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Jesus’ Arrival in Galilee 

Matthew 4:17; Mark 1:14-25; Luke 4:14-15; John 4:43-45 
 

After two days, Jesus left the believing people of Samaria and traveled to His own country. There He will be 

welcomed, not as Savior of the world, but sadly as a miracle worker and teacher. 
 

Galilee was the most populated area of Israel at the time of Christ. These verses seem to be a general summary 

of the early Galilean ministry of Jesus. We know that later He will feel opposition, especially from the 

Religious Leaders. But the Scriptures make it clear Jesus’ ministry found it’s greatest expression in Galilee.  
 

“43 Now after two days he departed thence, and went into Galilee. 44 For Jesus himself testified, that a 

prophet hath no honor in his __own__ country. 45 Then when he was come into Galilee (“in the power of 

the Spirit” Luke 4:14), the Galileans received (Gk - __welcomed__) him, having __seen__ all the things 

that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast. (“and there went out (Gk - rapidly 

spread) a fame (Gk - __news about__) of him through all the region round about. 15And he __taught__ in 

their synagogues, being glorified (Gk - __praised, admired, complimented__) of all.” Luke 4:14-15)”      

John 4:43-45  
 

I. Jesus’ Reception in Galilee 
 

         “a prophet hath no honor in his own country” – It is recorded that Jesus used this phrase in three different 

settings during His ministry. I was actually surprised to the probable meaning of it found here. I had always 

thought Jesus only said this at the times of His two rejections in Nazareth. 1.) After brief stay in Cana – goes to 

Nazareth and is rejected. The citizens attempt to throw Jesus off a cliff - Luke 4:16-30; 2.) Later Jesus will 

return only to be rejected again. They couldn’t get over the fact that they saw Him as one of them! - Matt. 

13:54-58; Mark 6:1-6 But here is His first time Christ says “a prophet hath no honor in his own country.” The 

words “own country” is specific to “homeland or town.” Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea and raised in 

Nazareth of Galilee, so one could argue that both Judea and Galilee were his “own country.” In reality, sadly, 

both Galilee and Judea will ultimately not accept Him as Messiah, His own people rejected Him. (John 1:12) 

Really, verses 43-44 are a thought that are linked together. Jesus seemed to say this before entering Galilee. 

After two days of ministering in Sychar, a place that sincerely believed that Christ was the Messiah and Savior 

of the world, He left for Galilee, knowing, “a prophet hath no honor in his own country.” Both Judea and 

Galilee would reject Him in comparison to the open acceptance of Samaria!   Jesus knew His countrymen, He 

knew the hearts of all men, He knew the experiences of the prophets, they should have honor but don’t. 

Prophets had God’s blessing and the ability to bless others but in men’s pride and envy they don’t want 

instruction from one who was once their fellow citizen.  

 

 

         “in the power of the Spirit” – We have pointed out before that Jesus received the Holy Spirit at His 

baptism. The word “power” here is a very strong Greek word meaning “explosive force that shakes up and 

changes.” We have no English word that perfectly translates this thought. But I think we can be assured that 

wherever Jesus went, His explosive power changed whoever or whatever He touched! And it still does!!   
 

 

          Galileans had seen Jesus at Passover in Jerusalem – The Scriptures plainly tell us that Jesus’ reputation 

proceeded Him. These people had seen what Christ had done in in Jerusalem at the Passover. Don’t forget He 

had done many miracles and had a large following in Judea. (John 2:23) They seemed surprised He had come 

back to Galilee. Perhaps they felt Jesus would have stayed in Jerusalem and the Temple area.   
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         “and there went out a fame of him through all the region” – It seems we see here an extension of the 

Samaritan ministry in Galilee. People welcomed Jesus, rapidly spread the news of His arrival, and flocked to 

see and hear Him. Yet it was not based on believing He was the Savior of the world, but a miracle worker. John 

the writer is actually setting up a contrast between the believing Samaritans and the rejecting Jews! 

 

 

he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.” – Synagogues were Jewish public places of worship 

outside of the temple of Jerusalem. There would be reading and expounding of the Scriptures, prayers, 

discipline, but never sacrifices. It was in these buildings within the villages and towns of Galilee, that Jesus will 

be welcomed as a Rabbi and admired by all. He was not met with contempt or contradiction in these early days. 

He will continue to do much of His teaching and preaching ministry in synagogues. Jesus normally was a part 

of public worship and Scripture teaching. We are called to this as well. He could have avoided synagogues and 

the Temple based upon the corruptness of the Jewish Religious system of His day and simply settled on open air 

preaching and small group teaching. But no, public worship was Jesus’ habit and should be ours as well.   

 

 

DA Carson had this insight into the early Galilean ministry of Jesus. “The Samaritan interlude reminds the 

reader again of who Jesus really is: the Messiah, the one who has been sent by his Father to reap a crop for 

eternal life, the Savior of the world. It also makes the large-scale failure of Israel to come to terms with Jesus all 

the more tragic: despised Samaritans turn to Christ, while many of the historic covenant community either 

actively oppose him or cannot progress beyond a fascination for miracles and politics. He came to his own, and 

his own received him not…..He may have been popular in Samaria, but he presses on to his own patris (Greek 

– homeland, own country), where public sentiment will finally take him to Calvary. That is his mission: to be 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” p. 237 
 

“…Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15And saying, The time is 

__fulfilled__, and the kingdom of God (“heaven” Matt. 4:17) is at hand: __repent__ ye, and __believe__ 

the gospel.” Mark 1:14-15 
 

II. Jesus’ Message in Galilee 
 

       “kingdom of God”/”kingdom of heaven” – It seems these terms are basically interchangeable. Matthew will 

use “kingdom of heaven” 32 times in contrast with “kingdom of God” only 5 times. Most theologians argue that 

his Jewish readers would be uncomfortable with the use of “God.” Jews avoided using God’s name so “heaven” 

was used to explain the concept.  
 

 Most definitions of “kingdom of God” I read were very close in meaning but I liked John MacArthur’s 

explanation, “God’s sovereign rule over the sphere of salvation; at present in the hearts of His people (Luke 

17:21) and in the future, in a literal, earthly kingdom! (Rev. 20:4-6)” Rom. 14:17 “For the kingdom of God is 

not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”  We find the “kingdom of God” is 

the core to Jesus’ teaching. The Sermon on the Mount, an example of Jesus’ daily teaching, is filled with 

illustrations of life lived according to the “kingdom of God.” Luke 18:22-25 is Jesus speaking of the rich young 

ruler. And even speaking with Pilate at His trial Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 

were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 

kingdom not from hence.” John 18:37 This was not what the Jewish population wanted, freedom from Roman 

rule was their desire from the Messiah. Jesus was on earth to begin the “kingdom of God” in the hearts of man; 

one day He will return and be universally acknowledged and King when He sets up His earthly kingdom!   
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       “The time is fulfilled,”/“is at hand” – The time had passed, the preparation was completed for the kingdom 

of God and now the kingdom is near – Jesus Himself was on earth! Dan. 9:25; Gal. 4:4 Here was beginning a 

new era in God’s timetable.  

 

 

       “repent ye, and believe the gospel.” – Much like John, Jesus preached repentance but also to believe the 

good news! The listener was to forsake their sin and by faith receive forgiveness. Both repentance and faith was 

and is essential to salvation, to becoming a citizen of the kingdom of God. It has never been self-reformation or 

a desire for God but repentance and believing faith! Remember, Judas was remorseful but not repetitive and it 

didn’t change his heart! The seminary professor Pentecost said this, “Repentance involved an acknowledgement 

of sin and resulted in a restoration to fellowship with God from their state of alienation.” p. 137  

 

 

 

Believers Application: 
 

Jesus will be known as the prophet of Galilee. John 7:52; Matt. 21:11 He came preaching/teaching/proclaiming! 

Christ was the new prophet on the scene with the same message as John the Baptist! Jesus heralded with 

authority the kingdom, the good news (gospel)! All of this was authenticated by many miracles, the proof signs 

of His Messiahship! Over and over, Jesus would tell the crowds His kingdom was not earthly, but they heard 

what they wanted, they believed what was convenient!  

 


