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Jesus Answers the Disciples of John
Matthew 9:14-17; Mark 2:18-22; Luke 5:33-39

This incident of Christ seems to be a continuation of questioning at or near the time of Matthew’s
This question concerning is generated by the disciples of John the Baptist. Jesus is going to enunC|ate
a great principle and reveal the fact that sweeping changes are coming and the old and new cannot mix.

“(“And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast (GK - ): and they come”
Mark 2:18) And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John (“and the Pharisees” Matthew 9:14)

often, and make , and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; (“but thy disciples
fast not?” Matt. 9:18) but thine eat and drink?” Luke 5:33

I. Question Concerning Jesus’ Disciples’ Lack of Fasting

e “disciples of John” —

e “fasting” —

e “the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast:” —

e “but thy disciples fast not?/“but thine eat and drink?” —

“And he (“Jesus” Matthew 9:15)) said unto them, Can ye make the children of the bridechamber (Lit. -
) fast (“mourn” Matthew 9:15), while the bridegroom is with them? (“as long as they
have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.” Mark 2:19) *But the days come, when the

bridegroom shall be taken away (Gk - ) from them, and shall they fast in
those days.” Luke 5:34-35

I1. Jesus Teaching Concerning Fasting

e “Can ye make the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them?”/“as long as
they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.” —



e “the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in
those days.” —

I11. Jesus Teaches Concerning the Old and New Way

Parable Defined:

Parable of the Garment:

“And he spake also a unto them; No man putteth (“seweth” Mark 2:21) a piece of a new
garment (“cloth” Matthew 9:16) (L.it. - ) upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new
maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old. (“else the new piece
that filled it up taketh away from the old, and the rent is made worse.” Mark 2:21) Luke 5:26

e The Parable -

e The Parable’s Meaning —

Parable of the Wine Skins:

“And no man putteth new wine (Lit. - ) into old bottles (Lit. - );
else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled (“runneth out” Matthew 9:17), and the bottles
(“will be marred:” Mark 2:22) shall perish. 3But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are
preserved. ** No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is

.” Luke 5:37-39

e The Parable -

e The Parable’s Meaning —

e “No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.” —



Believer’s Application:

1. Let’s take a look at “fasting” in the New Testament church.

2. Just as the Jewish rituals and traditions could not be mixed with the grace of the Gospel, so we must be
careful not to take on new rituals and traditions or try to put these on others.
Name changes churches have seen over the last 30-40 years: (Some can be hard for us old-timers!)

Name unchangeable Principles of Scripture:



