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Vol. 2 #6 TEd 

Jesus Moves His Home/First Cleansing of the Temple 

John 2:12-25 
 

When speaking of Jesus cleansing the temple this first time, The Wycliffe Bible Commentary reads, “Even 

though this is not called a __sign___, it was a more momentous event than the miracle at Cana, for it bore 

directly on the mission of Jesus, being a Messianic act of a public nature.” WC p. 1076 
 

Jesus Moves His Home 
 

“12After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and 

they continued there not many days (checking different translations I found “continued there a few days” to 

be the most common).” John 2:12   The John the apostle will use the phrase, “after this” at least ten times to 

bridge together two event narratives. Here he is connecting the miracle at Cana to the few days Jesus spends 

with His disciples, mother, and brethren in Capernaum.  
 

➢ Capernaum at the time of Christ – Capernaum was an important Galilean city during the life of Christ. It 

had a busy trade route that ran near, a Roman garrison, a customs house, tax office, large markets, and 

an active synagogue. All of this tells us it served Jew and Gentile, merchants, fishermen, and soldiers. It 

would have been about a day's journey from Cana for Jesus and the band traveling with him.  

 

 

 

➢ “his own city” – Matthew 4:12-13; 9:1 Matthew was from Capernaum and he makes note that his town 

was also known as Jesus’ “own city.”  John 2:12 is the first time we see Jesus going to Capernaum, but 

only for a short time with His new disciples before leaving for Passover. Careful study of the life of 

Christ reveals that Jesus will spend 8-10 months in Judea, preaching and doing miracles. Very little is 

recorded about “these silent days” in and around Jerusalem but He will later return to minister in 

Galilee, and it is at that time He will make Capernaum His headquarters. Why would Jesus make this 

move? 1) Larger population pool in Capernaum 2) Several disciples were from Capernaum 3) Perhaps 

the family house in Nazareth was occupied by a new “family member” 4) The family business was 

mobile 5) Younger siblings were unestablished - could easily move 6) Opportunities for Mary’s family 

7) Invitation of new friends 8) Several other disciples will be from that area 9) Nazareth will ultimately 

reject Jesus 10) Jesus’ fame will spread as Capernaum was the crossroad of Galilee 

 

 

 

➢ Capernaum’s reaction to Christ – Matthew 11:23-24; Luke 10:15 Unfortunately, Capernaum will reject 

Jesus as their Messiah. Christ pronounced a strong judgment against Capernaum and the surrounding 

area for their unbelief. These promises of destruction certainly came true. Today when touring the ruins 

of Capernaum, you will hardly find a stone on top of another. The only place recognizable in the ruins of 

this large Galilean city is the synagogue where Jesus would have taught.   

 

 

 

“Here in Capernaum Jesus will spend a short time with his disciples  

before beginning His public ministry.” 



2 

 

First Cleansing of the Temple 
 

Temple History:   
 

           Solomon’s Temple – Though Solomon built a magnificent temple, it was born in the heart of King 

David, his father. It was finished in 949 BC or about 1000 years before Christ and destroyed by the Babylonians 

(2 Kings 25) in 587 BC. 
 

           Second Temple – In 515 BC, Zerubbabel and Nehemiah rallied the Jews who returned to the land to 

rebuild the temple. It was in about 20 BC, Herod the Great begin an extensive project to enlarge, remodel, and 

add a great deal of splendor to the temple. In reality, this was not done at the time of Christ. Not until 64 AD, 

some 30 years after the death of Christ, was the last of the scaffolding taken away and the project proclaimed 

completed. Six years later, in 70 AD, not a stone will remain on top of another with the destruction of Jerusalem 

by the Roman General Titus.  
 

Only the book of John will record this first cleansing of the Temple while Matthew, Mark, and Luke will tell of 

the second cleansing just before the crucifixion. Though some will debate if Jesus really cleansed the temple 

twice, the evidence is strong that He did clear it out two times, and knowing the religious system of the day, we 

should not be surprised that it needed it.  
 

From Capernaum, there would have been many caravans of pilgrims going to Passover. Jesus along with His 

disciples and brothers would have joined a group and traveled to Jerusalem.  
 

I. Jesus the Observer 
 

“13And the Jews' passover was at hand (27 or 28 AD), and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14And __found__ 

in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:” John 2:13-14 
 

A. “Jews’ Passover” – The Passover was a one-day Jewish feast commemorating the salvation God gave 

them from Egypt. The next week they celebrated the Feast of Unleaven Bread. Though there were two 

events celebrated within a weeks’ time, it was simply referred to as Passover. We could relate this to 

calling the time of Christmas and New Year’s Day simply the Holiday Season. Jewish men were to 

attend Passover each year and Jesus would have been doing this since He was twelve. John will keep 

meticulous track of Jewish feasts in his book. At least three Passovers and perhaps four are found in his 

book.  

 
 

B. Annas’ Bazaar – Warren Wiersbe said about the market Jesus observed that day, “No doubt, this 

“religious market” began as a convenience for the Jews who came long distances to worship in the 

temple, but in due time the “convenience” became a business, not a ministry.” p. 234 At the time of 

Christ, Annas was the former High Priest “Godfather”. Though he was no longer in power, Annas had 

plenty of clout and pull. It is well documented that it was under his direction this market, once set up as 

a convenience for worshipers, was now a money-making venture for him and the other hierarchy 

Religious Leaders! The market was set up in the Court of the Gentiles, a special courtyard designated for 

the teaching, prayers, and discipleship of Gentile proselytes. A Gentile could go no farther into the 

Temple complex, so it was here they worshiped and learned of the God of Israel. This was a sacred 

court, but now a busy, noisy, dirty, defiled marketplace. There were two parts to the business being done 

in Annas’ Bazaar; a place to purchase animals later to be sacrificed, and changers of money from foreign 

currency into the Jewish “undefiled” coins of pure silver for the paying of the temple tax. Sadly, animals 

were over-priced, and money was exchanged at high prices. The people hated having to pay the high 

prices and they knew they were being cheated but had no other choice.  
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II. Jesus the Reformer Here we see Jesus begin His public ministry in Jerusalem, the great center of Jewish 

life, as a prophet-reformer! Malachi 3:1-3  
 
“15And when he had made a scourge (whip) of small cords, he __drove__ them all out of the temple, and 

the sheep, and the oxen; and __poured__ out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 16And 

__said__ unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not (Gk - _stop making – very 

forceful_) my Father's house an house of merchandise (market house – store). 17And his disciples 

remembered that it was written, The __zeal__ of thine house hath eaten me up.” John 2:15-17 
 

A. “scourge of small cords,” – Discarded pieces of rope that had been used to lead in the animals were now 

being utilized by Jesus to drive them out! His actions were forceful but not cruel. One doesn’t drive out 

animals without some kind of whip or stick. Also, Jesus did not destroy or lose people’s property, but 

He certainly got the message across that they did not belong there! This was His Father’s house, and He 

was not going to let the Religious Leaders pollute it with their money-making schemes!  

 

 

 

B. “make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise” – Jesus is revealing the heart of God by 

cleansing the temple! The notes of the Life Application Bible said, “Jesus was angry at the dishonest, 

greedy practices of the money changers and merchants, and He particularly disliked their presence on 

the temple grounds.” They were making a mockery of God’s house of worship! One of my Life of 

Christ books said, “Here was the very seat of corruption in the religion of the Jews, and Jesus knew it!” 

Pentecost p. 93  

 

 

 

C. “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” – This is a reference to Psalm 69:9 when David was crying 

out to God because of the opposition he had endured for his love of the temple. The disciples connected 

Jesus’ zealous action for His Father’s house with this thought of David. A better translation for this 

phrase might be the RSV, “Zeal for thy house will consume me.”  Jesus’ loyalty to His Father and 

proper worship caused this reaction. The Jewish people saw religion as a dull routine and the Religious 

Leaders were very worldly-minded who desired money and power, they exploited the people, and Jesus 

“declared war” on this type of religious hypocrisy and corruption! Thus began the hatred of the 

Religious Leaders for Jesus that ended at the cross.  

 

III. Jesus the Informer Please realize Jesus was not arrested or thrown out of the temple! No one defended the 

rights of the market. There was no open opposition to what Jesus did! Most knew in their hearts that the markets 

within the Court of the Gentiles were wicked and against the heart of God! The people would have appreciated 

the reforms of Jesus, but the Religious Leaders will demand answers concerning His authority! 
 

“18 Then answered the Jews and said (Gk - demanded) unto him, What sign (Gk - __miracle__) showest 

thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? 19Jesus answered and said unto them, (_Understood 

“You”_) Destroy this temple, and in three days (Gk – “on the third day.” – specifically meaning – any part of 

the third day) I will raise it up. 20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and 

wilt thou rear it up in three days? 21 (This begins John’s explanation to the reader) But he spake of the 

temple of his _body__. 22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 

had said this unto them; and they believed the __scripture__, and the __word__ which Jesus had said.” 

John 2:18-22 
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A. “What sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?” – The Religious Leaders asked 

by what authority He cleansed the temple? Ultimately, they are asking for a miracle. But remember, by 

this time Jesus had done many, many miracles and they had rejected the validity of these signs from 

God. Notice, these men loved their positions, and even though Jesus had demonstrated such amazing 

power and authority they refused to bow the knee to Him. If other Religious Leaders would have been 

honest like Nicodemus they would have also said, “we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for 

no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.” (John 3:2) But later in Matthew 

12:38-40, the Religious Leaders will again ask Jesus concerning His authority. And we find both times 

Jesus will give basically the same answer. His Resurrection!  

 

 

B. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” – Here we find the first foretelling of Christ’s 

death! But no one understood what Jesus was saying. Matter of fact, the Religious Leaders will misquote 

this statement at Jesus’ trial as the only thing they had against Him (Mark 14:55-59), and the disciples 

will not understand this statement until after the resurrection!  

 

 

C. “and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.” – Here is one of the first times 

John will give insight into the disciples’ heart. He explained Jesus’ answer and the fact it was forgotten! 

Three years later, after the resurrection, the disciples will believe both the Old Testament scriptures 

concerning Jesus the Messiah in combination with the words of Jesus! As the resurrected Jesus opened 

the Scriptures to them their eyes were given sight to the truth of God’s plan, Jesus’ redemptive work, 

and their role in the spreading of the Gospel! 

 

 

IV. Jesus the Knower John will leave the narrative of events and give added commentary concerning to the 

reception Jesus had in Jerusalem those days and how He responded to the people.  These three verses also 

bridge to the next event, Jesus’ meeting with Nicodemus.  
 

“23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his __name__, when 

they __saw__ the miracles which he did. 24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he 

__knew__ all men, 25And needed not that any should testify of man: for he __knew__ what was in man.” 

John 2:23-25 These verses are giving an overview commentary. Though dealing with the specific time of Jesus 

at Passover, the truth is, this could be said of most of the reception of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  
 

A. “when they saw the miracles which he did.” – Jesus gave to the people what the Religious Leaders asked 

for – miracles and evidently many, many of them! These unrecorded miracles are being referred to in 

verse 23. The Greek indicates a continual action of repeatedly performed miracles, day after day! 

Miracles also have the idea of “signs.”  These would have been the very miracles Nicodemus will speak 

of in John 3:2.  

 
 

B. “many believed in his name,” – The miracles of Jesus brought about many different reactions. 

Nicodemus, a prominent Religious Leader at the time of Christ, quietly sought out Christ for more 

information, but most of the Religious Leaders felt threatened by his power, teachings, along with His 

popularity and will seek to kill Christ. (John 12:37, 42-43) Many people will follow Jesus in curiosity with a 

superficial faith, yes, interested and acknowledged Jesus’ miracles but when the day comes when Jesus 

clearly lays out the price of being His follower, they will leave Him! John 6:59-69 The Jewish people had an 

idea what their Messiah should look like, when Jesus came and did not fit their profile, they rejected Him. 

 



5 

 

C. “But Jesus did not commit himself unto them,” – Jesus did not open Himself to these superficial 

followers. He did not teach them the truths of God beyond the Gospel and He did not reveal His mission. It 

will be later, in the second half of His ministry after the pivotal Matthew 16:16 incident, that Jesus will 

focus on His disciples, but at this time, Jesus is giving Himself to the Jewish masses. 

 

 

D. “for he knew what was in man.” – Jesus always knew what was in the heart of man, and He still does! 

We will read many times in our study of Christ, how He knew what man was thinking and feeling. Simon 

Peter – John 1:42; Nathanael, 1:46; Samaritan Woman – 4:29; Religious Leaders – 5:42; 8:40; Judas – 6:64; 

Adulterous Woman – 8:10-11  

 

 
 

John will leave the day-to-day sequence of events and begin two long narratives contrasting a set of individuals. 

Both of these, the chief ruler Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman, will hear the truth of the Gospel from the 

lips of Jesus. 
 

Believer’s Application: 
 

1. Jesus – Righteous Indignation Vs. Our – Fleshly Anger  
 

What is the difference between Jesus’ Righteous Indignation and what we struggle with that can be defined as 

plain old fleshly anger? Many times, the difference is found in the cause, our reaction to the cause, and our 

attitude toward those involved. 
 

➢ Cause for Anger 

     Righteous Indignation – God’s honor, holiness, and His Word disrespected. 

 

     Fleshly Anger – My reputation misjudged, my desires not meet, or my rights disrespected. 
 

James 4:1-3  

 

➢ Reaction to Cause 

     Righteous Indignation – Points out the truth of God and seeks to bring sinners to repentance – sinful, 

bitter words, actions or attitudes are not involved 

 

    Fleshly Anger – Words, actions, and attitudes that are full of bitterness and retaliation 
 

Ephesians 4:26-31 

 

➢ Reaction of Others 

    Righteous Indignation – Can be used of God to bring about repentance and change in others.  

 

    Fleshly Anger – Will never bring about repentance and change in others. Instead will be an agent of 

continual strife, anger, and bitterness. 
 

 

Righteous Indignation must have three characteristics. 

          1) Bathed in love and concern for the soul of the sinner 
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          2) Short-lived anger – “let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” Eph. 4:26 

 

          3) No grudges or bitterness – relationships are not effected 

 

In a world of blatant rebellion towards the principles and core of God, we will often find ourselves angry! Be 

careful to not cross the line into sinful, bitter anger. Instead, while confronting boldly their rebellion against 

God, show great love and control. Bathe your words and attitudes in prayer and the Word of God. Make it your 

purpose to spread the light and truth of God, with a desire to see repentance. Remember, James 1:20, “For the 

wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”  

 

 

2. Jesus’ main objection to the market was its misuse of the Temple. Worship, learning, prayers, and sacrifice 

were to be taking place, but the Religious Leaders had made it “an house of merchandise.” In the 21st century 

Christ-followers have called-out gatherings (Gk – ekklesia), the local church. Unfortunately, we can misuse our 

gatherings much as the Jews had done at the time of Christ and grieve the Lord as well. Let’s remind ourselves 

of the objectives God put in place for His ecclesia – the church!  This Believer’s Application is supported by 

Homework Vol. 2 #9. 
 

The Israelites worshipped God in the temple, but we are to worship Him “in spirit and in truth.” (John 4) This is 

done by living in obedient faith to the Words of God. But in His wisdom God knew we would need help and 

support in this ungodly world. So He carefully designed a perfect place for refuge and refreshment, the ekklesia, 

or local church. Today’s churches are for worship, edification, discipleship, and the support of the needy . 

Jesus’ cleansing of the temple testifies to His concern for pure worship, a right relationship with God, with the 

right approach to God. (Isaiah 1:10-19) John MacArther said, “God’s holiness demands holiness in worship.”  

p. 86  How can each of these areas by accomplished within the local church setting? 

 

Worship: 

 

 

Edification: 

 

 

Discipleship: 

 

 

Support of the needy – 

 

 

All of these objectives should be accomplished by everything done in our local churches! 

This is all done – pulpit, other Bible teaching, music, giving of our offerings 

 

Too many times our hearts can be like the Jews, tired and bored with our routine “religious acts” or even worse, 

like the Pharisees prideful and boastful of our service. Yet God calls us as He did the Israelites through Isaiah to 

come and worship with clean hearts in spirit and in truth. Isaiah 1:10-19 

 

 


