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The Parable of the Sower — Part 2
Matthew 13:18-23; Mark 4:13-20; Luke 8:11-15

Our study is about the mid-point of Jesus' ministry; the days have been long, the crowds huge, and the
opposition from the religious leadership has become emboldened. Suddenly, Christ’s teaching method changed,
and the disciples noticed. The Parable of the Sower is the first of ten parables found in this seaside discourse.
Here Jesus uses these to teach “the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.”

Results when Jesus Used Parables: As the crowds grew, the opposition intensified along with superficial

followers. Parables will be used to teach only the truly interested. We have looked at Matthew 13:11, where

Jesus explained why He used parables, it was to veil the truth from unbelievers yet teach His followers. This

will be Christ’s method of teaching moving forward. But there are other natural results from the use of parables.

Hold the attention of the audience.

Truths can be easily remembered.

Soften and prepare hearts for truth.

Avoid the offensiveness but not the effectiveness of direct rebukes. Pharisees often knew Jesus was

speaking directly to them through parables, yet unsure if much of the crowds would understand it.

Matt. 21:45-46

5. Engaging yet cryptic teaching that can cause one to think and seek meaning. Lazy listeners received
nothing more than a puzzling story. With God, the key to giving understanding was not the intellect of
the listener but the desire to learn and know! God honors a desire to know Him and His word with
knowledge!

6. Slow down the open conflict and negative conversation. Matt. 12:48-50

e

Jesus’ Need to Give the Interpretation:

“And he said unto them, Know (Lit. - understand) ye not this parable? And _how_ then will ye know _all
parables?” Mark 4:13 This parable's interpretation was key to understanding the others, so Jesus gave them a
detailed explanation. When looking at these parables, one must keep the 1st-century Galilean in mind. They had
a general understanding of how to interpret parables, Rabbis used them. Example — leaders/owners — God;
villain — Satan; servants/sons — Israel But they were unsure of Christ’s teaching within this parable, so Jesus
will explain.

1. The Sower and the Seed

“(“Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.” Matthew 13:18) The sower soweth (“the seed” Luke 8:11)
the word (“of God” Luke 8:11).” Mark 4:14

“the parable of the sower” — Many times I read in my commentaries how the title of this parable should be The
Parable of the Soils, not The Parable of the Sower. They gave good reasons and I found myself beginning to
consider changing the title in my worksheets! But look at Matthew 13:18! Buried in a paragraph of a study
Bible, it was pointed out to me that this is the only parable named by Jesus! How I shook my head and was
ashamed of myself and others like me, who, because of careless study and not tending to the details of the
Scripture, find ourselves falsely thinking we could improve on Jesus’ teaching. So, let’s study Jesus’
interpretation of the Parable of the Sower!



“sower” — At the time Jesus gave this parable, the Sower was Himself giving the truth of the kingdom. In the
parable of the Tares, Jesus will tell plainly that He is the sower. (Matt. 13:37) But soon the sower will be any of
His faithful followers who give out the truth of the Gospel. John 4:35-38; 2 Cor. 5:19

“the seed” — Jesus plainly says, “the seed is the word of God.” (Luke 8:11) Matthew 13:19 calls it “the word of
the kingdom” or the message of how to enter the kingdom, salvation, the gospel! It can be spoken or written.
Just like a seed, there is life in it! In the spring of the year, when I open a little package of seeds, they don’t look
like much; dry and hard, they look lifeless---but with the right soil, moisture, and warmth, they will come alive!

I1. Three Fruitless Soils We must understand the symbolism of the soil; it is the hearts of the listeners! Jesus
will explain the heart will affect the receptiveness to the gospel. The seed is always good but often the soil is
poor and will not bear fruit! Keep in mind, why is the seed sown, to bear fruit!

1. The Wayside

“And these are they by the _wayside , where the word is sown; but when they (“anyone” Matthew 13:19)
have heard (“the word of the kingdom, and _understandeth it not” Matthew 13:19), Satan (“the wicked
one” Matthew 13:19/“the devil” Luke 8:12) cometh immediately, and taketh (“catcheth” Matthew 13:19)
away the word that was sown in their hearts(“lest they should believe and be saved .” Luke 8:12).”
Mark 4:15

Hear —> Word of the kingdom —> Satan snatches away = _no fruit  All three Gospels contain Jesus’
explanation that the words were “sown in the hearts” of people, Matthew tells us “anyone,” but then the devil
immediately and actively comes and takes it away so they will not “believe and be saved!” The Gospels all
mention the devil as the enemy that snatches away the truth! (1 John 5:19-20) Matthew also records the words
that they, “understandeth it not.” This is the key, there is no believing faith. Their hearts are hard, so the
precious seed just lays on their heart like a seed on a pathway, and nothing happens. They are completely
unresponsive to the gospel message; it has no effect, no fruit, and will soon be forgotten. 2 Cor. 4:4-6

2. The Stony

“And these are they likewise which are sown on _stony (“rock” Luke 8:13) ground; who, when they have
heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness (“_joy ” Matthew 13:20); 1’And have _no_root in
themselves, and so endure but for a time (“believe” Luke 8:13): afterward, when affliction (“tribulation”
Matthew 13:21/“temptation” Luke 8:13) or persecution ariseth for (“_because of” Matthew 13:21) the
word's sake, _immediately they are offended (“fall away” Luke 8:13).” Mark 4:16-17

Hear —> Word of the kingdom —> affliction/tribulation/temptation/ persecution = _fall away These listeners are
characterized as emotional and impulsive. They immediately receive the message with enthusiastic joy and
gladness. They are swept up by the wonderful aspects of God’s goodness and perhaps the community of
believers they have met, but without thought of the personal sacrifices that will be placed upon them. We find
their roots are never attached to the soil. There was no real repentance and a turning from sin, and without new
birth is no new life! Then soon comes affliction, tribulation, temptation, or persecution caused by the gospel
message, please realize it will always come! We are not talking about problems of life, everyone has those, we
are speaking of difficult issues because of the gospel message. Whether the source is family or friends, those
around this person will see this new-found religious element in their life as strange, and very often put in place
demands, criticize, or mock them. The Gospel of Mark uses the word “ariseth” which alludes to the rising of the
hot Galilean sun. The pressures of these trials are like the hot, burning sun, which would quickly dry up a



seedling growing in shallow soil. There is no enduring life, and because of it, no fruit! Remember, well-rooted
plants grow because of the sun, but poor roots under the light and heat of the sun will wither! And this is the
same for those who are truly born again, trials will cause the growth of their faith, but those who are not truly
saved will quickly fall away under the pressures caused by the gospel! Why? It was only a mental decision or
acceptance, something they added to their life, it wasn’t salvation, they never knew Jesus! James 2:19; John
8:31-32 Blomberg said, “The parable provides a sober reminder that even the most enthusiastic outward
response to the Gospel offers no guarantee that one is a true disciple.” p. 218

3. The Thorns

“And these are they which are sown among _thorns_; such as hear the word, (“go forth,” Luke 8:14)
BAnd the _cares_ of this world, and the deceitfulness of _riches (“and _pleasures  of this life,” Luke
8:14), and the _lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful (“and bring
no fruit to perfection (Lit — maturity, no fruit).” Luke 8:13).” Mark 4:18-19

Hear —> Word of the kingdom —> cares of this world/deceitfulness of riches/cares of this life/other lusts = no
fruit Again, let’s remind ourselves of two aspects of what Jesus desires to teach His disciples and us from this
parable. 1. How people will respond to the gospel message! 2. Fruit is the sign of salvation!

So here is the thorny ground. Please, don’t picture long straggly thistles like often illustrated in children’s
Sunday school materials! The ground was plowed and prepared, but the native weeds and thorn roots remained
clumped under the surface where the farmer couldn’t see them! Here the thorny heart is described as one who is
preoccupied with the things of this world.

1. “cares of this world” — All three Gospels have this phrase. Many English translations use the word
“worry” or “anxieties,” worries like money, politics, job, family, or any kind of need. In the Sermon on the
Mount Jesus spoke of these kinds of cares when He said, “Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or
what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on....but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:25, 33

2. “deceitfulness of riches” — Riches are also mentioned in all three Gospels. Money doesn’t bring
satisfaction. We all have desired something, and when we have it, we find our hearts desiring something else.
Our hearts really don’t find satisfaction in stuff, but hearts can be deceived into thinking money can give joy!
This distraction in life can rob a soul from pursuing the realities of eternity and truth! In Matthew 19:23 Jesus
said, “...Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

3. “pleasures of this life” — All the toys, beauties, fun, delights, and happiness of life are found in this
statement, and they too can distract a soul from accepting the truth of the gospel. Many pursue pleasures and
are distracted from accepting the seed of the gospel, and others are satisfied with their life, and feel they don’t
need salvation. They are deceived and blind to the emptiness of their soul.

4. “lusts of other things” — Here’s the catch-all phrase. Anything that a soul burns for and desires is
found here. Anything that takes priority and chokes out believing the gospel!

My Life Application Bible says this about the thorns, “An overcrowded life of materialistic pursuits deafens our
ears to God’s word.” p. 1652 Without life founded in the gospel, there is no fruit!

I11. Fruitful Soil

“And these are they which are sown on _good ground; (“which in an honest and good heart,” Luke
8:15) such as hear the word, and _receive it, (“and understandeth it;” Matthew 13:23/* keep it” Luke
8:15), and bring forth fruit (“with patience ” Luke 8:15), some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an
hundred.” Mark 4:20Hear — Word of the kingdom — receive/understand/keep = _fruitful harvest of various
amounts The ground described as “an honest and good heart,” is telling of a beautiful, noble, humble, and




upright heart. This heart desires to know the truth and is willing to pay the price for it! Notice the actions of this
heart:

1. “hear the word” — All three Gospels tell us the good, honest heart truly hears the gospel! Jesus often
commanded His listeners, “he that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” This is the first action of real salvation!

2. “understandeth it” — God reveals the truth of the gospel because the hearer comes with this wonderful
desire to know it!

3. “receive it” — This means they accept it as truth! They become a believer, saved, a follower of Jesus!

4. “keep it” — This is an ongoing endurance through difficulties, tribulations, and trials caused by the
message of truth. It’s not snatched away, not choked out, not taken up, nor are they offended, instead they live
in faith to the gospel message. John 14:23-24

5. “bear fruit” — Again, all three Gospels tell us of the fruitful harvest! This has been an illustration used
by Jesus before. (Matt. 7:16-20) In the book of James, it is called works! “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that
faith without works is dead?” James 2:20 Fruit is the standard of life in the plant world, and also when looking
at the evidence of salvation. Luke 6:43-45 The yield of fruit varies. This is dependent on the talents and
opportunities given by God. Also, it can be determined by the obedience of the individual, but even during
times of testing, there will be fruit. Unfortunately, some believers are not very fruitful, but all will produce fruit!

Name some fruit — obedience; endurance; patience; faithfulness; loyalty; love of the brethern, peace,
giving out the gospel, making disciples

It is true, that these principles can be applied to a Christian. They can become hard-hearted and rebellious,
uncommitted and shallow, along with being very distracted by the things of this world, but believers will have
fruit. Those living this way are wasting their life, by laying up the fruit of wood, hay, and stubble, and this is
very sad! 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2 Peter 1:5-10 Please know, Jesus did not preach this parable with this in mind. It
absolutely is applicable but not the true interpretation of the passage. The Bible is full of Scripture teaching
Christian living and instructing one how to please God with their life, but this parable deals with coming to
salvation.

Application:

The Parable of the Sower — Jesus’ Ministry The disciples had asked Jesus, why the change in your teaching
style, why are you using parables? The answer was because of the hearts of the listeners. The opposition was
growing, and the crowds were not committed to Christ, and this was only going to continue, all the way to the
cross. Jesus was teaching the seed was good, the word of the kingdom, but it was the hearts of man, and He laid
out the four types of hearer — the hard heart, the uncommitted heart, the distracted heart, and the good and
honest heart!

The Parable of the Sower — Church’s Ministry In just a couple of short years the disciples’ ministry would
center on spreading the gospel. They needed to understand the character of the hearts of men in their ministry as
well! The hard-hearted Jews and prideful Gentiles; the uncommitted crowd; along with the distracted rich and
worried! All of these will be in their crowds! But there will always be a few good, honest-hearted listeners, who
desire truth and are ready to commit to it! That would be the disciples' ministry, and beyond them ours as well!

The Parable of the Sower — Your Heart Every person must come to Christ with a good and honest heart, put
their trust in His work of salvation, and become a committed follower! If not, they fall into one of the categories
of fruitless soil. Have you come with that heart ready to hear, learn, accept, and bear fruit? John 15:1-8



Ladies Studying Jesus
Homework — Vol. 4 #13

As we continue the Parable of the Sower, reread these three passages and be prepared for a 10-point quiz
covering the parable’s interpretation and Christ’s challenge to the listeners.

Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-25; Luke 8:4-18
1-4. Name the four types of soil that Jesus described. Wayside; stony; thorn; good soil
5. What causes the stony ground heart to fall away? Troubles brought on by the gospel.

6-7. Name two of the four areas that choke out the gospel in the life of the thorny ground listener. “cares of this
world” “deceitfulness of riches” “pleasures of this life” “lusts of other things”

8-9. Five actions are given concerning the good soil hearer. Name 2. “hear the word” “understandeth it”
“receive it” “keep it” “bear fruit”

10. Give the three different amounts of fruit that were given. “thirtyfold” “sixtyfold” “hundredfold

Bonus:
If a farmer sowed 2000 seeds and received sixtyfold, how many plants grew? 1200 plants!



