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HW #17 TEd 

Ladies Studying Jesus 

Homework – Vol. 4 #17 

Overview - Ten Parables of the Kingdom - Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 8 
 

Fill in the blanks with the missing fact. Give one supporting verse for each parable. You may use your notes. 
 

Parable 1: Sower – Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15 In the kingdom, believers must understand 

that the gospel must be spread but _responses_ will vary. The receptiveness of hearts will differ as Satan fights 

for the souls of men but there will always be some ready to receive the truth. Jesus used four types of soils to 

illustrate the major issue of why man accepts or rejects Him – the condition of the heart of man.  

1. Wayside - We saw the hard heart that doesn’t even realize the preciousness of the gospel. 

2. Stony – Jesus taught the impulsive, emotional heart that sways away from the truth when difficulty 

comes. 

3. Thorny – Here is the heart where worries or pleasures crowd out the truth. 

4. Good Soil - But then Christ taught of the humble, eager heart for truth. When that person hears the 

gospel, they gladly receive it regardless of the cost.  

God does the work of drawing, only He can break through with the gospel! 

 Don’t miss the second truth Jesus taught here; the proof of real conversion – fruit! Only the one who is born 

again brings forth useable fruit.  

“And these are they which are sown on _good_ ground; (“which in an _honest_ and _good_ heart,” Luke 8:15) 

such as hear the word, and _receive_ it, (“and _understandeth_ it;” Matthew 13:23/“_keep_ it” Luke 8:15), and 

bring forth fruit (“with _patience_” Luke 8:15), some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.” Mark 4:20 

 
 

Parable 2: Candle - Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-18 In the kingdom, believers must understand that God’s 

objective for giving truth is to bless us and make us _lights_ in this world. We are to be giving out truth to 

others, bringing them to God, and discipling new believers. Again there are two points to this parable. 

1. As Jesus was giving these new truths concerning the kingdom to His followers, He expected them to 

give it out to others. The same is true for us! We are not to hoard the truths of God but freely give them! 

2. Because of the responsibility to teach God’s truth to others; we better be good students of truth 

ourselves. He said, “Take heed what/how ye hear!” Are we good or poor hearers?  

“ For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested (Lit. _revealed/disclosed_); neither was anything kept 

secret, but that it should (“be known and” Luke 8:17) come abroad (Lit. – come to light). 23 If any man have ears 

to hear, let him hear. 24And he said unto them, Take heed (Lit. - pay attention) what (“_how_” Luke 8:18) ye 

_hear_: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that _hear_ (Lit. - understand) 

shall more be given. 25 For he that hath (Lit. – hath truth), to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him 

shall be taken (Lit. – understanding taken away) even that which he (“_seemeth_ to have” (Lit. - thinks he has) 

Luke 8:18) hath.” Mark 4:22-25 
 

 

Parable 3: Tares - Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 Believers in the kingdom must understand that they will _live_ 

with evil in this world. They are not here to fight evil, but instead to love and spread the truth of salvation to the 

end of the world! There are two main points in this parable. 

1. Christ-followers will need to be patient and learn to live under the persecution and difficulties of a sinful 

world.  
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2. The world will not be purified until the end of time. Then comes the time for unbelievers to be cast “into 

a furnace of fire” and believers to “shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” These are 

sobering words for our gentle Savior; let’s take them to heart and be faithful in giving out the gospel1 

 “The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his _kingdom_ all things that offend, 

and them which do iniquity; 42And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of 

teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the _kingdom_ of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, 

let him hear.” Matthew 13:41-43 

 

 

Parable 4: Seed - Mark 4:26-29 Believers in the kingdom must understand they don’t truly _comprehend_ the 

workings of God, and we certainly can’t do more than to live our lives obediently, faithfully, and patiently 

giving out the seed of the gospel. Jesus said, “So is the kingdom of God.” Man casts the seed of the gospel into 

the ground, the hearts of man, and after that, man can do little to promote growth. The rest is the work of God; 

He causes the gospel to bear fruit and His kingdom to grow!   
 “And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; 27And should sleep, and 

rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he _knoweth_ not how.” Mark 4:26-27 

 
 

Parable 5: Mustard Seed - Matthew 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19 Believers in the kingdom must 

understand that just as a tiny mustard seed _grows_ into a very large bush so does the kingdom of God. It 

started very small but will eventually provide shelter, and protection, and benefit many of the world. If you are a 

believer in Christ, you are part of the kingdom. The kingdom is an external influence in the world of peace and 

truth! So…..Are you making an impact in your world? Are you seeking to give the gospel? Are you a part of 

seeing younger believers grow in their knowledge of Christ? Are you a support to your assembly of believers? 

Is it your desire to bear fruit by living obediently according to the Word of God?  

“It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is _less_ than all the seeds that be in the 

earth: 32But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh _greater_ (“_greatest_” Matthew 13:32) than all 

herbs, and shooteth out great branches (“and becometh a (“_great_” Luke 13:19) tree ” Matthew 13:32); so that 

the fowls of the air may lodge (“in the branches” Luke 13:19) under the shadow of it.” Mark 4:31-32 
  
 

Parable 6: Leaven - Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21 In the kingdom believers must understand that the 

kingdom of God is an _internal_ influencing agent in the world. Though the lump of dough seemed small and 

insignificant, the leaven permeated everything quickly and quietly. Again, this parable highlights the growth of 

the kingdom, a question on the mind of the followers of Jesus during His ministry. He answers that the kingdom 

will grow and influence the world both externally and internally. Once more, are we an influencing agent in the 

world around us?  

“And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God? (“Another parable spake he unto them;” 

Matthew 13:33) 21It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid (Lit. – mixed) in three measures of meal, till the 

whole was leavened.” Luke 13:20-21 
 

 

Parable 7: Hid Treasure – Matthew 13:44 Believers in the kingdom must understand that once the kingdom is 

found all should be joyfully abandoned and Christ _followed_. We see two points in this short parable. 

1. In the kingdom, some “stumble” onto the truth of the gospel. They were living their life unaware of their 

spiritual need but when they heard the truth of Christ; they believed it!  

2. But also, they were willing to give up all for Him. Jesus often told His followers they must “deny 

themselves.” The truth is, when one really understands the treasure we have in Christ and his kingdom, 

denying oneself is an easy choice! Do you see the great value of God’s amazing salvation?  

“Again, the _kingdom of heaven_ is like unto _treasure_ hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, 

he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.” Matthew 13:44 
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Parable 8: Pearl – Matthew 13:45-46 In the kingdom believers must understand that some people are 

_seeking_ truth and have hearts ready to receive it. They are also called to deny themselves and follow Christ. 

We see two points in this short parable. 

1. In the kingdom, some are seeking truth and the purpose of life. When they heard of Christ and His 

provision of salvation and His will for their life; they believed it and follow Him enthusiastically!  

2. But also, they were willing to give up all for Him. Jesus often told His followers they must “deny 

themselves.” The truth is, when one really understands the treasure we have in Christ and his kingdom, 

denying oneself is an easy choice! Do you see the great value of God’s amazing salvation?  

“Again, the _kingdom of heaven_ is like unto a _merchant_ man, _seeking_ goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had 

found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” Matthew 13:45-46 

 

Parable 9: Net – Matthew 13:47-50 In the kingdom believers must understand the _end_ will come when the 

“net will be full” and then comes the day of judgment. This is the time to be faithful fishers of men! At the end 

of the kingdom, then comes the day of separation. Jesus again uses the disturbing phrase “there shall be wailing 

and gnashing of teeth.” He is speaking of the time when unbelievers are cast into hell forever! The reality of this 

day was close to the heart of Christ and it should also be a focal point to all faithful followers of Jesus!  Are we 

giving out the gospel and praying for souls?  

“Again, the _kingdom of heaven_ is like unto a _net_, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 
48 Which, when it was _full_, they drew to shore, and sat down, and _gathered_ the good into vessels, but _cast_ 

the bad away. 49 So _shall it be_ at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from 

among the just, 50And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 

Matthew 13:47-50 
 

Parable 10: Householder – Matthew 13:51-53 Believers in the kingdom must understand that they are to 

_teach_ the old and the new truths of the Scripture. They are both necessary and work together to give the 

gospel. The Old Testament and the New Testament both point to Jesus and His work of salvation. The prophets, 

psalms, and the law are not to be deserted for the Gospels and the Epistles. They wholly explain the plan and 

love of God! We must be students and teachers of both!  

“Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed (Lit. - _discipled_) unto the kingdom of 

heaven is like unto a man that is an _householder_, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.” 

Matthew 13:52 

 

Read these passages for our next lesson – Jesus calms the sea. Matt. 8:18-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 
 

So briefly, through these ten parables Jesus was teaching specific aspects of the kingdom to His disciples. Not 

what the Jews had expected in a military conquest and physical kingdom, but God’s spiritual kingdom which 

would be founded on the work of Christ on the cross! In 2024, perhaps Jesus would encourage us like this:  
 

“In the kingdom, response to the gospel will be based on the work of God in the hearts of man. Only a good, 

humble heart will receive the truth. As it is received, I expect disciples to give it out like a well-placed light. Be 

aware that you will live in a world that hates me; be patient, and faithfully give out my gospel. You won’t 

understand how the Father can change the hearts and lives of man, but understand that in the world, His truth 

will do both an external and internal work! You will observe men hear the gospel and give their all for it, and at 

other times you will see those seeking truth find it and leave all the things of the world for it! Keep in mind, that 

the end will come, and with it judgment and the separation of “all things that offend, and them which do 

iniquity.” Then there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth.” But you believers will “shine forth as the sun in 

the kingdom” of your Father. So dear disciples, be faithful now, use the Old Testament and the New Testament, 

the entire Bible, and go and bring citizens into the kingdom of God.”  


