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Jesus Rejected in Nazareth 
Luke 4:16-30 

 

By this time Jesus arrived back in Nazareth, all would have heard how their “son” had preached, healed, and 

drew great crowds throughout Judea. They were anxious, honored, proud, and ready to have Him display His 

greatness to them! They were eager to hear and see Him __perform__!  
 

Luke, in a logical explanation but not chronological, explains Jesus’ rejection first though he does allude to 

Christ’s earlier ministry in Capernaum.  
 

“16And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his __custom__ was, he went into the 

synagogue on the __sabbath__ day, and stood up for to read. 17And there was delivered unto him the book 

of the prophet __Isaiah__. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath __anointed__ me to preach the gospel to the 

__poor__; he hath sent me to __heal__ the brokenhearted, to preach __deliverance__ to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the __blind__, to set at __liberty___ them that are bruised, 19 To __preach__ the 

acceptable year of the Lord. 20And he closed the book (rolled the scroll), and he gave it again to the 

minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21And 

he began to say unto them, __this__ day is __this__ scripture fulfilled in your ears.” Luke 4:16-21 
 

I. Lesson in the Synagogue 
 

Synagogues at the time of Christ – Over the centuries services in a synagogue changed. Here in Luke 4, it is 

believed we find the oldest description of a synagogue gathering.  

• History: During the Babylonian captivity, after the destruction of the temple, the Jewish people 

instituted synagogues as local places of worship. Later, they kept the synagogues for teaching, 

meeting, and prayers. Paul, during his missionary journeys, did much of his teaching in synagogues.  

• Service elements: Recite Hebrew confession of faith – Deut. 6:4-9; 11:13-21; prayers; prescribed 

readings from the law and prophets; sermon; time for discussion; benediction 

• Service participants: reader; interpreter (Hebrew to Aramaic); preacher (expounder) If priests, Levites, 

Rabbis, or Pharisees were available, they were given special consideration to participate.  

 

 

“he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day,” 
 

• “as his custom was,” – This synagogue was significant in Jesus’ Jewish education. At age 12, He 

became a member. This was his “home” place of worship and education.  Though we know little about 

the first 30 years of Christ’s life, we do know from a young age every sabbath he attended this 

synagogue! If this was important for God’s Son to live out in His earthly walk, how it should be a huge 

part of our earthly journey! Sheperd said it this way, “If the boy does not form the habit of going to 

church the man will not follow that custom.” (p. 119)  

 

 

• “stood up for to read” – Jesus spent almost thirty years Nazareth! The synagogue knew Him well. He 

was their best student, most moral citizen, and most godly member. Now the rumors were flying about 

His miracles and a large following in Judea! So, they quickly agreed when Jesus stood, signifying a 

desire to read that day. Though we know Jesus often preached and taught in synagogues, this is the only 

time we see Him reading.  
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• “delivered unto him the book of Esaias…opened…found...” – The synagogue minister (custodial 

secretary) gave Jesus the Isaiah scroll. It seems Christ deliberately, not by accident, found or sought out 

the text Isaiah 61:1-2. Some scholars suggested this was the next passage expected to be read. God 

always has situations set for His will and best. Isaiah 61 was probably the next text in the reading 

schedule!  

 

 

• “he closed the book…gave it to the minister, and sat down.” –  After His selected reading, Jesus rerolled 

the scroll and gave it back to the synagogue secretary and sat down. This is another synagogue tradition 

and procedure. The reader always stood out of respect to the Scriptures, then sat to expound on the 

passage. Sitting is the position of a teacher.   

 

 

Jesus reads Isaiah 61:1-2a – a known passage about the work of the __Messiah___. We will see Luke give this 

sermon the prominence in his gospel that Matthew ascribes to the Sermon on the Mount. (Shepard p. 120) 

Everyone in the room knew this was a Messianic passage.   
 

      “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me” – The listening crowd of Nazareth’s 

citizens, Jesus’ neighbors, perhaps relatives heard a Spirit-filled Jesus for the first time! Before He was a 

respected young man, outstanding upcoming member of their synagogue but now Holy Spirit power filled His 

words! This speaks of the full Holy Spirit anointing that came upon Jesus at His baptism. (John 3:34; Acts 

10:36-38) This was not a partial filling as an Old Testament prophet, but completely full, totally whole filling!  
 

The titles “Christ” (Gk) and “Messiah” (Heb) both literally mean “Anointed One.” (Ps. 2:2) Christ worked 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:2; Heb. 9:14) As a king, priest, or prophet was anointed as they 

stepped into their roles, Jesus also was set aside for His task, fitted for the undertaking, and committed to it! 

 

 

Matthew Henry calls this passage a description of Christ’s undertaking and work He came into the world to do! 

It shows the literal and spiritual work of Jesus! He had already been doing this in Judea, Samaria, and Galilee. 

“who (Jesus) went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” 

Acts 10:38 
 

• “to preach the gospel to the poor;” – Jesus came to give the “good news” to the poor, both of bank 

account and soul! We will find Jesus always loved the poor, and always met their needs in a special 

way! The Jewish leadership disdained poor people. They spoke with contempt against them. They 

had no use for the poor because they were useless to them. They had no money to pad their pockets 

with, no fine houses or banquet tables to sit at, the poor could not make the Religious Leaders’ lives 

better. So, the poor were left out of the best Jewish learning centers and special religious 

celebrations. BUT Jesus came to speak good news to the poor of spirit. (Matt. 5:3) Christ came to 

bring truth to the meek and humble of heart, and those sorrowful over their sinful conditions.   

 

 

• “he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted,” – Many English translations leave this phrase out and I 

found no explanation among scholars. But we do know that Jesus came for the emotionally and 

spiritually broken. John the apostle had just given us a wonderful interview between Jesus and the 

woman at the well. She is a perfect example of Christ gently healing a broken heart through the 

power of His Person!  
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• “to preach deliverance to the captives,” – During the life of Christ, an Old Testament phrase like this 

one gave fuel to those who felt the Messiah would deliver them from Rome. Israel had been held 

captive much of their history – Egypt/Assyria/Babylon/Rome – hundreds and hundreds of years of 

captivity! But actually, Jesus came to release the bonds of guilt and bondage to sin, not nationalistic 

enemies!  The gospel is a proclamation of spiritual freedom!   

 

 

• “recovering of sight to the blind,” – Our blessed Jesus came not only to give light to those in 

darkness but also sight to the blind! He walked on earth giving both physical and spiritual sight to 

Jews and Gentiles! Healing was an important Messianic sign to the Jews; Jesus healed hundreds of 

people, many of those were blind.   

 

 

• “to set at liberty them that are bruised,” – The word “bruised” means oppressed, those who are 

downtrodden, bruised, crushed, treated unfairly, and broken down by calamity. Every time Jesus 

healed or forgave sin, He set at liberty – the adulterous woman, Mary Madelene, many demon-

possessed. Jesus set them all free! 

                  

 

• “To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” – I found myself very curious to the meaning of this 

phrase. This is what I found! It is a reflection back to the Year of Jubilee found in Leviticus 25:8-13. 

God had commanded Israel to give the land rest (sabbath) every seven years. Then every 49 years 

they would celebrate the year of Jubilee. All servants would be freed; debts dropped; mortgaged 

lands forgiven – it was a time of national forgiveness and freedom! This allowed the land to remain 

in family lines, and to keep their society balanced – no oppressive landowners or caste system could 

exist very long. Jesus is declaring a time of the release of offenses and forgiveness of debts to God! 

Christ brought in a spiritual year of Jubilee to bankrupt sinners, and mortgaged lives to Satan! 

Sheperd said, “The acceptable year of the Lord was to be an era of grace to all classes and conditions 

of mankind.”  p. 120 

 

 

           Why did Jesus not finish Isaiah 61:2? – It is very probable that everyone in the room knew Jesus did not 

finish the Isaiah 61 passage that day.  Where Jesus quit in the Hebrew was no comma or period, He literally 

stopped mid-sentence. Isaiah 61:2 speaks of the work of the Messiah, but it spans the ages of time from His 

earthly incarnation to His reign over the Earth! Jesus stopped reading shy of the section containing the earthly 

reign. Now is the time of the gospel, the Anointed One preaching deliverance and freedom from sin. The day of 

vengeance will come when that same Messiah sits on His throne taking over this world! Ps 2:8-9  

 

 

“This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” – Jesus rerolled the scroll and handed it back to the custodian. 

When He sat down, He signaled to the crowd He was about to teach from the passage. In the Greek, verse 20 

tells us about the anticipation that was in the congregation gathered that day. “all eyes” means intently, spell-

bound with eager attention.  Everyone knew Jesus was reading from a Messianic passage, so when He said, 

“This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears,” it was absolutely shocking!  

 

 

“22And __all__ bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. 

And they said, Is not this __Joseph’s__ son? 23And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this 

proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy 
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country. 24And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. 25But I tell you 

of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias (Lit. - __Elijah__), when the heaven was shut 

up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land; 26But unto none of them 

was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 27And many lepers 

were in Israel in the time of Eliseus (Lit. - __Elisha__) the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving 

Naaman the Syrian.” Luke 4:22-27 
 

II. Reaction in the Synagogue Jesus taught in the Nazareth synagogue after reading from the Isaiah scroll that 

day, but like much of Jesus’ discourses, we have only the main point. Very little is known of what exactly was 

said. But we certainly know the reaction of the listeners. They went from wonder and praise at Jesus’ words, to 

whisperings, then doubt, to lastly, hostility! 
 

“And all bare him witness, wondered at the gracious words” – Please realize, just as in other discourses of Jesus 

given within the Gospel books, verse 21 is not all of Christ’s teaching that day! These listeners from Nazareth 

were greatly impressed with Jesus’ words. Here is another rendition of verse 22, it speaks generally of the 

crowd’s thoughts of Him after His synagogue teaching that day, “And all spoke very positive words about 

Jesus, and were amazed at his graciously spoken words.” These people initially started out with admiration and 

joyful wonder!  

 

 

“Is not this Joseph’s son?” – Here is the spoiler statement! Here is the point that stole any seed of belief in Jesus 

the Messiah! Within the congregation, confusion seemed to arise, BUT we know this man, and His background! 

How could He be the Messiah! He’s Joseph’s son! In Nazareth, this will always be the stumbling block to 

belief. (Matt. 13:55-58) The second rejection of Nazareth found in Matthew 13, is approximately 1 ½ years 

after the first. Yet, we see the same old argument! No one seemed to do a fact check! No one seemed to 

interview Mary for details. No one asked the pointed questions about Jesus’ origin! So, they continued with 

their old claims, and on they went in blind disbelief!  They had commended Jesus’ gracious, wise words, yet 

didn’t believe!  

 

  

Jesus knew their thoughts: We now enter into another part of the synagogue service, questions, debate, and 

discussion. As with all men, Jesus knew the thoughts of their hearts and answered them! 
 

• “Ye will surely say unto me this proverb (“this is what you want to say, on the tip of your tongue”), 

Physician, heal thyself:” – The congregation had moved to the point of doubt and wanted signs of proof. 

They wanted to see miracles as He had evidently performed in Capernaum (perhaps Nobleman’s son) 

and elsewhere. This phrase is actually a Jewish saying. The idea is that a doctor would extend his 

abilities and knowledge to himself and those close to him. In other words, as you have healed in other 

towns heal in your town also!   

 

 

• “No prophet is accepted in his own country.” – This is the second out of three times Jesus will say this. 

It is said, “An expert is anyone who carries a briefcase and comes from more than 200 miles away.” 

This was the crowd’s attitude. Jesus was one of them, He could not be the Messiah as He claimed so 

openly! 

 

 

Two Old Testament illustrations: - God blesses __Gentiles__ while __Jews__ reject Him. Based on their 

unbelief, Jesus continues His teaching. He uses the illustrations of two Gentiles that had more faith than the 

Jews around them!  
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• Elijah/Widow of Zarephath – I Kings 17:8-24 – At the time of Elijah and the great famine, there would 

have been many needy widows in Israel. Yet, because of their unbelief, Elijah was sent to the Gentile 

widow of Zarephath. In I Kings 17:24, after the raising of the widow’s son, she made this statement of 

faith, “Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is 

truth.” Jesus made the point, those who believe God’s messengers, regardless of who they are, receive 

God’s blessing! 

  

 

• Elisha/Naaman – 2 Kings 5:1-14 – At the time of Elisha, there would have been many lepers in Israel. 

Yet a general in the army of Syria, an enemy of Israel, had enough faith, based on the word of a little 

slave girl, to travel to Elisha and seek healing! And God blessed that faith! Listen to the statement of 

Naaman when he returned the house of Elisha, “Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, 

but in Israel:” Unfortunately, the nation of Israel did not live by that statement!  

 

 

God worked miraculous ways in the lives of these two Gentiles. Their faith and belief were rewarded by the 

God of Israel. God’s concern and love for Gentiles and outcasts is a theme of the entire Bible!  
 

Jesus refused to do miracles for them but instead gave pointed illustrations and a severe application that moved 

the congregation from a desire for miracles to the realization of what Jesus was teaching, the reality of God’s 

blessing and compassion on the hated Gentiles. Jesus didn’t just tell them that the Gentiles would receive 

blessings, but He reminded them, they already did! He implied His hearers were as unbelieving as the Baal-

worshiping citizens of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the days of Elijah and Elisha, the darkest and most 

evil time in Jewish history! And they understood His message and didn’t like the application at all!  

 

“28And __all__ they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with __wrath__, 29And 

rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, 

that they might cast him down headlong. 30But he __passing__ through the midst of them went his way,” 

Luke 4:28-30 
 

III. Rejection in the Synagogue Jesus' early ministry in Judea found the general public widely and readily 

accept His person and word. Here in His hometown synagogue, we find the first bitter episode of violent 

rejection.  John the Baptist, Paul, Stephen in Acts, the prophets of the Old Testament all learned, powerful 

preaching brings opposition.  
 

“all they in the synagogue,…were filled with wrath,” – The Bible is plain, every single person in that synagogue 

was full of anger! The Greek has the idea of a growing, filling of rage that built into a riot.   

 

 

“rose up, and thrust him…..led him…..cast him down headlong.” – At the first visit of Christ to the temple the 

Religious Leaders wanted to throw Him out and now Jesus’ hometown crowd does! Murder was in their heart. 

Nazareth does have some steep, jagged cliffs in their area. The crowd rushed Jesus, physically grabbed Him, 

miss handling him, dragging, jostling, pushing, and pulling him with the desire to throw him off the local cliff! 

Even today, the tour guides in Nazareth will point out the likely spot the crowd desired to take Jesus, the hill of 

precipitation.  

 

 

“But he passing through the midst of them went his way,” – There are many theories on what this means 

exactly, but most feel Jesus either disappeared completely or the power of His presence and person, caused 

them to stand down and let Him pass. We do know it was divine protection for His hour had not yet come! We 
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will find Jesus escaping death by a mob several times in His ministry. (John 7, 8, 10) One day a mob will cry 

“Crucify Him, Crucify Him” and they will succeed!  

 

J. Dwight Pentecost finished this episode of Jesus’ ministry with this statement, “The reception afforded Christ 

in the synagogue of Nazareth provides a glimpse of the reception which the nation was to give Him in the days 

ahead. They listened to His words and then rejected His claims. They would put Him to death in an effort to 

escape His condemnation.” p. 141 

 

 

Believers Application: 
 

1. Often, people are not taken seriously when giving spiritual truth to family or close friends. Why would this be 

true? Has it happened to you? How can we combat this Biblically? Often the people who know us best will 

reject the Gospel and Biblical truth from our lips. Satan may cause them to look at our inconsistencies, past 

relationship problems, or character weakness, causing the words of truth to seem they have no effect. In other 

words, they can’t hear God’s truth because we are speaking it. But…. 
 

1. Remember this is human nature based on pride. Whether is it baking a pie, or using a new computer 

if we as a family member or friend give instructions or advise it can be construed as a desire to control, 

interfere, or even believe that we don’t what we are talking about! Having contempt for the word of 

friends and family is prideful human nature.  

 

 

2. Remember this is not always the case! When the Holy Spirit is at work, people will respond. The 

Devil may whisper the lie that our dear ones will not listen to us based on our past blunders causing us 

to shy away from taking opportunities God could open. We must be faithful witnesses to our family and 

friends as God gives us the opportunity. 

 

 

3. Remember to allow God to do the work, give Scripture, be loving, be humble, they cannot deny your 

testimony and what God has done in your life.  

 

Paul has instruction for this setting in 2 Tim 2:23-26. 

 

 

2. The world perceives the church of God as against many things. Yet, in this message to Christ’s synagogue in 

Nazareth, Jesus makes it very clear who He is “for”! If we desire to be like Jesus, we should also be “for” these 

people!  (adapted from Eagle Brook Church, MN, Series of messages 2022 titled “For”) 

 

According to Luke 4:18, Jesus is for: 
 

• The Lost – All throughout this verse are references to preaching, the good news of the Gospel, 

deliverance, giving liberty, and healing. These actions are in direct response to the lost! Jesus said this 

plainly in Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” He gave 

multiple discourses on this same fact. He came for the lost, He died for the lost, He pursues the lost, He 

loves the lost!  

 

 

• The Poor – God is for the poor; this is a Bible principle. He is for the poor individual, poor family, poor 

widow, and orphan. He is for all those struggling with daily needs. Jesus will say more about His desire 

for His followers in this area in Matthew 25:35-46 but let’s read v. 42-45 – v. 40. “Our money follows 
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our heart.” Are you available and quick to help those with financial needs? Is it your motto, “See a 

need/Meet a need”? Are you seeking to set yourself up to be financially free enough to have money 

available for needs? Perhaps that should be a priority. God is for the poor and we should be quick to be 

also. 

 

 

• The Captive – Jesus is for the prisoner and those under the regime of evil men. Remember Israel 

suffered most of its history under the hard hand of wicked foreign rulers. But ultimately Jesus is for the 

spiritually captive. He came to pay for their freedom! Fear, doubt, discouragement, sin, faithlessness, 

pride, makes one a captive! Sins of addiction and uncontrolled habits also hold people in bondage.    

Gal. 5:1; 2 Cor. 3:17 The Holy Spirit sets us free from the power of sin! Rom. 8:1-2 

 

 

• The Sick – Back in Matt. 25:36, when Jesus was telling His followers the real scope of their ministry 

was ultimately to Him, He said, “Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in 

prison, and ye came unto me.” A huge part of Jesus’ public ministry was healing the sick and He desires 

us to also be sensitive to those who are sick or hurting. Illness and pain is a large part of the human 

experience. Compassion moves towards someone who everyone else moves away from! It as at that time 

hearts can be opened to hearing of God’s love and care for them. Jesus gave this instruction to his 

disciples as he sent them out in Luke 10:9, “And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The 

kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.”  Compassion seeks the sick and gives them the Gospel! That’s 

what Jesus did! 

 

 

Jesus was always for those everyone else ignored. He was so different from the religious establishment known 

at His time. No wonder we read how the multitudes wondered and were amazed at Him. We are called to do the 

same. Love people Jesus loved and died for, all the poor, captives, brokenhearted, sick, and oppressed! We need 

to be for who Jesus was for!  

 


