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Jesus Confronts Jewish Traditions
Matthew 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1

The Jewish leadership in Jerusalem had challenged Jesus, and now Pharisees and Scribes traveled 80 miles
north to Galilee. They came to spy and criticize Christ’s ministry and teaching. The opposition would increase
in frequency and intensity during His final year.

“After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry (Lit. - Judea ), because the
Jews sought to kill him.” John 7:1

I. The Accusation

“Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from
2And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashed, hands,
they found fault. 3For the Pharisees, and the Jews, except they wash their hands oft (Gk -

), eat not, holding the of the elders. “And when they come from the
market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, which they have received to hold,
as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables. 3 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked
him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the of the elders, but (“transgress the
of the elders” Matthew 15:1) eat bread with unwashed hands?” Mark 7:1-5

“Pharisees, and certain of the scribes,” -

“traditions of the elders” —

“eat bread with unwashed hands?” —



II. The Condemnation

“He answered and said unto them, Well hath Isaiah prophesied of you hypocrites (Gk - ),

as it is written, This people me with their lips, but their is far from me.

"Howbeit in do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the of

men.8 For aside the commandment of God, ye the tradition of men, as the

washing of pots and cups: and other such like things ye do. °And he said unto them, (“Why

do ye also the commandment of God by your tradition?” Matthew 15:2) Full well ye
the commandment of God, that ye may your own tradition.” Mark 7:6-9

Lips honor God vs. Heart far from God —

Worship me vs. Teach the doctrines of men —

Lay aside/Transgress/Reject God’s commandment vs. Hold/Keep the traditions of men —

“For (“God commanded,” Matthew 15:4) Moses said, Honor thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso

curseth father or mother, let him die the death: ' But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It
is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free. 2And

(“honor not his father or his mother,” Matthew 15:6) ye suffer (Lit. - ) him no more to
do ought (Lit. - ) for his father or his mother; '3 (“Thus” Matthew 15:6) Making the word
of God of none effect (Lit. - ) through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and

many such like things do ye.” Mark 7:10-13

God’s commandment - “Honor thy father and thy mother;” —

Man’s Tradition — “Corban” —

“Making the word of God of none effect” —



“many such like things do ye.” —

III. The Declaration

“And when he had called all the people (“multitude” Matthew 15:10) unto him, he said unto them,
Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: > There is from without a man,
that entering (“the mouth” Matthew 15:11) into him can defile him: but the things which

of him (“the mouth” Matthew 15:11), those are they that defile the man. ' If any man have
ears to hear, let him hear.” Mark 7:14-16

True Defilement - Into man vs. Out of man —

IV. The Explanation

“And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples (“said unto him, Knowest thou
that the Pharisees were offended (Lit. - ), after they heard this saying? '3 But he
answered and said, Every plant (Lit. - ), which my heavenly Father hath not
planted, shall be rooted up. ' Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the
blind, both shall fall into the ditch. !> Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare (Gk - )
unto us this parable (Gk - ).” Matthew 15:12-15) asked him concerning the parable.
18And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever
thing from without entereth (“into the mouth” Matthew 15:18) into the man, it cannot defile him;

19 Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all
meats?” Mark 7:17-19

“Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended” —

“Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.” —

“Declare unto us this parable” —

“And he said, That which cometh out (“proceed out of the come forth from the
;” Matthew 15:18) of the man, that defileth (Gk - ) the man. ?! For




from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,?? Thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness (“false witness”
Matthew 15:19): 23 All these things come from , and defile the man
(“but to eat with hands defileth not a man.” Matthew 15:20).” Mark 7:20-23

The sinful nature of man —

Believers Application:

1. Let’s talk about “honor thy father and mother.”

2. Let’s talk about “traditions of man” that can be part of our 21st-century churches. Using the Bible as the
standard, how do we check that our “traditions” have not become yearly activities more than tools to do God’s
work?

Define God’s work:

2. Let’s do a personal “Hypocrite” check:

e Do we pay more attention to than character?

e Do we follow religious practices while allowing our hearts to be from God?

e Do we emphasize our spiritual strengths and accomplishments and other’s and weakness?

e Do we seek to do things for God in the but do very little for God in ?




17 Ways to Honor Your Father and Mother as Adults

Taken from
www.focusonthefamily.com/live-it-post/honor-your-father-and-mother/

1. Tell Them You Love Them - A simple “I love you” can go a long way!
2. Show Appreciation - Let your parents know you understand what they do for you and your family.
3. Do a Chore for Your Parents - Choose one they dislike the most and do it without them knowing.
4. Show Love to Your Siblings - Get to know and understand each other and get along as much as possible.
5. Plan a Family Game Night or Trip - Your parents will be excited to spend time with you and your family.
6. Take an Interest in Their Hobbies - Show interest in something your parents love.
7. Listen to Their Stories - Ask your parents to tell you about their past and listen.
8. Communicate with your parents. - Tell them about your day, dreams, struggles, and aspirations.

9. Ask Them for Their Opinion - Asking for advice shows that you value their insight. Your parents have a
lot of experience and wisdom to share.

10. Tell the Truth - Always be honest with your parents. This will build trust between you.

11. Don’t be Disrespectful - When you disagree with your parents or feel emotional, it’s easy to be
disrespectful. Make a conscious effort to control your words and body language and be respectful.

12. Speak Well of Your Parents - Whether in public or private, keep your parents in high esteem by what
you say about them.

13. Ask About Their Day - Take an interest in what happened to your parents that day. If there was an
important event, remember to ask them about it.

14. Organize a Family Bible Study - Organize a Bible study with your family. Make it full of worship,
prayer, and reading the Word together.

15. Research Your Genealogy - This is an excellent way to learn about your relatives and unearth some
incredible family stories.

16. Compliment Your Parents - Give your parents a sincere compliment, and tell them often that they are
doing a good job.

17. Make Room in your home or help provide for them financially if Necessary—Health or loneliness may
require you to bring one or both of your parents into your home for a short or long period of time.
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