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Healing of a Leper
Matthew 8:2-4: Mark 1:40-45: Luke 5:12-16

This leper came to Jesus with great _ faith  in Christ’s ability to heal him. But we find in his joy over being
healed, the leper __ disobeyed  Christ.

This is not only a narrative of a single leper being healed by Christ but also gives us the reason Jesus changed
from a city to city, town to town ministry in Galilee, and moved into an open-air wilderness setting. Because
this leper disobeyed Jesus, He had to relocate based on the crowds of those desiring to be healed. Moving
forward, this open-air backdrop will be the main pattern of Christ.

Leprosy — the Disease — At the time of Christ, by far the most feared diagnosis someone could hear was —
leprosy! It was considered an incurable, loathsome disease. It was known as a living death (Miriam’s leprosy —
words of Aaron to Moses alluded to leprosy as a “living death” Num. 12:12); slow, lonely, miserable, despised
existence. (Lev. 13:45-46) It would begin with white spots on the hand and slowly spread throughout the body.
It is primarily a disease that attacks the nerves, killing off nerve endings. Between injury and the skin wearing
away, the sufferer could live for years before the disease began to attack vital organs and bring on death. By that
time, the leper would have lost fingers, toes, ears, nose, and lips, leaving them maimed and deformed.

Today, leprosy can be cured with treatment. According to the World Health Organization, about 208,000 people
have an active case at this time, most of them in Asia and India.

Leprosy — the Law of Moses — Leviticus 13-14 deals with leprosy and other skin issues but all are under the
heading of leprosy. Please realize, what is called leprosy in these chapters, many times would resolve after the
given time periods, not being leprosy at all! But unfortunately, true leprosy could be the final diagnosis, sending
the victim into a terrible life! Some of the laws laid on them were: living outside the city walls; shaving their
heads; tearing their clothes; covering their face; and crying “unclean, unclean” — their life would be lived as a
mourner; if by some miracle they were healed or misdiagnosed, there was a very elaborate series of offerings
that needed to be done as a testimony of the cure to the priests. The priests acted as society's health agent, only a
priest could pronounce clean or unclean. (Notice, the terms were not well or sick; not cured or ill; - it was
termed clean or unclean!)

Leprosy — the Stigma — By the time of Christ, the religious writings of present and past Rabbis had made
leprosy much more than a horrible and unfortunate disease! It was believed that leprosy came straight from the
hand of God in judgment, and it would continue as a family curse, for up to four generations! Perhaps they used
the incident of Miriam, but God had used many different judgments to punish wrongdoers. So, this was an
unfair deduction. The idea of being unclean moved from the defilement of the disease to the defilement before
God because of sin, and with it, a great amount of judgment fell on the lives of the leper! Touching a leper was
only second to touching a dead person. | read several times that Rabbis were known to throw rocks at a leper!
They were treated inhumanly by the very ones who were to teach Israel about the love and mercy of God!

Also, the Rabbi's writings included all kinds of cures and concoctions for a variety of ailments, but nothing is
found written on leprosy. They had no power over it! In their thinking, it was as difficult to cure leprosy as
raising the dead!



Leprosy — Biblical Symbolism — From the first mention of leprosy after the sin of Miriam against Moses,
leprosy is associated with sin and punishment. Be sure, that not everyone who contracted leprosy did so from
the hand of God for punishment. But it certainly is used in the Bible as an example of the uncleanness and
separation that sin can produce. Warren Wiersbe had this outline comparing of sin and leprosy as seen in the
Bible. 1) Sin is deeper than an outward manifestation! Sin is a heart problem! Lev. 13:3 compared with

Jer. 17:9 2) Sin spreads! Lev. 13:8 compared with Prov. 13:20 3) Sin defiles and isolates Lev. 13:8 compared
with Is. 59:2 4) Sin makes us fit for fire Lev. 13:52, 57 compared with Rev. 20:15.

Leprosy — and Jesus — This is the first recorded leper healed by Jesus. The demeanor and attitude of Christ
were so different from that of the Religious Leaders of the day! Even the leper picked up on the fact that he was
valued by Jesus, for starters, he came to Jesus without fear of retaliation! Had he heard Jesus preach? Observed
the gentle compassion of Christ? Did the leper know of others with incurable diseases and injuries that Jesus
lovely healed? We do not know, but what we know is that this desperate leper, saw a vast difference in Jesus
and was convinced Christ had the power to make him clean!

Now, we are ready to look at he passages. We will use Mark as our main source and bring in the other details
found in Matthew and Luke.

“And (“it came to pass, when he was in a certain __city ,” Luke 5:12)(“behold,” Matthew 8:2) there
came a leper (“__full _ of leprosy:” Luke 5:12) to him, (“fell on his face,” Luke 5:12) beseeching him, and
kneeling down to him, and (“__worshipped  him,” Matthew 8:2) saying unto him, (“__Lord ,” Matthew
8:2) If thou wilt, thou canst make me __ clean_.” Mark 1:40

I. The Request

» “certain city,” — Jesus had told the disciples earlier, that He was going to move to the “next towns”
and “other cities” preaching the kingdom of God. Though we don’t know what city this event of
Jesus’ ministry happened, we do know He is in a city, fulfilling God’s plan for His life, preaching
the good news of the kingdom!

> “full of leprosy:” — Luke, the doctor, couldn’t help but give a clear analysis of the advanced
progression of this man’s leprosy. The extent of his illness would have made him repulsive. The
leprosy patches, and his maimed and grotesque appearance would have been very apparent to all.

» “worshipped him,” — Matthew tells us this man worshipped Jesus. The strength of the Greek has this
man throwing himself down on his face, not even being able to look at Jesus and shamelessly
begging Christ for his life! Don’t miss the fact that the leper called Jesus “Lord.” All of this action
was a visible testimony to the strong belief this man had in Jesus’ power to heal!

» “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” — Here is a statement of faith. Not “will you make
me clean” or “are you able to make me clean” but “if you will, you can make me clean!” What
confidence He had in the power of Jesus! This man saw Jesus as God with the ability to heal, but he
also saw God’s will being part of his outcome! This is an attitude we as Christ followers must have



at our core! Belief in God’s ability to answer all our petitions, but the humility to allow God’s
wisdom to dictate the outcome!

“4And Jesus, moved with __compassion__, put forth his hand, and __touched  him, and saith unto him,
I will; be thou __clean__. *?And as soon as he had spoken, __immediately  the leprosy departed from
him, and he was __cleansed__.” Mark 1:41-42

I1. The Healing

> “moved with compassion” — The book of Mark is full of action and emotion. Here we find another
example, Mark is the only one who tells of the compassion of Jesus in this event. This is a strong
word in Greek that means, “a product of love when seeing the misery of another, having sympathetic
pity, deeply moved, emotionally moved, moved to action seeking to relieve it.” Christ had
compassion for this leper’s misery, illness, hopelessness, and isolation! In the Gospels, Jesus is the
only person this word is associated with. Christ used this word in His parables, but no other person is
described as having “compassion.” Christ did not move from one sad human situation to the next
unmoved. He was very much affected by the sad plight of the people.

> “touched him,” — When the pious Religious Leaders were known to throw rocks at lepers, Jesus
touched him. What a contrast! This man had probably not been touched for years! But in
compassion, Jesus touched him! Jesus was not defiled by the man! Instead, this leper was made
whole when Jesus touched him! Jesus didn’t have to, He could have just spoken the word, but Jesus
touched him! No one is untouchable in Jesus’ eyes! Have you ever felt the compassionate touch of
Christ? Has your soul ever had your fears and anxieties calmed by His touch? The words of God that
we find in the Scriptures have that kind of power! I challenge you to make some notecards or have a
sheet of your favorite verses that meet your soul’s needs. Here are some of my favorites: Rom. 8:28;
Jer. 29:11; Is. 40:30-31; Luke 22:31-32; Ps. 121:5-8 Find your list of favorites; memorize them,
make them a part of your heart, and let Jesus touch you when your heart and mind are in need!

» “I will; be thou clean.” — We have two statements of Christ here; “I will” is the affirmation to the
leper that Jesus would heal him; and “be thou clean.” is the authoritative command of Christ to the
banishment of the disease! And...

> “immediately the leprosy departed from him,” — Just as with Peter’s mother-in-law, the Scriptures tell
us “immediately” the illness left him! Every Gospel record tells us of Jesus’ touch, words, and the
immediate result of healing. The wording is almost exactly the same.

“43And he straitly charged him (Gk - __strictly, sternly commanded him_ ), and forthwith sent him away
(Gk - __immediately cast him out/thrust him out/driveth him out (Mark 1:12) ); #*And saith unto him, See
thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer (“the gift” Matthew
8:4) for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a _testimony _ unto them.”

Mark 1:43-44




I11. The Command

» “he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away;” — As | studied, | repeatedly read that
perhaps this incident of Christ happened in a house or some other confined area. The word “behold”
in Luke’s narrative (Luke 5:12) has the idea of “suddenly appeared,” like someone could when
coming into a room, and now we find Jesus casting him out. There is strong evidence in all the
English translations | looked at, that Jesus suddenly changed his demeanor from compassion and
healing to anger and irritation. But why all this sudden negative emotion on the part of Jesus? Was it
the man’s reaction, the disciples, the onlookers? We don’t know but Jesus said to him...

» “say nothing to any man:” — JW Shepard, in his book The Christ of the Gospels, described the scene
this way, “So he privately charged the man strictly, with looks, gestures, and tones of
uncompromising insistence and earnestness, that he should tell no man. Then He sent him out
literally “pushing him forth” from the house, with the injunction: “Go and show thyself to the priest
and bear the gift that Moses commanded for a testimony to them.” p. 137
Why this silence? These reasons are found in the Scriptures. 1) Jesus always followed the Mosaic
Law. (Matt. 5:17) 2) What the crowds of healing seekers will do to change the format Jesus desired
for His ministry (steal away time and space for teaching and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom)
And....

» “show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift for thy cleansing” — 2) the Mosaic Law strictly taught
that a healed leper was to go to the priest, present himself as clean, and go through the offering
process. It was only the priest who could officially pronounce the leper clean. The cured leper was
not allowed to move about society until this was done. Jesus will always follow this pattern with
lepers. Luke 17:4 — 10 Lepers

» “for a testimony unto them.” — The ceremony and elaborate collection of sacrifices found in
Lev. 14:2-32 would have been out of the ordinary and a very visible sign that a miracle had taken
place. The priests and Religious Leaders needed to hear about the wonderful works being done in
Galilee, pointing them to the fact the Messiah had come!

“But he went out, and began to publish it much (Lit. - _ proclaimed it freely ), and to blaze abroad the
matter (Lit. - _ spread the news like a wild fire_ ), (“so much the more went there a fame abroad of him:
and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by him of their infirmities.” Luke 5:15)
insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the _ city , but was without in desert places (Lit. -

outside in unpopulated areas_): and they came to him from every quarter. (“And he withdrew himself
into the wilderness, and __prayed .” Luke 5:16)” Mark 1:45

1. Disobedience & the Result

» The Healed Man’s Disobedience — In his excitement, this healed leper totally disregarded the
command of Jesus! Yes, it would have been inconvenient to travel down to Jerusalem to perform the
offerings of Lev. 14. But the Jews were used to being “inconvenienced” by the Law, and most Jews
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did it gladly. But the truth is, this man simply disobeyed the One He had just called Lord! We will
see the cured leper’s ignoring of the strict command of Jesus will cause Christ great inconvenience!

> The Result of his Disobedience

- The people’s reaction — When they heard of Jesus’ power over leprosy, the living death, the
people understandably, came to Jesus “from every quarter.” This phrase in Greek means,
“streams In from everywhere.” In every direction you could have looked came the groups of
travelers coming to see Jesus! We’ve already looked at the passages that tell us that Jesus was
known throughout all the greater Middle East. This healing diverted attention from Jesus’
message and teaching to the healing ministry again.

- Christ’s reaction — Jesus had to withdraw into the open, unpopulated wilderness. He had to go
out into the countryside. No city or town, no synagogue or plaza, could hold the crowds He was
drawing. We will find incident after incident of Christ taking place outside of the towns and
villages He had originally stated He was going to. (Name some — Sermon on the Mount, Feedings
of the 4000 and 5000) My study Bible had this to say, “The people’s enthusiasm over miracles
hinders Jesus’ freedom to preach, causing Him to remain in the desert places.” p. 1494 But
please remember, though the people came for miracles, Christ did preach and teach. He did give
the Gospel of the kingdom! Also, don’t miss the added information Luke gives us, Jesus’ pattern
of withdrawing and praying! All these crowds, all this demand of Christ, all the confusion and
difficulty these large groups would create, all the constant work and needs placed on Him, yet
Jesus would be known to step out of it all, withdraw, and pray! What an example! What is your
first excuse for not praying? I’m afraid often my excuse is ---too busy! How pathetic! Jesus was
never too busy to meet with His heavenly Father. That is our example.

Believers Application:

1. Jesus showed compassion for this leper. Though we cannot heal with our touch, we can touch lives with
compassion and love. This is Christ-likeness! Again, the definition of compassion is “a product of love when
seeing the misery of another, having sympathetic pity, deeply moved, emotionally moved, moved to action
seeking to relieve suffering.” When we live our lives with compassion Jude tells us the result! Jude 17-23
1) Unbelievers are encouraged to come to God - John 13:34-35; Heb 12:14 2) Believers straying from truth are
encouraged to come back - Eph. 4:2-3; Col. 3:14 This kind of compassionate, merciful living is unusual and
draws others. Let’s evaluate our “compassion” level. How are we doing among our children and husband? How
about with our extended family? Church family? Neighbors and friends? Does our life of compassion, mercy,
and love, draw others to Christ?

Please realize, Jesus has this compassion for you too! How wonderful! This is an Old and New Testament
principle: Is. 40:11; Matt. 11:28-30, 23:37; 2 Cor. 8:9; Heb. 2:17; 4:15 (“touched” means “sympathize”)
When you are in despair, feel isolated, feeling that no one cares or understands, throw yourself at Jesus’ feet,
and beg Him for mercy! Jesus’ character is compassion flowing from a heart of love! Wrap yourself in this



truth and stand on this fact, “Jesus loves me, sees me, and in compassion feels the weakness of my soul! He will
hold me fast!” “When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast. When the tempter would prevail, He
will hold me fast. | could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path. For my love is often cold, He must
hold me fast. He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast, For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast.” I
heard that song several years ago, but only recently found out it was first introduced in 1907 at the Moody Bible
Conference in Northfield Mass. by the RA Torrey evangelistic team! It was rediscovered about 10 years ago,
and a new melody was given to the words in 2013. You see, words like that never get old, truths, and the needs
of the heart, never change. “Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast. Precious in His holy sight,
He will hold me fast. He’ll not let my soul be lost His promises shall last. Bought by Him at such a cost, He will
hold me fast.”

2. When we pray, do we ask for Jesus” will or our own will? When the leper came to Jesus, he knew Jesus
could make him clean, but his real question was, “Are you willing?”” This leper showed his dependence on the
will of Christ. Later, Jesus will twice teach His disciples to pray desiring the will of God above all. Matt. 6:10;
Luke 11:1-2. Jesus Himself prayed seeking God’s will. Matt. 26:42 Ladies, this should be our pattern for
prayer! Above all else, we desire the will of our heavenly Father!

3. Do we have faith like this leper? Do we believe Jesus can work “miracles” for us? Do we live by faith?
Remember, faithlessness does not please God, Heb. 11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him,
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”
“What is the opposite of living by faith? Practically, how is faithlessness lived out!? 1) Fear is faithlessness —
John 14:27 2) Worry is faithlessness — Matt. 6:31-33 3) Disobedience is faithless — James 4:4; 1 John 2:15

4) Prayerlessness is faithlessness — Phil 4:6-7 Let’s live trusting God, in peace, obedient to His Word, and
seeking Him in all things! Let's live by faith!

4. We cannot, in our pride, disregard Jesus’ teaching. A wise man will learn Jesus’ words and do them. We
must remember, even in this man’s enthusiasm, disobedience to Jesus’ direct command resulted in negative
consequences in Christ’s ministry. This can happen to us as well! Let’s consider this thought in the realm of
the Great Commission — giving the Gospel and making disciples! When studying this event of Jesus, | read an
interesting observation: At this point of Christ’s ministry, Jesus strictly told the leper to tell no one about his
healing, but instead, the man told everyone! In contrast, as believers, we’re told to tell everyone about the
spiritual healing Christ has brought us and can bring to them! Our direct disobedience to this command and not
spreading (“blazing abroad”) the truth of the Gospel, hurt the plan of God and brings shame to us as a follower
of Jesus! We must be committed to obeying Christ’s command in this area! Acts 4:19-20; Eph. 6:19-20;

Phil. 1:20



