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Jesus Moves His Home/First Cleansing of the Temple
John 2:12-25

When speaking of Jesus cleansing the temple this first time, The Wycliffe Bible Commentary reads, “Even
though this is not called a , It was a more momentous event than the miracle at Cana, for it bore
directly on the mission of Jesus, being a Messianic act of a public nature.” WC p. 1076

Jesus Moves His Home

“L2After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and
they continued there not many days.” John 2:12

» Capernaum at the time of Christ —

>  “his own city” — Matthew 4:12-13; 9:1

» Capernaum’s reaction to Christ — Matthew 11:23-24; Luke 10:15

“Here in Capernaum Jesus will spend a short time with his disciples
before beginning His public ministry.”

First Cleansing of the Temple

l. Jesus the Observer

“I3And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. **And in the
temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:” John 2:13-14



A. “Jews’ Passover” —

B. Annas’ Bazaar —

I1. Jesus the Reformer

“I5And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he them all out of the temple, and the
sheep, and the oxen; and out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; *And
unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not (Gk -

my Father's house an house of merchandise. ’And his disciples remembered that it was written, The
of thine house hath eaten me up.” John 2:15-17

A. “scourge of small cords,” —

B. “make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise” —

C. “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” —



I11. Jesus the Informer

“18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign (Gk - ) showest thou unto us,
seeing that thou doest these things? 1°Jesus answered and said unto them, ( ) Destroy this
temple, and in three days | will raise it up. ?° Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in
building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? ?But he spake of the temple of his .?2When
therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they
believed the , and the which Jesus had said.” John 2:18-22

A. “What sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?” —

B. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” —

C. “and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.” —

1V. Jesus the Knower

“23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his

when they the miracles which he did. 2* But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because
he all men, 2°And needed not that any should testify of man: for he what was
in man.” John 2:23-25

A. “when they saw the miracles which he did.” —

B. “many believed in his name,” —

C. “But Jesus did not commit himself unto them,” —

D. “for he knew what was in man.” —



Believer’s Application:
1. Jesus — Righteous Indignation Vs. Our — Fleshly Anger

» Cause for Anger
Righteous Indignation —

Fleshly Anger —

> Reaction to Cause
Righteous Indignation —

Fleshly Anger —

> Reaction of Others
Righteous Indignation —

Fleshly Anger —
Righteous Indignation must have three characteristics.
1)
2)
3)

In a world of blatant rebellion towards the principles and core of God, we will often find ourselves angry! Be

careful to not cross the line into sinful, bitter anger. Instead, while confronting boldly their rebellion against

God, show great love and control. Bathe your words and attitudes in prayer and the Word of God. Make it

your purpose to spread the light and truth of God, with a desire to see repentance. Remember, James 1:20,
“For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”

2. The main objection of Jesus to the Market was the misuse of the Temple. It was for worship, learning,
prayers, and sacrifice but the Religious Leaders had made it “an house of merchandise”. In the 21% century
Christ-followers have called-out gatherings (Gk — ekklesia), the local church. Unfortunately, we can misuse our
gatherings much as the Jews had done at the time of Christ and grieve the Lord as well. Let’s remind ourselves
of the objectives God put in place for His ecclesia — the church!
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