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Jesus Heals a Lame Man
John 5:1-18
“Although opposition to Jesus smoldered beneath the surface, the story of Jesus’ healing at the Pool of Bethesda
highlights the beginning of open _______________ toward Him.” John MacArthur
“After this there was a ______________ of the Jews; and Jesus went _______ to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is
at Jerusalem by the sheep market (Lit. - _____________) a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue
Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent ( ___________) folk, of blind,
halt (___________), withered (_____________), waiting for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel went
down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the
water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.” John 5:1-4 (Italicize mine)
I. The “Intriguing” Setting
•

“feast of the Jews” –

•

Pool of Bethesda –

•

“troubled the water” –

“And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 6 When Jesus __________
him lie, and ___________ that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be
made whole? 7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I _________ no man, when the water is troubled, to
put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 8Jesus saith unto him,
Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 9And _______________ the man was made whole, and took up his bed,
and walked: and on the same day was the _______________.” John 5:5-9
II. The “Unusual” Healing
•

“infirmity thirty and eight years.” –

•

“Jesus saw him lie, and knew” –

•

“Wilt thou be made whole? –
1

•

“I have no man,” –

•

“Rise, take up they bed, and walk. And immediately the man was made whole,” –

•

“same day was the sabbath day.” –

“The Jews (___________________) therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not
______________ for thee to carry thy bed. 11He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said
unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 12Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee,
Take up thy bed, and walk? 13And he that was healed wist (___________) not who it was: for Jesus had
conveyed himself away (Lit. - _______________________), a multitude being in that place.” John 5:10-13
III. The “Sacred” Sabbath
Jewish Sabbath –

•

“it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.” –

•

“He that made me whole,”/ “wist not who it was:” –

“Afterward Jesus findeth him in the _____________, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole:
_________ no more, lest a ___________ thing come unto thee. 15 The man departed, and _________ the
Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole.” John 5:14-15
IV. The “Stern” Warning
•

“Afterward Jesus findeth him” –

•

“sin no more, lest a worst thing come unto thee.” –
2

•

“told the Jews that it was Jesus” –

“And therefore did the Jews _______________ Jesus, and sought to _________ him, because he had done
these things on the sabbath day.17 But Jesus answered them, ______ Father worketh hitherto, and I work.
18 Therefore the Jews sought the __________ to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but
said also that God was his Father, making himself _________ with God.” John 5:16-18
V. The “Beginning” Persecution
•

“sought to kill him,” = “done these things on the sabbath day.” –

•

“My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” –

•

“sought the more to kill him,” = “making himself equal with God” –

Believers Application:
The Life Application Bible has this note about the invalid man of this miracle. “After 38 years, this man’s
problem had become a way of life…He had no hope of ever being healed and no desire to help himself. His
situation looked hopeless. But no matter how trapped you feel in your infirmities, God can minister to your
deepest needs. Don’t let a problem or hardship cause you to lose hope.”
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Ladies Studying Jesus
Homework – Vol. 3#10
1. There are similarities and differences between the healing at the Pool of Bethesda and the healing of the man
born blind found in John 9. I would like you to compare the two miracles.
Miracle at Pool of Bethesda:

Miracle of Man Born Blind:

Locations of the story:

Locations of the story:

Day of the week:

Day of the week:

Interaction with Religious Leaders:

Interaction with Religious Leaders:

Invalid man’s reactions and attitudes with Jesus:

Blind man’s reactions and attitudes with Jesus:

2. As we study Jesus, we find Him interacting, helping, and ministering to all kinds of people. Build a character
sketch from what we read in the Scriptures concerning the invalid at the Pool of Bethesda. What seemed to be
his level of faith, integrity, understanding, and boldness? Do you find yourself drawn to him as a good man?
Does it seem evident that he had his sins forgiven and his life was changed after meeting Jesus?

3. Knowing Jesus picked out this man from many sick and injured, healed him, and found him later in the
Temple and warned him concerning his sin, what does this show us about Christ? Give at least one verse from
the Epistles that back up your findings concerning the character of God!
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