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Parable of the Sower — Part 1
Matthew 13:1-17; Mark 4:1-12; Luke 8:4-10

Our study is about the mid-point of Jesus' ministry; the days have been long, the crowds huge, and the
opposition from the religious leadership has become emboldened. This is really the height of Jesus' popularity.
Jesus was so busy even His family thought He was overdoing His efforts and had come to take Him away!
Suddenly, Christ’s teaching method changed, and the disciples noticed. The Parable of the Sower is the first of
ten parables found in this seaside discourse. Here Jesus uses these to teach “the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven.” 1) Sower - M/M/L 2) Seed — Mark 3) Tares — Matt. 4) Mustard Seed — M/M 5) Leven — Matt. 6) Hid
Treasure — Matt. 7) Pearl — Matt. 8) Net — Matt. 9) Householder — Matt. 10) Candle — Mark/Luke This series of
parables is another sermon, like the Sermon on the Mount. Not only was it a message given at a specific time, it
was an example of Jesus’ preaching moving forward!

“The _same_day went Jesus _out_ of the house, and sat by the seaside. 2And great multitudes were
gathered together unto him (“Out of _every city” Luke 8:4), so that he went into a ship, and sat (“in the
sea” Mark 4:1); and the whole multitude stood on the shore. And he spake (“taught” Mark 4:2) _many
things unto them in _parables , (“and said unto them in his doctrine (Lit. — the act of teaching as well as the
content taught),” Mark 4:2) saying, (“Hearken,” (listen) Mark 4:2) Behold, a sower went forth to sow (“his
seed” Luke 8:5);” Matthew 13:1-3

I. A Busy Day Continues

“The same day” — This phrase ties this chapter to previous events. We are not given a full day of Jesus’
activities very often within the Gospels, but several commentaries and study books mentioned that this
discourse of parables took place on a very busy day. Warren Wiersbe went as far as to say this was a “crisis
day” in the ministry of Christ. p. 37 Let’s look at this day’s activities:

Heals the possessed, deaf, and dumb man in a house — probably Peter’s home in Capernaum
Religious Leaders accuse Jesus of doing His work by the power of the Devil/asked to do a sign

Mary and His brothers come to take Him — points to disciples, “Behold my mother and my brethern.”
This discourse of parables by the seaside

Calming of the sea — “Peace be still”

“Out of every city” — This phrase from the book of Luke emphasizes the broad scope of Jesus’ audience. They
literally came from everywhere. We cannot have in our minds a little group of raggy peasants, but this was a
great versified multitude of Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, rich, poor, religious, publicans, and pious. Jesus had a
large spectrum of listeners.

“he went into a ship” — Notice, that Jesus moved from the confines of the house, which was so crowded His
family couldn’t reach Him, to the seaside. Here Jesus sat in a boat (both Matthew and Mark mention this — the
position of a Rabbi) and pushed out a bit into the water while the crowd remained on the shore. This gave Him
the natural arena needed to accommodate the growing crowd, and it seems that with the space, the crowd
continued to expand. (We are told that in the countryside crowds well over 4000-5000 would gather for days to
hear Jesus!)

“he spake many things unto them in parables,” — All three of the Gospel books make it very clear, that now
Jesus taught, preached, and communicated to the crowds in parables. The verb “spake”/“taught” is a continual
action. Yes, He had used parables before, but He used them to support a truth He was teaching. (Truth given —



parable to follow to illustrate truth) Now going forward with the multitudes and His followers, the parable will
be the basis of the truth and He will leave it to them to examine and learn! This is a huge shift in His
methodology. Mark 4:33-34; and Matthew 13:34 make this plain.

Parable Defined: The Greek word for parable means “to cast alongside.” It is an everyday occurrence story or
earthly comparison (“like as™) used to convey truth about the unknown. It takes the listener from something
they understand into the realm of something new. Jesus will use them to teach, reinforce, warn, condemn (Matt.
21:45-46), and comfort His listeners. He did not invent parables, they were already a well-used teaching tool in
the Near East, but of course, He was a master with them!

“And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the _wayside , (“and it was trodden down,” Luke 8:5) and the
fowls came and devoured them up: > Some fell upon _stoney places, where they had not much earth: and
forthwith (“immediately” Mark 4:5) they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: 6And when
the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root (“it lacked moisture” Luke 8:6), they
withered away. And some fell among _thorns_; and the thorns sprung up (“with it” Luke 8:7), and
choked them (“and it yielded no fruit.” Mark 4:7): 8 But other fell into _good _ground_, and brought
forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. ° (“And he said unto them, (“he cried,”
Luke 8:8) Mark 4:9) Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Matthew 13:4-9

I1. The Parable This parable taken from their method of agriculture, was familiar to all those listening that day
but to us in the 21% century, not so much! Please realize that the ground had been prepared. We are not hearing
a story about a lazy, careless farmer, the field had been plowed and made ready to receive the seed. But they did
not use machines to make neat, straight rows, instead, the farmer threw the seed and desiring to use all his land,
some would consequently land off the field. A breeze could also put seeds where a farmer didn’t want them.

“wayside” — The fields had pathways that led through the fields that helped in tending and harvesting the crop.
Of course, it was a hard surface, and nothing would grow on it. The seed would be walked on and quickly
become bird food!

“stony places” — These are areas in the fields where the soil covered large rocks and stones that weren’t visible.
The warmth of the sun would heat the rocks under the thin layer of soil and quickly the seed would sprout and
begin to grow, but with the warmth came a drying too, and without any depth of soil, the little seedlings would
soon whither up!

“thorns” — Again, the farmer was not tossing seed into a patch of wild thorns. The ground was plowed and in
the soil were the leftover tough roots of thorns; we might have thistles. Luke tells us the thorns came up with the
seedlings, but the strong, native weeds, quickly overcame the newcomer and choked them out!

“good ground” — So here is where the farmer was aiming and this is where most of his seed fell, for we know
about the wonderful, abundant harvest he eventually received! The ground was prepared, the seed was good,
and the harvest was plentiful! “hundredfold” would mean the ultimate harvest, can’t get better than that! Sixty
and thirtyfold is just above and below average, but respectable. 1000 seeds sown — 300 plants, 600 plants, 1000
plants

“Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” — All three Gospels record this verse, but actually this is a common
saying of Jesus! (Matt. 11:15; 13:43; Mark 4:23; 7:16; Luke 14:35; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29, 3:6, 13, 22) Jesus is



challenging the listener way beyond physical hearing to a spiritual understanding! This phrase is a hint, a
caution sign, that there lies within this story much more than interesting agricultural facts, but instead, a deep
spiritual meaning to learn and apply!

I11. Disciples Question Jesus and His Answer

“And the disciples came, (“And when he was alone, they that were about him _with the twelve asked of
him the parable.” Mark 4:10) and said unto him, _Why speakest thou unto them in parables? (*“_What
might this parable be?” Luke 8:9) 1 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto _you_to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven (“God” Mark 4:11/Luke 8:10), but to them (“that are
without ,” Mark 4:11) it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have
more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore
speak | to them in parables: (“all these things are done in parables:” Mark 4:11) because they seeing see
not (“and not perceive” Mark 4:12); and hearing they hear not, neither do they _understand_ (“lest at any
time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.” Mark 4:12).” Matthew 13:10-13

“the disciples came/they that were about him” — It is interesting to note these questions and Christ’s answer was
not just spoken among Jesus and the twelve disciples. Here we see that larger group of Jesus-followers who
extended beyond just the twelve. It was curious to me when this private time with Jesus happened. Did Christ
take a break? It tells us Jesus was alone, and His followers came to Him. We also know Jesus will go on and
teach more parables to the multitude as well as to only His disciples that day. But all the Gospels dropped these
questions, Jesus’ answer, and the interpretation of the parable here.

“Why speakest thou unto them in parables?” — Those who followed Jesus regularly, who had sat at His feet,
who had received His Words, knew there was a change in style. They wondered why the switched to this new
style of teaching. This was significant and they knew it!

e “itis given unto you to know” — Jesus answers their question, He was only going to teach them
the mysteries of the kingdom. What are the “mysteries of the kingdom?”* John the Baptist and
Christ had both been preaching the kingdom of heaven. Jesus said, “Repent ye: for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.” (Matt. 3:2), and since then He has been offering Himself and the kingdom
to the people. But Israel and their religious system had rejected Him. (John 1:11 — “He came
unto his own, and his own received him not.”) But now we see Jesus going to anyone who might
receive him, as the next verse says “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:” John 1:12. These kingdom
mysteries were at the least veiled and many hidden in the Old Testament and now they are being
revealed to this small little group of fishermen, and tax collectors, and normal everyday people.
But they believed that Jesus was the Christ! Jesus will teach using parables about the period
between His first and second advent. (the Holy Spirit coming, the church, the work of believers,
the power of the Scripture, His return) Many doctrines are called mysteries, but here Jesus is
dealing with the mysteries of the kingdom. The next series of parables will all be focused on
these mysteries.

Wycliffe Commentary said this concerning the parables of the Kingdom. “These parables describe the
strange form of the kingdom while the King is absent, during which time the Gospel is preached and a spiritual
nucleus is developed for the establishment of the Messianic reign. Col. 1:13; Matt. 25:34” p. 952

The principle that God reveals truths to some and others He does not has been taught by Christ before and
He will say it again. Matt. 11:25-26; 16:16-17 The writers of the epistles will also teach this principle of God.
1 Cor. 2:10; 1 John 2:20-21



e “them it is not given” — Who are the “them?” Who are those not given the mysteries of the
kingdom? Jesus was speaking of the unbelievers, those who came just for what they could
receive from a healing, those who came out of simple curiosity, and those who were judgmental
against Jesus and His teachings. The “them” were the unbelievers.

“What might this parable be?”” — Jesus will go on and give a very specific interpretation of this parable.
Commentaries and Scholars agree He was setting up the principles of interpretation for His future parables.

“And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not _understand ;
and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: ¥ For this people's heart is waxed gross (grown dull), and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed (purposefully); lest at any time they should see
with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should _understand _ with their heart, and should be converted
(turn), and I should heal them.” Matthew 13:14-15

Jesus went on and told those who had asked Him about this new style of teaching, all of this unbelief was
actually fulfillment of prophecy. Isaiah 6:9-10 Just as in Isaiah’s day when the people had rejected the word of
the Lord as preached, the people had now rejected Jesus, God in the flesh!

This is a truth of God we must all realize; some will hear and understand, and others will be blind and
unable to perceive. Matter of fact, this passage will be referred to six times in the New Testament! John 12:37-
43 Paul used this thought when giving truth to the Jews in Rome. Acts 28:20-29 But, we must balance the fact
that man has a willful heart which purposefully rebels and rejects truth. Zech. 7:11; 2 Tim. 4:2-4 The key to
God revealing truth is the seeking, pure, desiring humble heart. God will always honor it! 1 Cor. 2:9-16 Again,
we are seeing both the will of rebellious man and the will of God giving light side by side! 2 Cor. 4:3-6

“But _blessed (happy, fortunate) are your _eyes , for they see: and your _ears _, for they hear. 1’ For verily
I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to _see those things which ye see,
and have not seen them; and to _hear_ those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.” Matthew
13:16-17

“But blessed are you” — Wow, Jesus said “blessed are your eyes and ears” to this little group of followers. They
were certainly not heroes of the faith at this point, they had much to learn and experience, but He said....you are
so blessed!

“many prophets and righteous men” — In verse 17 is represented a countless assembly of men and women —
David, Daniel, Isaiah, Elijah, Zechariah, Anna, Simeon, Moses, Abraham, Jeremiah, Malachi, Elizabeth...we
could go on and on! Most of them never saw Christ...but none of them heard Him teach! But these believers

with Jesus that day were blessed to hear and know Him! AND SO ARE WE!

Believers Application:
We too are blessed! 1 John 3:1-3; John 15:15-17

Spend time this week thanking God for your salvation, the Holy Spirit's revealing of His Word to you, His
gentle leading, and the conviction you have of sin! Enlightenment is a privilege given to few!

Commit again to being a faithful follower!



