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Vol. 2 #12 TEd 

Healing of the Nobleman’s Son 

John 4:46-54 
 

Here we see a father come to Christ in desperation because of his critically ill son. The Nobleman’s faith was in 

a miracle worker but eventually, he and his whole house are found believing in Jesus the Messiah!   
 

In this miracle, we will find the miraculous healing of the Nobleman’s son and the wonder of seeing the man’s 

faith strengthened. In our study, we will see three areas of the Nobleman’s faith that were faulty, yet Jesus will 

heal the son and bolster the man’s faith!  
 

I. Crisis Faith – No other __recourse__ but Jesus  
 

“46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a certain 

nobleman (Gk - __royal official__), whose son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus was 

come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought (Gk - __repeatedly begged__) him that 

he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of __death__. 48 Then said Jesus unto him, 

Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere 

my child die.” John 4:46-49 
 

Cana to Capernaum – We are not sure if Jesus went to Cana first, or why, but we do know Nathaniel was from 

Cana. He was known and did have a small following there, especially because of the wedding where he turned 

water to wine.  
 

The trip between Cana and Capernaum is 15-20 miles of descent. Notice the words “come down” or “going 

down” are used when speaking about the trip from Cana to Capernaum (v. 47, 49, 51). Capernaum is on the Sea 

of Galilee at an elevation of about 700 feet below sea level! Much of the land around the Sea of Galilee will be 

higher in elevation, almost always making a trek a climb! FYI – so how does the Jordan River flow south? The 

Dead Sea, where the Jordan River eventually empties into, is at an elevation of 1410 feet below sea level! 

 

 

Nobleman in Crisis – Most believe the nobleman was a royal official part of the court of Herod Antipas, the 

same ruler who imprisoned John the Baptist and later beheaded him. It seems he was probably Jewish; no 

indication is given by Jesus or John the writer that the Nobleman was Gentile.  
 

This unnamed Nobleman was in a desperate situation. His son was at the “point of death.” The Greek word for 

“sick” in verse 46 means “wasting away with fever.” It was so hopeless; the father knew the only chance for his 

child was Jesus the miracle worker. He left the bedside of his dying son, perhaps a grieving, frantic wife, and 

with the household in the hands of his servants, went for Jesus. That trip would almost certainly be overnight. 

Why the Nobleman didn’t send servants is unknown. Perhaps he trusted no one but himself to accomplish the 

trip in good time and to persuade Jesus. When he finally finds Christ, he begs Jesus to come to his home! Matter 

of fact, we will see him repeat this many times. It seems it was not in faith in Christ as Messiah but in faith in 

Jesus the miracle worker, the only hope for his son! What a fearful, uncertain, dire time! 

 

 

“Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.” – A careful study of this phrase, the “ye” is plural. Jesus 

actually looked around and spoke this phrase to the citizens of Cana standing about Him. Jesus knew, now that 

He was in Galilee, His own country, they would need to see many miracle signs! Jews always did! John 6:30; I 

Cor. 1:22; Heb. 2:4 To them, seeing is believing. In contrast, the Samaritans of Sychar didn’t see great healing 
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miracles. Yet starting with the woman at the well and then the whole village, they believed in Jesus as the 

Savior of the world!  
 
 

“Sir, come down ere my child die.” – This Nobleman was not just another sign-seeker or there to see a magic 

trick. Signs and wonders, prophecy and Messiah, were not part of his conversation or thinking at this time. He 

was focused on the crisis at hand, his critically ill son! The first error in his thinking was that if the boy died it 

was too late!  I believe this grief-stricken father didn’t even notice the reproof Jesus gave to the crowd. The only 

thing that concerned him was the time being wasted talking! The word “Sir” shows not only respect but also a 

personal submission to Jesus. He had no time for spiritual discussions or debate, it was a long way back to his 

home, and dying son, they needed to be on their way! And here we see the second mistake in his thinking. The 

Nobleman felt Jesus had to go to Capernaum to heal his son. So he begged Jesus to rush back with him and 

perform a life-saving miracle! He ignored the spiritual lesson Jesus was teaching to the crowd, in his thinking it 

was unimportant; the need for Jesus to get to his son was so desperate! 

 

 

II. Confident Faith – __Peace__ to walk away 
 

“50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son __liveth__. And the man __believed__ the word that Jesus 

had spoken unto him, and he went his way.” John 4:50  
 

I read this verse and I have to ask myself, “What changed?!” This absolutely desperate father, who one minute 

was begging Jesus to travel back the 15+ miles to Capernaum and save his extremely ill son, suddenly walked 

away, content to leave and start back by himself! What brought about this massive change of heart, attitude, 

demeanor? A personal encounter with Jesus. Christ’s look, words, gentleness, compassion, love! He met Jesus 

and knew He had met the Savior.   
 

“Go thy way; thy son liveth.” –  This was not what the Nobleman had expected. He had been requesting Jesus 

to come back to his son’s bedside. He seemed to believe Jesus could heal if He would “come down” and stand 

over his son! But in sympathy and marvelous graciousness, in spite of the Nobleman’s faithless demand to save 

the ill son his way, Jesus looked at the man and said, “Go home, your son will live.” 

 

 

“And the man believed…and he went his way.” – Here is the ultimate test of faith, Jesus wanted the Nobleman 

to leave, trusting His words, “thy son liveth.” And he did! There was no outward proof that his son was healed, 

only the word of Jesus. Yet without argument or hesitation, the Bible tells us, “the man believed….and he went 

his way.” The Nobleman had come to Jesus seeking the only hope he had for his son, a miracle. And he went 

away confident of it, but in faith. 

 

 

III. Confirmed Faith - __Validated__ proof 
 

“51And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. 
52 Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend (get better – start on his way to health; 

gradually turn the corner). And they said unto him, __Yesterday__ at the seventh hour the fever left him 

(Gk - __”perfectly well”__). 53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said 

unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself __believed__,” John 4:51-53a 

 

“Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend.” – Let me point out the level of this man’s faith. 

In verse 52 the seventh hour is mentioned as the time Jesus had said the boy was healed. It could be 1 or 7 pm. 

Either time would require the father to get off the road at sundown, he could not have made the trip during 

daylight hours. It was very dangerous to travel at night. Evidentially, the Nobleman’s faith was firm enough to 
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stop for the night, sleep, and move on in the morning. I’m afraid I might have been tempted to brave out the trip 

and try to get back to my home as soon as possible.   
 

But also, let me point out the third Nobleman’s misconception of Jesus’ ability to heal! When the servants of the 

Nobleman told him that his son was alive, his first question to them was, “At what time did he start getting 

better?” Do you see, in his mind, that from the time he left Jesus his son began to get better! It was not part of 

his thinking that the boy was perfectly well! But that is the answer of the servants, “the fever left him.”  He was 

healed! This is why the servants would have left the household! All was well! The crisis had passed! The master 

of the house needed to be informed! The boy’s health had changed so dramatically the servants had to start out 

to meet the nobleman and perhaps Jesus to let them know the boy was healed, completely!  

 

 

“So the father knew that it was at the same hour,…and himself believed,” – On the report of his servants, the 

Nobleman knew that his son was healed based on the word of Jesus. It was no consequence. His faith was 

deepened even more! He had come to Jesus with a crisis, went away confidently believing His word, and now 

was confirmed in his faith! 

 

 

IV. Contagious Faith - __Shared__ experience 
 

“53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and 

himself believed, and his __whole__ house. 54 This is again the second miracle (Gk - __sign__) that Jesus 

did, when he was come out of Judaea into Galilee.” John 4:53b-54 
 

“and himself believed, and his whole house.” – The rest of the Nobleman’s house also believed. It was not 

based on the faith on the Nobleman, but on his witness. Often, the faith of one man can spread to his family. I 

know that based on my dad’s faith and leadership our whole family came to Christ and the direction of our lives 

took a drastic change. The same can be said of the Nobleman’s household!  

 

 

“second miracle” – John the apostle will only tell of seven miracles in his gospel. This is the second and it is the 

second miracle done in Galilee. He makes special note of the power of Christ!  

1. Highlighted the fact that they were both private for the faith-building of a few! Disciples/Nobleman 

2. Highlighted the fact that Jesus had power over time! Instant power to heal! 

3. Highlighted the fact that Jesus was not limited by space! He can heal from a distance. (Centurion’s 

servant; Canaanite woman’s daughter) 

 

 

Believers Application: 
 

Let’s apply these points to our lives: 
 

Crisis Faith: We’ve all heard of those who are in a crisis of life, whether illness, sorrow, or fear, when there 

seems no escape, they cry out to Christ in desperation! For them, there was no other recourse! And here in the 

book of John, chapter 4, we read of such a situation. The truth is the Nobleman from Capernaum did the 

absolute right thing by rushing to Jesus! Oh, that we would follow that example when life is crumbling around 

us, that we would run to Jesus. This Nobleman had enough faith, call it for what it was, faith, though not 

perfect, but it was faith that moved him to leave the bedside of his dying son and hurry to get Jesus for a 

miracle, and Jesus honored his faith by healing his son and perfecting that faith. Please realize, the boy was not 

the only one Jesus was concerned about. He loved and wanted to see this Nobleman understand who He was 

too!  
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Confident Faith: It is not enough to say we believe God will take care of us, we need to act as He can! When 

the Nobleman heard Jesus say, “Go thy way; they son liveth.” He believed Christ and left, but not in skeptical 

faith, but in a trusting, peaceful faith! Peaceful enough that he could stop and rest for the night. How we must 

walk through our lives in peaceful, confident faith. In faith knowing God will meet our needs, direct our future 

and that of our children, knowing He will lead and guide us. How it brings the heart of God great honor and joy 

when He sees His children walk in faith! That is exactly what Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is 

impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 

that diligently seek him.” 

 

  

Confirmed Faith: The Nobleman started home to Capernaum and on that journey met his servants. The truth of 

his son’s restoration to health confirmed his faith. And God can still confirm one's faith!  

1. By remembering God’s past blessings. When my faith is faltering there are specific incidences that I 

replay in my mind, times God did something great for me, and my faith is firmed back up. (God’s giving 

us of our home; leading us in filling teacher needs in our school; leading us gently through losses and 

uncertainties) As we remember God’s gracious works to us in the past, our faith is confirmed! 

2. By reading and hearing the Word of God. Also, every time we read His word, or hear the Bible 

preached, our faith can be confirmed by the truth of God. Psalm 34 is David’s song of praise to God for 

deliverance. It can also build our faith! 

 

Contagious Faith: The whole household of the Nobleman came to faith in Jesus. He had trusted that Jesus 

could heal his son. The family and servants watched the whole event take place. Matter of fact they experienced 

sorrow and fear along with the Nobleman. And when Jesus healed the boy, the whole family reacted in faith! 

Our lives of faith can be contagious to the very ones we live with. We can influence the very ones closest to us 

and the ones we love the dearest. We must be determined to live by faith before God, please Him, and in doing 

so be an example of faith to those around us. We too can have these faith influences on our families! It happens 

on purpose, it takes time, planning, and work! I will finish with a good reminder of the contagious faith shared 

by Lois and Eunice in 2 Timothy 1:3-5; 3:14-17. Oh that our faith will be contagious to our children and 

grandchildren! 

 

 

 

 


