
1 
 

Vol. 4 #12 TEd 

Parables of the Hid Treasure/Pearl/Net/Householder 

Matthew 13:44/Matthew 13:45-46/Matthew 13:47-50/ Matthew 13:51-53 

Summary Verses – Matthew 13:34-35; Mark 4:33-34 
 

About mid-way through His ministry, Jesus taught a series of parables setting in place a new method of 

communicating to the masses. These are called the parables of the _kingdom_. Here is a look at the last four.  
 

Parable of the Hid Treasure – Matthew 13:44 
 

“Again, the _kingdom of heaven_ is like unto _treasure_ hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, 

he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.” Matthew 13:44 
 

“treasure hid in a field” – Here in North America there is very little buried treasure but that is not the case in 

much of the world. Actually, Jesus’ listeners would have been very familiar with the phenomenon of finding 

buried treasure! That part of the Middle East had many major conquests over the centuries and often when 

families realized an impending take-over was imminent, they would rather bury their valuables and hopefully 

return to retrieve them, than have them confiscated by warring armies! Unfortunately, these people might be 

carried away as slaves or killed in the invasion leaving their treasures buried. And this is the storyline of Jesus’ 

parable that day. Christ tells of a man, going about his daily work and finding such a treasure. Realize, he did 

not own the field. We can only guess he was hired and working on it; maybe farming, construction, or perhaps 

he was just traveling through it – but we know, he didn’t own the field. But when he knew the value of what 

was hidden on that land, he happily liquidated everything he had to buy it! Jesus plainly said, “the kingdom of 

heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field.”  

 
 

As we saw with several other of the kingdom parables, good Bible teachers and scholars differ in their 

interpretation. Here are several of the more popular thoughts. 
 

Application 1: The treasure is Israel. Often Israel is called God’s treasure (Ex. 19:5; Deau. 14:2; Ps. 135:4 “For 

the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.”). The field is the world where 

Israel is now hidden because of their sin of unbelief and rebellion. Christ is seen as the man in the parable, who 

bought the whole field with His blood. Israel is not forgotten; they are part of the world but will soon be 

unearthed and regathered by the Lord. Matthew 21:43-46 – v. 43 “The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 

and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”; Romans 11:25-27 

 
 

Application 2: The treasure is believers. Christ is the man in the parable, who seeks them and gave His all to 

secure this treasure. Luke 19:10 “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Col. 3:3 

tell us of we are hid in Him - “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”; But 1 Cor. 6:20 says, 

“For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”  

 
 

Application 3: The treasure is Christ and when a man finds Him, they realize the great value and are willing to 

sacrifice anything to possess it! The way of salvation is a narrow, hard way, and even hidden from many; few 

find it. It is true, that salvation is free, but it really costs everything to be a follower of Jesus! Matthew 16:24-26 
 

 

The arguments and supporting scripture for all three of these interpretations are strong. But what was Jesus 

highlighting that day? Again, Jesus plainly says, “the kingdom of heaven is like unto a treasure hid in a field.” 

To me, it seems, the kingdom of heaven is the treasure. Again, let’s define “the kingdom” – salvation, the 
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gospel, being a follower of Jesus Christ!  Christ and His salvation is the treasure! It’s so valuable that when 

people find it they are willing to give their lives for it! Keep in mind that these short, one-sentence, one-

character parables teach one meaning. I believe it is the great value of salvation! Phil. 3:4-14  

 

 

Parable of the Pearl – Matthew 13:45-46 
 

“Again, the _kingdom of heaven_ is like unto a _merchant_ man, _seeking_ goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he 

had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” Matthew 13:45-46 
 

“merchant man, seeking goodly pearls” – Jesus is now using a parable from the pearl trade. Pearls are always a 

sign of wealth, and a perfect pearl is of great value today as it was at the time of Christ. A flawless natural pearl 

has always been a very sought-after item. There are pearl markets in the Middle East but there seems to be no 

pearl trade in Israel. When looking at the word translated merchant, it describes a businessman who traveled the 

markets of the world “seeking goodly pearls. “goodly” means fine, beautiful, flawless, perfect and this is what 

he was searching for in the markets of the world! He knew their characteristics, understood what they should 

look like, and recognized their value.  In Jesus’ parable, this merchant found a single pearl - just ONE! Not a 

pouch of them, just one! Christ added, “of great price,” meaning “very valuable, priceless.”  When he realized 

the value of this find, he “went and sold all that he had,” so he could buy it!  
 

 

Application 1: The pearl is Gentile believers out of the sea of nations. Christ, being the man, bought the whole 

field with His blood. Romans 1:16 tells how salvation was for the Jew first but then for the Gentile.  

Rom. 3:29 “Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also:” 

 
 

Application 2: The pearl is all believers, anyone who comes to Christ and trusts His work of salvation. Jesus 

bought us with all He had, His blood! 1Peter 1:18-19 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 

corruptible things as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But 

with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”  

 
 

Application 3: The pearl is Christ. When a man finds Him, he gives all and follows Him. Jesus called man to 

abandon all that would stand in the way of wholehearted allegiance and set his priorities on Him! Words to the 

rich young ruler - Matt.19:21 Any Christ follower knows that they are rich and that Jesus brings joy now and 

forever! 2 Cor. 8:9  

 
 

The arguments and supporting scripture for all three of these interpretations are strong. But what was Jesus 

highlighting that day? Jesus plainly said, “the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly 

pearls.” To me, it seems, the kingdom of heaven is the merchant searching for the perfect pearl. Let’s 

define “the kingdom” again – salvation, the gospel, being a follower of Jesus Christ!  Christ and His salvation is 

the priceless, flawless pearl! It’s so valuable that when people find it they are willing to give their lives for it! 

Keep in mind that these short, one-sentence, one-character parables teach one meaning. I believe it is simply the 

great value of salvation!  
 

I want to point out one more thing. This merchant was looking for the perfect pearl and found it! Unlike the 

man who was living his life and found the hid treasure; this merchant was actively looking for the pearl! The 

same is true in the kingdom of God. Some come to Christ after someone gives them the gospel and they receive 

it. They had not been searching for spiritual truth, but it came to them, and in faith, they believed it was true. 

But this parable tells of a man looking for the valuable pearl or we can say, what was truth and God revealed 

Himself to the one seeking. This is a truth found throughout the Bible Jer. 29:13; Luke 11:9-10; Hebrews 11:6; 
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James 4:8 Both the man who found the treasure and the merchant who found the pearl both welcomed their 

finds and were happy to give their all to attain them. This is a picture of a true believer!  

  
 

Parable of the Net – Matthew 13:47-50 
 

“Again, the _kingdom of heaven_ is like unto a _net_, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every 

kind (Lit. – all kinds): 48 Which, when it was _full_, they drew to shore, and sat down, and _gathered_ the 

good into vessels (Lit. – baskets), but _cast_ the bad (Lit. – useless) away. 49 So _shall it be_ at the end of the 

world: the angels shall come forth, and sever (Lit. _separate_) the wicked from among the just, 50And 

shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:47-50 
 

“net” – The net spoken of is a drag type. It is pulled between two boats or taken into the water by a single boat 

and drawn back to shore by ropes. It’s not a very selective fishing method, whatever is in its path is swiped up. 

Good, useful, sellable fish – big or small; rough, useless fish; debris of all kinds, and maybe even a boot or two! 

A big catch would be heavy and take a lot of work to bring in. We see this type of net used by the disciples in 

John 21:6-8.  

 
 

Application: Jesus plainly states, “the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and 

gathered of every kind.” When the net was full, then came the time of separation. Jesus is saying the kingdom 

will end in final judgment where God will separate the righteous from the unrighteous. The parable of the tares 

had the theme that the righteous and unrighteous will exist together until the judgment, but here we see the 

thought that the time will come when the net will be full, and then will be the judgment. Those claiming to be 

believers; the religious, the pious, the outwardly righteous, will be together with true believers and the day will 

come for the separation by the angels, “the wicked from among the just.” Do you know what commercial 

fishermen do with scrubby, rough fish? The junk fish that eat desirable fish, or eat the food sources of the good 

fish? They cast them away, they don’t throw them back in the water, they bury them, discard them, or sell them 

for cat food! The reality of hell was close to Jesus’ heart, He had referred to it in the parable of the tares and 

again here. Heaven and hell are both real, but Christ died to keep men from hell where “there shall be wailing 

and gnashing of teeth.” The time for judgment and separation is coming, are you sure where you will go?   

 
 

Parable of the Householder – Matthew 13:51-53 
 

“Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. 52 Then said 

he unto them, Therefore every scribe (Lit. - _teacher/scholar_) which is instructed (Lit. - _discipled_) unto 

(Lit. – about, concerning) the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an _householder_, which 

bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old. 53 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished 

these parables, he departed thence.” Matthew 13:51-53 
 

“householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old” – Of course, a householder is a 

homeowner. But we have to understand the word “treasure.” He “bringeth forth out of his treasure things new 

and old.” The word “treasure” is often translated as “storeroom.” Do you or your husband have a storeroom?  

What do you call it? What do you keep in them? Basement, shed, chest, attic, garage – tools, books decorations, 

seasonal clothes, heirlooms. Many times it’s any”thing” you keep that is not used every day – both old and new!  
 

 

Application: I love that Jesus asked the disciples, “Have ye understood all these things?” and they confidently 

reply, “Yea, Lord.” This parable is generated from that exchange. Christ goes on and instructs them on their 

coming duty as teachers of their disciples. Jesus plainly said, “every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom 
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of heaven is like” this man who brings out both new and old things from his storeroom. As Jesus was teaching 

these parables, He was revealing new truths concerning the kingdom of God and in turn, the disciples would go 

out and teach these truths to the next generation of believers. But Jesus is instructing them to also “bring forth 

….old.” The old truths of the Old Testament; the prophets, psalms, and the law, were not to be deserted 

but were to be part of their storehouse of teaching! John McArthur put it this way, “the new insights they 

gleaned from Jesus’ parables were to be understood in light of the old truths and vice versa.” p. 177 As we 

reflect on the Gospel of Matthew; he did exactly that. As he wrote to his Jewish brothers, he incorporated over 

125 Old Testament passages into the new truths of his gospel. Exactly as Jesus told the disciples through this 

parable, Matthew, along with all the disciples did understand this parable!  

 

Summary Verses – Matthew 13:34-35/Mark 4:33-34 
 

“All these things spake Jesus unto the _multitude_ in (“many such” Mark 4:33) parables (“as they were 

_able_ to hear it” Mark 4:33); and without a parable spake he not unto them: (“and when they were 

alone, he _expounded_ all things to his disciples.” Mark 4:34) 35 That it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by the prophet (_Asaph – Ps. 78:2_), saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things 

which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.” Matthew 13:34-35 
 

“all these things spake Jesus unto the multitudes” – Jesus changed His method of teaching to the Jewish masses 

as it became evident they were not accepting Him as their Messiah. Parables became the main medium of 

communication to the multitudes in the second half of His ministry and those who were truly seeking truth 

would find the meaning and understand. Please understand, He continued to teach and explain truths without 

parables to His followers and disciples.  

 
 

“as they were able to hear it”- What and how Jesus taught the people was generated by what they could 

understand. He spoke on their level; He used plain language and expressions; He gave parables that fit their 

experience. Christ’s desire was for them to understand and accept Him, so He adapted His methods to His 

audiences' ability and desire to understand. This is how all of us need to be disciplining others! 

 
 

“when they were alone, he expounded all things to his disciples” – We have two examples of parables that Jesus 

later explained in private sessions with the disciples. (Parables of the Sower; Tares) Here we are told this was 

normal. Jesus taught the masses with parables, but later carefully instructed the disciples.  

 
 

“spoken by the prophet” – At the end of this series of parables, Matthew connects Jesus the Messiah with the 

Old Testament prophecy from Psalm 78:2. Asaph, the writer, taught the children of Israel in parables. His 

objective is found in verse 7, “That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep 

his commandments.” Jesus taught in parables to give new truths of the kingdom, “kept secret from the 

foundation of the world.” Christ had the same desire, to see all people, “set their hope in God, and not forget the 

works of God, but keep his commandments.” And that is His desire for us today – faith and obedience. Putting 

our hope in God, remembering His wonderful works of grace, deliverance, and love, and going on in obedience. 

Are we learning these lessons from Jesus? Are our hearts open to hear and understand? Are we faithful 

followers? Romans 16:25-27 

 

 
 

 
 


