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Capernaum becomes Jesus’ Home  

Matthew 4:13-16  

  

“Since Capernaum was more Gentile than Jewish, the rejection in Nazareth was a foreshadowing that He would 

extend a gracious ministry to the Gentiles as a result of being rejected as Messiah by Israel.” Pentecost   
  

Matthew, who is from Capernaum, will record Jesus’ coming to reside in his town.   
  

“13And leaving __Nazareth__, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the 

borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by __Isaiah__ the 

prophet, saying, 15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond 

Jordan, Galilee of the __Gentiles__; 16 The people which sat in darkness saw great __light__; and to them 

which sat in the region and shadow of death __light__ is sprung up.” Matthew 4:13-16  

Capernaum at the time of Christ:   
  

           Capernaum was a Roman Settlement (Gentile) – Rome took over Palestine in 63 BC, they built 

Capernaum as an outpost and center of Roman government for the Northern provinces. Over and over, I read 

that it was very much a city with a mixed population, more Gentile than Jewish! Matter of fact, all of Galilee 

was a melting pot of nationalities while Judea boasted of being more racially pure.  Samaria – mixed race; 

Galilee – mixed population 

  

  

           Capernaum was a Progressive Community – Manufacturing district; 4,000 ships sailed on the Sea of 

Galilee many harbored in the greater Capernaum area; Farming and food production, fertile land produced 

much of the food for all of Israel. Men of Europe, Asia, Africa meet together in Capernaum’s streets; it was a 

worldly and wicked area, far from God.    

  

  

“he came and dwelt in Capernaum” – After the attempt on Jesus life, He permanently made His headquarters 

Capernaum. The Greek word “dwelt” means, “live, to take up residence” It was about 20 miles from Nazareth. 

Jesus will teach, preach, and do miracles in this area until He leaves for the last time for Jerusalem. Capernaum 

will become center for His itinerary ministry through all that district.    

  

  

“upon the sea coast, borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:” – Don’t be confused by what sea coast is meant here, 

it is the Sea of Galilee, not the Mediterranean. Zabulon and Nephthalim were part of the antient division of 

Israel extending back to the time of Joshua still known at the time of Matthew. This gives a larger picture, 

Capernaum, and her suburbs – the whole northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. Josephus suggested there were 

many villages in the range of 15,000 people scattered in this area.   

  

  

“That it might be fulfilled” – Matthew loved to point out to how Christ’s life fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. 

Jesus’ coming into Galilee is a fulfillment of Isaiah 9:1-2; 42:6-7; 49:6.  

  

  

“by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;” – Scholars believe the wording is from the 

perspective of one traveling from the northeast on the main trade route through that area, traveling through 

Israel to the Mediterranean Sea. “Galilee of the Gentiles” is a term for this region at the time of Isaiah. You see 

it was a Gentile area during Isaiah’s lifetime. Israel had always been a bridge for trade routes from Europe and 

Asia to Africa.   
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“The people which sat in darkness saw great light;” – When used in the New Testament the Greek word used 

for “people” usually refers to Israel. It seems the context holds this to be true. Look closely at Isaiah 9:2, Isaiah 

said, “The people that walked in darkness…” but by the time of Matthew quoted this passage the situation was 

so discouraging that he described the people as “sitting in darkness”! Many sitting, without hope, and some 

even content in their darkness. Psalm 1:1 is a good description of the progression that sin and darkness can have 

on an individual. Those without Christ are in the dark! Don’t forget, Matthew sat in darkness at his tax table 

when he saw the great Light, Jesus!   

  

  

“and them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.” – The continuation of the thought of 

darkness is strengthened with the phrase “region and shadow of death.” This refers to that grave time when one 

is not quite dead, the final hours, the time just before death is completed. This is a description of the people 

Jesus appeared to, just as the coming up of the sun after the darkness of night, Jesus appeared suddenly to those 

that sat in darkness and those at the brink of death! Paul speaks of this in 2 Cor. 4:3-6.  

  

  

 

Believers Application:   

  

Zechariah, John the Baptist’s father, first used Isaiah’s description of Christ the Messiah in Luke 1:78-79, a 

”dayspring from on high…to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 

into the way of peace.” In John 8:12, Jesus calls Himself Light! His great light was seen by His preaching, 

teaching, and healing. It was clear and strong, not a weak light like a candle but great like the sun!   

  

Biblical Definition of “darkness” – Darkness is anything in this world that is anti-God: the wicked – Prov. 2:12-

13 Darkness is often used in Scripture as a symbol of sin and its effects. Col. 1:12-13 

 

 

Biblical Definition of “light” – God is light. Character of God – holiness, purity (I John 1:5) He is the absolute 

Sovereign who rules over the darkness and the powers of evil. His forgiveness and presence is light to those in 

darkness. God dispels the darkness of this world. Jesus came as the light of the world, breaking through the 

darkness of sin by his work on the cross.  

 

 

For believers to hide his light is to squelch its power, the saving and redeeming work of Christ. Than we are 

living in disobedience to God’s will for our life. Light is such a stark contrast to darkness. The world is very 

aware when they see a believer truly walking in light.   

 

Ways You Can Let Your Light Shine Today: 
 

1. Examine your __heart__. It cannot be light and dark in the same place. Examine your heart for areas of 

sin – a shameful tongue, bitterness, manipulations, controlling attitudes, self-justified blindness. Make a 

honest prayer of Ps. 139:23-34. Cause the darkness in your heart to flee through repentance! You want 

to shed light – then have a clean bulb! Eph. 5:8; Phil. 2:13-15; Rom. 13:12 

 

 

2. Be Authentic, Be __transparent__. Be open, honest, genuine in your approach to shedding light. We’ve 

all gone through trials. A façade of perfection can dimmish the impact of our light. We can have a 

powerful influence when we wisely share our struggles with others, showing it’s possible to have hope 

amongst sorrow, hardship, and sinful failures. Matt. 5:15 
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3. __Encourage__ Others. In the 21st century, more than any other time, we can almost instantly 

encourage, support, cheer on, and help others. Through texts, emails, posts, sharing articles, calling, or 

personal visits, we can hold others up with positive communication or actions! By being available and 

listening we can show people we care! This takes time and effort----do it! 2 Cor. 1:3-4 

 

 

4. Read the __Bible__; Know the __Bible__. Psalm 119:105 tells us that the word of God has the power to 

lead us in life. The word of God is a light to our path! As we desire to shed light to others, we will have 

the opportunity to shine the way to God and everlasting life! God’s light shining through us gives us that 

chance! As we daily immerse ourselves in God’s rich words, we can illuminate them to others! 

 

 

5. __Praise__ the name of God when given opportunity. I find this to be a very easy way to shed the light 

of God in darkness. No one can argue with the goodness of God within your personal experience. A 

verbal unshaken faith in the face of difficulty or pain can be a bright beacon for the Lord. Ps. 18:49 

 

 

6. Speak __Truth___ - no matter what but balance it with __love__. When we shine light God can send us 

into dark places. Our job is to keep our eyes on Him and trust Him as we let Him lead. To speak truth, 

we must know truth. Realize, it is God’s truth that will set people in darkness free. Balance truth with 

love, gentleness, and compassionate words. Be patient looking for opportunities to give truth in love! 

Eph. 4:14-18 

 

 

7. __Pray__, __Pray__, __Pray__ - Trust God will lead you. Pray for a bright light. Pray for opportunities. 

Pray for wisdom and sensitivity to God and others. Pray for God’s leading. Pray to be used. Col. 4:2-6 

 

 

We are called to reflect His light! (2 Cor. 4:4; Acts 26:18) I can’t help but think that there is a strong connection 

between the Beatitudes in verses 3-12 and the fact that Jesus calls us salt and light (Matt. 5:14-16). We live this 

way to bring others to the place of bringing God glory! Let’s make sure we are reflecting the great Light of 

Jesus!   

 
 

   

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   


