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Vol. 2 #16 TEd 

Healing of Demonic in the Synagogue 
Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31-37 

 

The people were first amazed at the powerful __teaching__ of Jesus. Then they will be astonished with His 

__power__ over the realm of Satan. This was the first time it is recorded that Jesus cast out a __demon__.  
 

“And __they__ went (“came down” Luke 4:31) into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he 

entered into the synagogue, and __taught__. 22And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught 

them as one that had authority, and not as the __scribes__ (“for his word was with power.” Luke 4:32).” 

Mark 1:21-22 Geek Fact – When Jesus was in Nazareth, the elevation there was almost 1200 feet above sea 

level. As we had said before, Capernaum and the Sea of Galilee were 700 feet below sea level. Hence, the 

“came down” comment in Luke 4:31! 
 

I.  The setting 
 

A. “And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, 

and taught.” – This city and new synagogue had become the new homebase for Jesus and as was the 

normal pattern of Jesus, He was found in the synagogue on the Sabbath. Though He was not a religious 

elitist, yet Jesus had already established Himself as worthy of speaking, the role of a Rabbi. 

 

 

  B. “And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the    

  scribes (for his word was with power.” Luke 4:32).” Mark loved to record the emotional responses of men    

  toward Jesus. In this event of Jesus, Mark will use several words to describe the emotions found in the  

  synagogue that day!  
 

                      Scribes and their teaching techniques – The Scribe’s main task was the preservation of the 

Scriptures. They took this job very seriously but as time passed, they made themselves self-proclaimed 

interpreters and teachers and the people depended on them for truth from God. At the time of Christ, they were 

mostly very shallow and unaware of the deeper truths of the Old Testament. They enjoyed stories without 

substance, eloquent speech, quoting past scribes, and gaining a following. Very little was given in their 

teachings that would move men toward repentance of sin, reveal God’s heart, or stir a love for God or their 

fellow man. 

John 7:16-18 

                                  

   

                      astonished – In Greek, this is a very forceful word meaning to strike suddenly with intense 

amazement. But of course, they would be amazed, the man before them was Jesus Christ, God in the flesh! 

 

 

                      doctrine – This word has a broader meaning than just a teaching; the idea is one of both the 

teaching content as well as the manner in which those words were given! Jesus’ words would have been very 

understandable, personal, relatable, yet pointed straight to their heart and soul because the man before them was 

Jesus Christ, God in the flesh!  

 

 

                      authority – Remember the method of the day was to quote ancient Rabbis and Scribes, comparing 

and highlighting, teacher with teacher. They literally forgot to preach Scripture and truth. Instead, they ran after 

religious thought and argument! Jesus was so different from the status quo, He was able to express the heart of 

God for man because the man before them was God in the flesh!  
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       C.  “for his word was with power” – This is centered on the idea that Christ’s speech was full of power 

based on the authority in His demeaner and words. He knew what He was talking about and displayed it in His 

words and manner! He was confident, bold, and forward because He was God in the flesh! John 1:14; 3:34 

 
 

“And there was __in__ their synagogue a man with an __unclean__ spirit (“devil” (demon is the better 

translation) Luke 4:33); and he cried out (“with a __loud__ voice,” Luke 4:33), 24Saying, Let __us__ alone; 

what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I _know_ thee who 

thou art, the Holy One of God.” Mark 1:23-24 
 

II.  The Problem 
 

A. “And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit;” – This is the New Testament way of 

saying demon! “unclean” is a perfect word to describe a demon – morally impure in every way! It is in 

perfect contrast to Jesus Christ, the God-man who stood before him! Please don’t miss the fact that the 

demon-possessed man was in the synagogue! Places of worship are not exempt from evil! 

 

Demon and Demon Possession – Demons are evil intelligences ruled by Satan who seek to gain control 

of human beings as a media of expression and control, cause misery and fear, and tempt people to sin. 

They are fallen angels who joined Satan in rebellion against God. They have limited power set by God 

and know they will be judged by Him one day. Demons have been known to cause sickness, deafness, 

dumbness, insanity, and knowledge outside the normal realm of man. Interestingly, in Matthew 4:24, the 

Scriptures seem to differentiate between demon possession and mental illness. 
 

During the time of Christ, demon possession was rapid. The lack of true belief and following of God and 

His ways, along with the extreme pagan practices everywhere, caused darkness to be great! There were 

exorcists who us charms and magic words that could coerce demons to leave their victims. But basically, 

it was the power of evil moving on the power of evil! That is why this type of spiritualism was strictly 

forbidden in the Old Testament!  Jesus came to “set a liberty” Luke 5:18, and we will find the mention 

of Christ casting out demons over 30 times. On the two occasions, Jesus sent out His disciples to preach 

and heal (Mark 6:7; Luke 10:1-17), power over demons was part of their abilities. This seemed a great 

surprise to them as they mentioned it in Luke 10:17.  
 

In this event of Christ, the demon will control the thinking, speaking, feeling, and actions of this man in 

the synagogue, in other words, the entire mind and will were under the control of the demon! 

Remember, Satan loves death, unclean morals, confusion, and despises God, purity, church, believers in 

Christ, and God’s Word.  Often we see demons disturbing the giving of God’s truth like this incident.  
 

Geek Fact: Mark begins his narrative of Christ’s miracles with this casting out of the demon. John will 

only record seven miracles, but no demons are cast out. Instead, he will record three times the Religious 

Leaders declaring that Jesus is possessed by the devil! (John 7:20; 8:48-52; 10:20-21) 
 

 

B.  “Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth?” – Here we see the demon 

interrupting and verbally abusing Jesus in the synagogue. The demon is showing his displeasure, fear, 

and even agony at the presence of Christ as he cried out with a loud voice! The Greek gives the attitude 

of the demon as being “meddled with.”  “Why do you interfere with us?” The “us” seems to make sense 

as understood to be the demon along with the human host. Here in the synagogue the demon clearly 

identifies Jesus as from Nazareth. Several scholars suggested that the demon was trying to cast doubt on 

the listeners about Jesus being the Messiah by mentioning Nazareth.  
 

                         “art thou come to destroy us?” – The demons exist with the fact that their destruction is coming!  

                         Jude 6; Matt. 25:41 
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                         “I know thee who thou art,” – Notice the pronoun “I.” This is the very words of the demon. The  

                          human host would probably not had said this with such confidence, but the demon would have  

                          known exactly who Jesus was! We can be fairly confident; this was supernatural knowledge!  

                          We read the accounts of Jesus healing specific demon-possessed people seven times within the  

                          Gospel accounts; the demons always recognize Christ. James 2:19 

 

 

“the Holy One of God.” – Old Testament name of Christ – Ps. 16:10; This statement is both a 

name of Christ, a description of His character, and from where He came! Holy – sinless; One – 

deity; of God – from God This is exactly the truths still denied by unbelievers today! Jesus, part 

of the Godhead, the sinless son of God! 
 

 

“And Jesus __rebuked__ him, saying, Hold thy peace (Gk - __Command - Be muzzled; Be gagged; Be quiet; 

Shut-up – same words as calming the storm in Mark 4:39__), and come out of him. 26And when the unclean 

spirit had (“throne him in the midst,” Luke 4:35) torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of 

him (“and __hurt__ him not” Luke 4:35).” Mark 1:25-26 
 

III.  The Solution 
 

A. “And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him.” – Jesus spoke directly to the 

demon. Christ never allowed demons to declare who He was! Jesus did not need the Devil and his 

angels to proclaim this truth! He was not in a league with Satan. When casting out the demon, Jesus did 

no “hocus pocus” charm or magic words, He simply commanded the demon to be quiet and immediately 

come out of the man – no debate, no coercing, no elaborate exorcism – Jesus’ words were enough.      

 

 

B.  “And when the unclean spirit had torn him (caused him to convulse), and cried with a loud voice, he 

came out of him.” – Do you realize what a disturbing, terrifying, and frightening scene this was? And please 

remember where this was happening, in the synagogue! A hostile outside force was controlling this man, 

and it did not want to leave without a fight or at least inflict harm! But ultimately the demon was unable to 

resist the command of Christ! 
       

 

      C.   “and hurt him not” – Here is the insight of Luke the physician. The Greek carries the weight of surprise,  

      all of this violence did not cause the man any hurt. Luke seemed to see it as another miracle. 

 
 

“And they were _all_ amazed, insomuch that they questioned (“_spake_” Luke 4:36) among themselves, 

saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? (“What a word is this!” Luke 4:36) for with 

authority (“and power” Luke 4:36) commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him. (“and 

they come out.” Luke 4:36) 28And __immediately__ his fame spread abroad throughout all (“into every 

place” Luke 4:37) the region round about Galilee.” Mark 1:27-28 
 

IV.  The Reaction 
 

A. “And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying,” Here are the 

whisperings among the congregation that witnessed all these happenings. Both passages tell us again, 

how the people were so amazed and didn’t understand (“questioned”) based on the extreme contrasts of 

what was their normalize. But this reaction of amazement was always the outcome of Jesus’ words, 

authority, and power. (Matt. 7:28; 13:54; 19:25; 22:33; Mark 1:22; 6:2; 7:37; 10:26; 11:18; Luke 2:48; 

4:32; 9:43)           
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                        “What thing is this?” – This question is a direct result of the manner Jesus cast out the demon –              

                        no spell or enchantment. They just could not comprehend Jesus’ authority and power!  

 
 

                         “What new doctrine is this?” – This question seems to have a hint of hope that Jesus was the  

                         Messiah. It is based on His teaching and methods. Again, Jesus was so different from anything  

                         religious they had ever heard or seen. God’s chosen people were so far from Him, that they  

                         could not recognize it when He stood before them! 

 
 

                        “What a word is this!” – This question is a result of Jesus’ command of the demon. The power  

                        and authority of Christ over the demonic world was astonishing to the crowd! 

 

              “for with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.” – Here is the  

              talking points – Everyone knew that the man was possessed, Jesus forced the demon out and they were  

              confused but amazed!  

 
 

B. “And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region around about Galilee.” – 

Nicodemus, the Pharisee, living among the religious elite of Israel, said this about Jesus’ miracles and 

amazing works, “we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that 

thou doest, except God be with him.” In Galilee, they are not so sure, eventually, almost all will reject 

Him! Here on the Sabbath, we see this man healed, then Jesus will go to Peter’s home and heal Peter’s 

mother-in-law, and by nightfall, the lines will form down the streets of Capernaum looking for healing 

miracles. His fame did spread immediately! Mark 1:32-33 

                   

Believers Application: 
 

1.  Jesus had power over evil and He still does! As we live in this terrifying world, we must remember Jesus has 

power over evil! We must keep in mind that the same amazing power demonstrated in this incident of Christ’s 

earthly life, stands between us and the forces of evil today! This is a God-principle that we find it throughout 

His word, a truth for both the Old and New Testament saint!  2 Sam. 22:3-4; Ps. 91; Luke 10:19; James 4:7;  

2 Thess. 3:3; 2 Tim. 4:18; I John 4:4; 5:5, 18   

 

 

2.  As Jesus taught with authority, we can also teach with that same authority!  Titus 2:15 Christ’s preaching 

was so different from what the crowds were accustomed to. His words were full of truth and reality, light and 

relief, humility and comfort. The people were deeply and strangely moved with wonder, joy, and a healthy fear 

at times. As we study His sermons and messages, we will find these reactions over and over again; our hearts 

should be moved with the same feelings as the crowds in Galilee! Matthew 11:28-30 We will find every time 

Jesus preaches, some will receive and believe, others will go away to consider, and yet there are always those 

that reject and rebel against Him!  As I was considering this passage, I found myself asking God for the same 

teaching ability as Christ, teaching with the Holy Spirit’s power to communicate truths that are practical for 

daily life, but also challenging toward repentance of sin and to insight a desire for positive change. Is that out of 

reach – of course, I thought, I’m not a holy God! But yet, inside of me as a believer, and inside of you as a 

believer lives the Holy Spirit! (Acts 2:39) We have the Holy Spirit to give us power just as He gave Christ 

power! In the Upper Room, Jesus told the disciples plainly about the coming and work of the Holy Spirit within 

us. (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:7-15) As we go and give the Gospel and make disciples remember, as amazed as the 

crowds were at Christ’s words and works, it did not change their hearts and lives! It is still the power of the  
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3. Jesus’ methods, words, and power were so different from the Jews’ normal religious activities had fallen. 

When their Messiah stood among them, they couldn’t discern or understand who He was and what He taught? 

How about us? Can we discern God’s ways, words, and power? Nicodemus, one of the most studied Pharisees 

of his day, had to admit Jesus was from God based on the miracles Christ performed. He was getting warm to 

the fact of who Jesus was, but was not to the point of recognizing Jesus as the Christ. John 1:11 – The Jews 

never welcomed Jesus.  
 

But are we much like the Jews of Jesus’ day? Are we far from the truths, ways, and power found in the 

Scripture and life lived in the Spirit?  
 

1. Oh, that our normal is God’s truth – we need to know it straight from His Book!  

 

2. Oh, that our normal is God’s ways – we are not confused with man’s methods – our ways should 

be based on God’s ways 

 

3. Oh, that our normal is God’s power – we live and serve by the power of God, not on our own 

strength  
 

The Jews were so blind to the truths of God they couldn’t recognize their Messiah. Oh, that we are faithful 

followers and know His words, ways, and power well! 

 


