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Parable of the Candle/Parable of the Tares 

Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-18/ Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

As Jesus taught the crowds in parables, the listeners were responsible to _hear_, _understand_, and _share_ the 

truths of God with others. With truth came great responsibility! The same is with us! Jesus will often remind His 

disciples that with knowledge comes the responsibility to tell others! As His feet left the ground and He 

ascended back to His Father, He said it again, “Teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 

you:” Matthew 28:20 
 

Parable of the Candle – Listeners Responsibility with Truth 
 

This parable teaches us principles repeated by Christ several times. 

1. The spiritual mysteries or secrets of God will be revealed. 

2. Listeners must come with ears to understand. 

3. God will reveal more truth to those who are diligent in listening and studying. Matt. 13:12; 25:29 

4. But the central truth of this parable is that God’s objective for giving us truth is to bless us and 

make us lights in this world. We are to give out the truth to others, bringing them to God and 

discipling new believers. As we are faithful to hear and put out the effort to understand His Word, 

He will give us the tools to be even more useable in His harvest!  
 

I. The Parable I have put both Mark and Luke’s texts into our worksheet. Mark records Jesus' statement as a 

question while Luke gives us a simple statement. It is worth looking at the difference. 
 

“And he said unto them, Is a candle (Lit. - _small clay dish oil lantern with a wick_) brought to be put 

under a bushel (small basket) or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick (Lit. _often a ledge/shelf 

on the wall - high_) (“No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel (clay pot), or 

putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light.” Luke 

8:16)?” Mark 4:21 
 

“a candle” – A question challenges the mind with how this is just a commonsense scenario. A light is to be 

placed in the best possible location. Even a child listening could follow this thought! A basket would hide the 

light, but a vessel would also smother it; under a bed, the light would be completely hidden! Please understand 

that this type of dish oil light was feeble. It didn’t have the illuminating power of a torch but whether a torch or 

a dish lantern, its placement would still have the same effect and usefulness, so is it with the light of truth 

known by a believer, it should not be hidden but given out to others! (Matt. 10:26-27) Remember, men are in 

the darkness of sin, and we have the light of truth! *FYI – Jesus will use the illustration of a candle to depict the 

shining of a believer in a dark world (Matthew 5:14-16), but this parable is more specific to the truth a believer 

understands.  

 

II. The Interpretation 
 

“ For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested (Lit. _revealed/disclosed_); neither was anything 

kept secret, but that it should (“be known and” Luke 8:17) come abroad (Lit. – come to light). 23 If any 

man have ears to hear, let him hear.” Mark 4:22-23 
 

“nothing hid/neither was anything kept secret” – Jesus’ task was to reveal the kingdom to His followers but it 

was still partially hidden from their minds. Jesus tells them here, it will be known! Consider the truths Jesus 

gave the disciples in the upper room the night before His death! That is a great example of truths being revealed 

and made clearer. (Instituting the Lord’s Supper; Holy Spirit indwelling; Jesus going away; Jesus the Vine; 

New Commandment; Father’s House) 
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“ears to hears, let him hear” – The disciples were to be very careful how they heard and understood these 

kingdom truths now found in parables! They were to be good students, so they could someday be good 

teachers!  

 
 

“And he said unto them, Take heed (Lit. - pay attention) what (“_how_” Luke 8:18) ye _hear_: with what 

measure ye mete (Lit. - use), it shall be measured to you: and unto you that _hear_ (Lit. - understand) 

shall more be given. 25 For he that hath (Lit. – hath truth), to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from 

him shall be taken (Lit. – understanding taken away) even that which he (“_seemeth_ to have” (Lit. - thinks 

he has) Luke 8:18) hath.” Mark 4:24-25 
 

“Take heed what/how ye hear” – Please notice the difference between the two gospel books after, “Take heed.” 

Other English translations consistently have the differences as well. Mark tells us to pay attention to what we 

hear! We are responsible before God for what we hear! The context is hearing the truths of God. We must be 

hearing God’s Word preached and taught accurately. Be a good student, and even verify that what is being 

taught is true to God’s Word. This was the heart of those in Berea in Acts 17:11-12. My study Bible 

paraphrased verses 24-25 like this, “Give careful attention to what you hear. For according to the proportion of 

study given God’s Word, a corresponding amount of knowledge will be given to you, and generously multiplied 

at that.” p. 1500 This is a principle we often will see in Jesus’ teaching. We see Mark says, “what we hear,” but 

Luke records, “how we hear.” The careful, diligent student of God’s truth will be blessed with more 

enlightenment. 
 

• Good hearers – Good hearers would be characterized as attentive and engaged. They are following along 

and desiring to retain God’s Word! They have their Bibles open, taking notes, and looking at the 

speaker. They are pretty easy to spot! Realize, that the more of God’s Word we have and understand, the 

more light we have to share!  
 

 

• Poor hearers – Poor hearers would be characterized as being lazy and complacent! What a shameful 

attitude when learning God’s Word! Many sins can bring the heart of a believer to this point: bitterness, 

resentment, stubbornness, disobedience, fear, false thoughts of uselessness, worldly distractions, and 

anxieties. Sometimes just not physically ready to hear.  
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Parable of the Tares – _End_ of the World Truth 
 

I. The Parable The parable was given to the crowd, but evidently, the disciples were confused about its 

meaning. 
 

“Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which 

sowed _good_ seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among (Lit. – on 

top) the wheat, and went his way. 26 But when the blade (Lit. – plant) was sprung up, and brought forth 

fruit (Lit. – started to develop), then appeared the tares also. 27 So the servants of the householder came 

and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow _good_ seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?” 

Matthew 13:24-27 
 

This is a story of catastrophic sabotage. I read this was not common but is recorded in history as a way an 

enemy could destroy a man’s livelihood. By the time anyone realized the tares, all physical evidence of their 

sowing would be gone. Separating the plants was impossible, and separating the grain was very time-

consuming.  
 

Tares – Scholars agree this weed is darnel. It grows wherever wheat can. It looks very much like an immature 

wheat plant, but as the grain starts to mature, the color of the darnel is much darker and can easily be discerned. 

I also read that darnel is “poisonous.”  In small amounts, it makes food bitter and is known to be intoxicating, 

but it is also can kill if eaten in large amounts. Today, it is controlled by herbicides.  
 

In Jesus’ parable, the tares were sown shortly after the crop of wheat. When the heads started to develop, the 

servants saw the tares and came to the farmer and wondered how it had happened. “Didst not thou sow good 

seed?” was their question. This could not have happened by accident.  
 

 

“He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and 

gather them up? 29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 

them. 30 Let both grow _together_ until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 

Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my 

barn.” Matthew 13:28-30 
 

The farmer knew, “An enemy hath done this.” And his solution to the anxious servants was to do nothing until 

harvest time. To try and pull out the weeds at this point of the growing cycle would only uproot and hurt the 

desired plants.  

 
 

II. The Interpretation  

 

“Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, 

_Declare_ (Lit. – explain) unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 37 He answered and said unto them, 

He that soweth the _good_ seed is the Son of man; 38 The field is the world; the _good_ seed are the 

children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them 

is the devil; the harvest is the _end_ of the world; and the reapers are the angels.” Matthew 13:36-39 
 

“Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field” – Did you notice who named this parable? Jesus named 

the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:18), but here the disciples call it “the parable of the tares!” The disciple 

did not understand this parable. Again, when they were alone with Jesus, they asked Him to explain it to them. 

He will give the meaning of each major part, those He left out we must be careful not to overthink.  
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Each Part of the Parable is revealed: 
 

      Sower – Son of Man – Jesus Himself. Ultimately, He is the One who provided salvation and enables the 

gospel to go out!  2 Cor. 4:5 “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your 

servants for Jesus’ sake.”                                                              
 

      Field – World – this is the whole world, be careful not to force this parable’s interpretation into the state of 

the visible church. Jesus said plainly, the field is the world! 
 

     Seed – Children of the kingdom – Here is the seed, the followers of Christ, believers, those who are born 

again! They are the “good seed.”  They live in the world, are productive and seek to please their Father.                                            
 

    Tares – Children of the wicked one – Here we see those who are the followers of the Devil, the unsaved, 

those on their way to hell! 
 

    Enemy – Devil – The devil will always be the enemy of Christ and His people. In this parable is the one who 

desired to sabotage the Sower’s field.  
 

   Harvest – The end of the world – In reading the description, we can see Jesus is speaking about the last 

judgment.  
 

   Reapers – Angels – We are told in Revelation that it will be the angels who will take unbelievers to the pit of 

hell. This is a very prophetic parable and should be very chilling for all of us! 
 

This parable has been misinterpreted to teach that false believers are within the visible church and how 

believers should react to them. Though there are surely professing but not possessing false believers within 

almost every church, this parable does not deal with this. The epistles will teach this fact, but that day, while 

sitting in a house, Jesus is making plain there will always be believers and unbelievers living together in the 

world. This battle will exist until the end of time! Because of it, there will be friction and difficulty, but also it 

should give opportunities for them to hear the gospel truth and come to belief! The separation between the two 

will happen at the end of the world. Let’s carefully look at Jesus’ interpretation!  

 
 

“As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the _end_ of this world. 41The 

Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his _kingdom_ all things that offend, 

and them which do iniquity; 42And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 

gnashing of teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the _kingdom_ of their Father. Who 

hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Matthew 13:40-43 
 

“end of this world” – Here is where and when Jesus sets the interpretation - the end of the world! This is after 

the Millennium, after the great battles when God separates all evil out of the world!  
 

 

“cast them into a furnace of fire” – Notice all those that “offend, and them which do iniquity” will be cast into 

the furnace. These are not two different groups, but the description of the “children of the wicked one.” They 

cause others to stumble, they are teachers of evil, they are living in offense to God but also they all practice 

lawlessness! These are cast into hell. (Rev. 20:10-15) Jesus will often describe hell as a place of “weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” These harsh words from our gentle Savior mean comfortless sorrow, regret, hopelessness, 

and pain, along with bitter hatred and anger against God and themselves! (Shepperd p. 227) It’s their fist in the 

face of God for eternity!  
 

“righteous shine forth as the sun” – But what a great contrast is set up between the unbeliever and those who 

have heard the gospel message and believed, whose lives have been changed by the precious work of Christ on 

the cross. One day in glory we shall shine as the sun with Jesus!  
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Believers Application: 
 

The world will not be purified of evil until the end of time! Jesus makes this very plain. Christ-followers will 

need to be patient and learn to live under the persecution and difficulties of a sinful world. In Luke 9:53-54, we 

find the disciples desiring the blow up a town not friendly to Christ, and again Jesus will remind them this 

should not be their attitude for He replied, “For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save 

them.”  We are not here to fight evil, this is not our vocation; we are not to live a negative, judgmental life, but 

instead to love and spread the truth of salvation all the way to the end of the world! (Matt. 24:12-14; 25:31-46) 

Peter did eventually understand this and tells us why in 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his 

promise, as some men count slackness; but is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 

that all should come to repentance.”  

 

 

 

 
 

 


