Vol. 5 #9 TEd
Jesus Heals a Blind Man/Disciples’ Great Confession
Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 8:22-30; Luke 9:18-21

In the next few events of Jesus, we will be studying the various viewpoints concerning His person. The
Religious Leaders will continue to spread their bitter _hatred , the multitude will verbalize their _confusion |,
the disciples will clearly articulate Jesus was the Messiah , and during the Transfiguration, God the Father will
gloriously call from heaven His _approval on His Son. These are all setting up Jesus’ concentrated time of
teaching His disciples concerning His upcoming death, burial, and resurrection.

Jesus Heals a Blind Man
Mark 8:22-26

Among the viewpoints of Jesus, we find this short account of a miracle of Christ found only in the book of
Mark.

“And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him.
23And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him _out_ of the town; and when he had spit on his
eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought (Lit. - _anything ). ?* And he looked up,
and said, I see men as trees, walking.” Mark 8:22-24

“cometh to Bethsaida” — In our last event, Jesus had just returned to His home base area from the west side of
the Sea of Galilee and the feeding of the 4000. Most believe He had been gone 3-6 weeks. We studied how the
Pharisees and Sadducees seemed to meet Him on the shore and then demanded of Him a “sign from heaven.”
Christ gave to these unbelieving Religious Leaders the same answer that He had used before when challenged
with that request, “there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonah.” We are told in Mark
8:13, “And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side.” It seemed that Jesus and the
disciples hardly left the shoreline before they got back in the ship and left again! We also studied that during
that boat ride, Jesus taught His disciples about the care they needed to take to avoid and beware of the false
doctrines of the Jewish leaders.

Now we see that Jesus and His disciples returned to the east side of the sea and began walking north along the
headwaters of the Jordan River. At this time of His ministry, Christ sought locations away from the crowds and
Religious Leaders. In this last year of His ministry, He will focus on teaching and preparing His disciples for
their future as witnesses of the Gospel of Christ. He would eventually end up near Caesarea Philippi but had to
pass Bethsaida. Jesus had been in this area before, this was near the location of the feeding of the 5000.

“besought him to touch him”—We are told that a group brought a blind man to Jesus. The Greek has a dramatic
verb usage associated with their coming, perhaps because they “besought” Jesus very aggressively, begged, and
pleaded that He would “touch” their friend. Remember that a touch of Jesus is the way many in their culture
believed healing would take place. And now begins what I will call “Jesus strange.” Here, Jesus will heal using
a strange sequence that ends with no explanation of why.

“took the blind man by the hand”—Jesus first took the man by the hand and led him out of town. This is a bit
“Jesus strange.” Jesus not only separated the blind man from others but also took him completely out of town!



“spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him” — We are then told Jesus “spit on his eyes.” I am not a fan of
public spitting. It just raises the hair on my neck! Spitting seems to be a badge of honor for some men! Very few
times in my life have I felt a need to throw a good wad of saliva anywhere outside a Kleenex! I find it gross and
unnecessary! I guess I’'m not alone; in Singapore, public spitting is outlawed, and if one is seen spitting, they
will receive a hefty fine! As we look at this phrase, many English translations use the words “spit on his eyes,”
but I often found “spit in his eyes.” It seems Jesus didn’t dampen the man’s eyes with saliva but actually spit on
or even in the eyes of the blind. Now, this is not the first time we see Jesus use spit, in our chronological study
of Christ, we read of Him spitting and touching the deaf and dumb man’s tongue (Mark 7:31-33), and later, we
will study Jesus making a little mud and put it on a blind man’s eyes (John 9:6-7) WOW! This is, again, a bit
“Jesus strange,” and for me and Singapore, not nice! But the God of heaven was using this in His wisdom!

“he asked him if he saw ought...I see men as trees, walking” — Here is stage one of a two-staged healing! More
“Jesus strange.” After Jesus spit on the man’s eyes, the man admitted he could make out men, but they were not
clear. He seemed to need another dose of Jesus’ healing power. Why didn’t Jesus heal this man completely the
first time? We know He can, this man’s need was not beyond Christ’s power, so why? “Jesus strange.”

“After that he put his hands _again _upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw
every man clearly. 26And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the _town , nor tell it to
any in the town .” Mark 8:25-26

“he put his hands again upon his eyes” — This time, Jesus’ touch gave him 20/20 vision! It seems this man had
gone blind due to illness or injury. I have read several times about sicknesses, the dry winds of Palestine, and
the lack of sun protection that caused many eye issues at the time of Christ. It’s pretty obvious this man had lost
his eyesight. Stage two of this miracle, and the man's eyesight is completely restored! “Jesus strange!”

“He sent him away to his house”—Jesus told the man to go home. This seems tied to why Jesus brought the
man out of the town in the first place. Christ did not want this act of mercy to draw a crowd and begin a frenzy
of healing. Jesus specifically told him not to return to town or even tell what happened to anyone in town. At
this time, Jesus’ focus was on His disciples; He had important questions, challenges, and teachings to give to
them. He had come to this area, away from the unbelieving Religious Leaders, the curious crowds, and the
needy multitudes, to interact privately with His disciples. It was important that Jesus’ act of compassion on this
blind man, brought by friends, did not inhibit these important times of conversation and learning. And please
notice that this seems to be a rare case of obedience to this request of silence from Jesus! This man seemed to
go home and not declare the miracle done to him in Bethsaida.

Believers Application:

As we study Jesus, we find His methods of healing are not always the same. What can we learn about our
Savior from this fact? I want to walk through these “Jesus strange” actions and perhaps shed some light on why
Christ used these methods with this man. But I would like to start by reminding us,
God meets all of us where we are spiritually and moves us forward.
We can see that in Jesus’ work with each individual disciple — Peter, Andrew, Philip
Some were fishermen, some businessmen, and some were known for their political association, but Jesus
worked with all of them and called all of them differently.



We can see that in Jesus’ work with each individual seeker — Nicodemus, Woman at the well, Rich young ruler

Based on their backgrounds, knowledge and needs Jesus drew each one to Himself!
As believers in Him, we can also see Jesus’ work in our own lives. It doesn’t matter our age, religious
background, or level of Biblical understanding. Jesus takes us where we are in our faith and trust in Him
and gently moves us forward using an individualized, prescribed fashion tailored especially for us to
bring us to firmer confidence in His person and power! I call it “faith-building!” Col. 2:6-7

In this incident, we see the two-phased, two-staged healing method that must have been exactly what
this blind man needed to fully understand the person and power of Jesus. By feeling Jesus’ touch, His gentle
hand leading the way out of town, and hearing Jesus spitting and feeling the dampness, this man would have
known the truth that Jesus was the one in control and working His power. By first seeing things blurry and out
of focus, the man realized Jesus was doing the work of restoration; all was under His control. Then, the final
touch of Jesus finished the act of complete 20/20 healing. This man needed this slowed-down method for his
faith to be complete. In His all-knowing wisdom, Jesus understood this!

It is recorded that Jesus healed seven blind men. Every method was a bit different, just as each man's
individual understanding of Jesus’ person and power differed. We need to understand that God meets all of us
where we are spiritually and in love, moves us forward at our own pace! This is true for us, our families, those
we disciple, our churches, all believers, but all must cooperate with God in these faith-building experiences. We
must let God work as He wills and expect variety, for remember Isaiah 55:8-9 tells us this concerning God, “For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Remember, God is
good, wise, holy, and just. Learn to trust Him, even when nothing looks good! Acknowledge God’s power,
working, moving, and let each trial, blessing, and Biblical truth revealed to us do its work of maturing our faith
in Christ’s power and person!

Disciples Great Confession
Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21

“When Jesus (“went out, and his disciples,” Mark 8:27) came into the coasts (Lit. - region, area, district )
(“the towns” Mark 8:27) of Caesarea Philippi, (“and by the way,” Mark 8:27; “it came to pass, as he was
alone praying , his disciples were with him: and” Luke 9:18) he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do
men (“the people” Lit. - _crowds/common man_ Luke 9:18) say that I the Son of man am? ¥ And they
said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets
(“is risen again” Luke 9:19).” Matthew 16:13-14

I. The People’s Viewpoint of Jesus

Caesarea Philippi—This was a very secular and pagan city in the far northern region of Palestine, about 120
miles from Jerusalem and 50 miles southwest of Damascus. It lay in the fertile, well-watered foothills of Mount
Hermon near the headwaters of the Jordan River. It had been called Panis after the Greek god Pan but renamed
by Philip the Tetrarch to Caesarea Philippi after Caesar and himself! It was dedicated to the glory of Rome,
having a chiefly Gentile population. The majority of Jews living there would not have been very passionate
followers of God. The area was known for several elaborate heathen temples. This is the only time we read of
this city in the New Testament and never read of Jesus entering Caesarea Philippi, only “into the coasts” and
“the towns of” Caesarea Philippi. Here, He would have been less known and able to rest in privacy, as well as



instruct, challenge, and fellowship with His disciples. Something they had all sought for some time! It is
believed they may have stayed in this area for weeks.

“as he was alone praying, his disciples were with him: and he asked them saying” — I don’t want you to miss
this, Jesus was there with His disciples, yet before this very important conversation, He was praying! We’ve
actually seen this before in our study of Jesus. Often, before an important event in His ministry, He prayed to
His Father. Keep in mind that Jesus didn’t ask for wisdom, direction, or the ability to discern the Father’s will;
He prayed for His followers, their faith, wisdom, and discernment to grow. As we study Jesus’ prayers, that is
what we find! But as we have significant events, big decisions, large purchases, job changes, and needy
relationships, we need to bring our needs, questions, and decisions to God in prayer! We need to remember
Jesus prayed and let this soak into our lives and make this our habit!

“Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?”” — If you had a friend or acquaintance, ask you what others
thought of them, you might think it very prideful and odd. In Christ asking the disciples, He wanted to
emphasize to them the lofty opinion that was out there about Him, yet how wrong it was! Let’s look carefully,
Jesus calls Himself “Son of Man.” This is how Jesus refers to Himself. It has a double meaning: “Son of Man”
declares his humanness, but Dan 7:13-14 also uses this term to describe the exalted heavenly One, the coming
Messiah. He communicates both of these points when using this name. (human and deity, God with us,
Emmanuel) When Christ used this name while asking the disciples His question, He wanted to emphasize the
lofty opinion that was out there about Him, yet how wrong it was! Though people placed Jesus on the highest
human pedestal by identifying Him with one of their national heroes of the past, all opinions fell very short!

I want to look at all the people’s responses and consider why these were popular:

John the Baptist — This one is kinda odd; this theory rang from the palace of Herod (Matt. 14:1-2) to the
villages. It seemed to be the most popular. Many would have heard or seen John the Baptist, and there were
obvious differences between Jesus and John — appearance and dress, ministry style and location, miracles and
no miracles. They had even been seen together, John had spoken about Jesus (John 10:40-41), and Jesus even
highlighted some of the differences between them (Matt. 11:18-19). They both called people to repentance and
preached of the kingdom of God, but they were not the same. John was a godly man, the greatest prophet that
ever lived, but He was not Jesus!

Elijah — In our study, we’ve heard people believe Jesus was Elijah (Mark 6:15). But actually, this is closely
related to the belief that Jesus was John the Baptist. Jewish teaching taken from Malachi 4:5 believed Elijah
would come again. Jesus taught the people in Matthew 11:14; 17:10-13 that John the Baptist was that “Elijah.”
When the angel appeared to Zechariah in the Holy Place of the temple, he said that Zechariah’s son would go
before the Messiah “in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the Fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” This was the work of John
the Baptist, and the people saw Jesus as a type of John and Elijah! Elijah was a godly man, a great prophet of
Israel, but He was not Jesus!

Jeremiah — Here is another Old Testament prophet believed to have been Jesus. He was the “weeping prophet”
preaching repentance from the heart, judgment and was ultimately condemned and rejected by the Religious



Leaders of his day. Jesus was certainly a “man of sorrows.” And again, we see similarities between Jesus and
Jeremiah, for Jeremiah was a man of God! Jeremiah was a godly man, a great prophet of Israel, but He was not
Jesus!

“One of the prophets” — I see this as the catch-all, generic opinion of who Jesus was! It would have been an
honor to be known as a prophet, but the people had it wrong, Jesus was more than a prophet! They recognized
Jesus as great but not great enough! Please notice that they were not calling Jesus a prophet but Luke points out
they said that one of the old prophets “risen again,” a ghost of a dead man! Perhaps they were confused by
Deuteronomy 18:15-18 how God would raise up a prophet. And He did! He raised up a Prophet, not from the
dead, but that passage spoke of their Messiah, and it was Jesus!

The people viewed Jesus as a man of God but not the Messiah, and they certainly didn’t see Him as God! But
how about us? Do we have an understanding of who Jesus is? Do we view Him as the Son of God, God in the
flesh? Our whole salvation depends on our view of Jesus! John the Apostle was a young man when Jesus asked
the disciples this question. I wonder if he had that conversation in mind when he wrote the Book of 1 John.
Let’s take a walk through the book and look at a few of John’s thoughts many decades later. 1 John 4:2, 15;
4:15; 5:1, 13, 20 Are you able to answer “Whom do man say that I am?” like the disciples? Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the Living God!

There were similarities in the people's answers:
1. All these would have been risen from the dead.
2. All these would have been from God .
3. All these were heroes of Israel.
4. All these were rejected of Israel.

5. Allreveal a high opinion of who Jesus was, but all missed the mark !

Now, with that backdrop, He will give the disciples an opportunity to communicate their belief in comparison!

“He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? !And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ (“of God” Luke 9:20), the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:15-16

I1. The Disciples’ Viewpoint of Jesus

“But whom say ye that I am? — Here’s Jesus’ objective to this line of questioning! The Greek word for “ye”
emphasizes the comparison between them, his followers, and the common people of the multitudes! J Vernon
McGee, a well-known pastor and radio preacher of the past, called this question the disciples’ final exam for the
1% semester of their lessons from Jesus!

“And Simon Peter answered and said” — Most Bible teachers believe Peter was acting in Peter-fashion and
speaking for the entire group of disciples. Jesus was speaking to all the disciples, and Peter was answering for
all the disciples. Another proof of this is the command Jesus gave to them in Matthew 16:20, “Then charged he
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his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.” Please understand that Peter was not
speaking solely of his opinion but a collective realization the disciples had come to — all but Judas, who sat
quietly and let all think he was a believer in Jesus’ deity and person!

“Thou art the Christ” — The word “Christ” literally means “anointed one” in Greek. It was the term the Jews
used for their coming Messiah. Think, who in the Jewish culture was anointed? prophets; priests; and kings.
And this is who Jesus is! King — Micah 5:2; Prophet — Malachi 3:1; Priest — Hebrews 7:23-28 Peter, as the
mouthpiece of the disciples, declared Jesus the Jewish Messiah!. But he went on.....

“the Son of the living God.” — Throughout our study of Jesus, many declared or attempted to declare who Jesus
was: Angels to shepherds — Luke 2:11; Andrew — John 1:41; Nathanael — John 1:49; Men of Sychar — John 4:42;
Demons — Luke 4:34, 41; Disciples (Jesus walked on the water) — Matthew 14;33; Peter for all disciples (after
many left) — John 6:68-71 Many of these were emotional responses, but here we find Jesus asking for a studied
and sincere statement of faith in His person.

Peter, speaking for the entire group of disciples, pays the highest tribute that could be made by saying,
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Here is their declaration that Jesus was God in the flesh, deity,
the Son of the living God. Not a dead god like the stone idols that stood in the pagan temples around Caesarea
Philippi, but the Son of the only living God!!

Here’s an interesting side study on the Jewish culture when using the word “son of” attached to their
name. This tradition came from the Hebrew language. In the Scripture, we often read of a man’s name and then
son of and his father’s name — Simon the son of Jona; James and John sons of Zebedee; Johnathan son of David.
Jesus also called James and John, the sons of thunder! These words connect the person to the nature, person,
and heritage of their father. It’s more than a family connection of son and father, but one in their very person.
The son and father are connected — in character and nature, along with inheritance and heritage. Here’s another
example in 2 Thess. 2:3, “son of perdition.” This speaks of the antichrist, a son of hell! He has the character, the
connection, the heritage, and the inheritance of hell! All of this gives light to the term Son of God! When Peter
used this phrase, he declared Jesus’ oneness with God the Father! Son of God=God the Son! The Religious
Leaders understood Jesus’ teaching concerning His Oneness with the Father, His deity! John 5:16-39 And as
Jesus told these blind leaders of the blind, the great sign that He was the Messiah, the Son of God would be the
sign of Jonah, the resurrection from the dead after three days in the tomb. Paul wrote of this proof in Romans
1:4, “And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from
the dead;”

Jesus knew the disciples needed to verbalize and commit to He being God’s son, sent from God! Christ did not
look like the Messiah traditional Jews had expected, yet the disciples had to be confident in His person! Peter’s
confession was bold and uncompromising, just as ours should be! And Jesus accepted it and began to teach
them of things to come!

‘And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. '3And I say also unto _thee , That thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build _my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail (Gk - _stand against;
overpower ) against it. '?’And I will give unto_thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever



thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:17-19

I1I. Jesus’ Blessing on Peter — Truth for all Disciples

We are moving into a section of Scripture that is full of controversy and misunderstanding. God is not the
“author of confusion,” nor does He want to hide His truths from His people. The Holy Spirit is our teacher and
Helper, so we call on Him to help us decipher what Jesus means, what the disciples understood, and what we
need to understand and apply. In all of it, we must take care not to swing away from the apparent thoughts here
because they may not be popular.

“Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona” — This sounds like a beatitude because it is a blessing directed to Peter. Jesus
used His full name and notice, that it was Peter’s old name, Simon Barjona (son of Jona). Here, Jesus accepted
and blessed Peter’s bold confession! While the others were probably as confident as Peter, his willingness to
stand and declare it before anyone else would dare gave Peter this blessing.

“flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven” — But then, in case Peter
might get prideful, Jesus told Peter that he didn’t figure this out on His own, by “flesh and blood,” or other
words, by discernment, his human wisdom, or his observations. Peter had nothing to do with it. God revealed it
to Peter! You might say, “But all the miracles, all the profound teachings and wisdom of Jesus must have helped
convince Peter and the disciples!” But remember this: all the multitudes, the thousands, along with the
Religious Leaders, saw and heard the same thing! But not everyone had walked away with the same conviction
that Jesus was the “Christ, the son of the living God!” We must realize that it is always God that draws, teaches,
and brings people to Himself. Not the messenger's eloquent words, not the listener's discerning wisdom, but
God that gives understanding! WOW, Jesus had taught this — Matt. 11:25-27 The same is true for all men;
salvation is a gift of God — John 6:44; I Cor. 2:10-14; Eph. 2:8-9;

“upon this rock I will build my church” — This is the first New Testament reference to the church! The word was
not new to the Jews; it meant “called out” or “assembly” and was a governmental term at the time of Christ.
(Acts 19:29,32,39,41) But here Jesus was introducing something new; He would build “my church!” He would
be the Architect, Builder, Owner, and Lord! Of the 114 times we find this word moving forward in the New
Testament, 90 times it refers to a local group of believers, but the other 24 times we see it as here, as the whole
body of believers. We are not talking about a denomination or a hierarchical system founded on traditions and
men’s opinions, but people born again by the blood of Jesus joined together with Christ as the head and the
foundation! (Col. 1:18)

Historically, the meaning of what is “this rock™ has been debated for centries. Here are the several theories
concerning it:

1. Peter is the rock — Let’s review Jesus’ statement. “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church.” Jesus seems to be stating this directly to Peter. Could “this rock”
be Peter? As we study the book of Acts and the early church, it was Peter who preached the first sermons
(Acts 2-3), Peter who led the ministry in Jerusalem (Acts 2-12), and Peter who God called to ministry to
Cornelius and the Gentiles in Caesarea (Acts 10). When Jesus met Peter, He had changed Peter’s name
to “Cephas” (Aramaic) — meaning stable as a rock; Petros in Greek meaning rock. (John 1:42) Could the
name change be signifying the coming part Peter would play in the early church? Peter was not being set
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as the “head cornerstone,” or the pope, or infallible leader, but he would have a very important
foundational position in helping to establish Christ’s new institution, the church. Actually, Paul claimed
this same type of foundation building position in 1 Cor. 3:5-10. Yet, Paul goes on and says the
foundation is Christ! Another reminder concerning Jesus’ methods is His occasional blessings, rewards,
commendations, and predictions for the future on individuals. In John 21:18-22, Jesus spoke of the type
of death Peter would have. Could “this rock™ statement be another prediction of the future for Peter?
Interestingly, the disciples did not sense Peter being made out to be above them in importance or
greatness. Later, in Matthew 18:1 and 20:21, we find them seeking positions and wondering who was
the greatest. This statement of Jesus did not cause any of the disciples to be concerned or for them to
acknowledge that Peter had a special place in the future.

2. Disciples are the rock — Peter was speaking for all the disciples as he declared Jesus the Christ, the son
of the living God. Could “this rock” be all the disciples? They would all become foundational to the
establishment of the church. Jesus was preparing all of them to go into “all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.” Eph. 2:20-21 God was going to use simply men whose hearts were convinced
concerning the person and power of Christ. Jesus would “build” His church but would use men who had
demonstrated faith in His person as the Son of God!

3. Confession is the rock—“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” is the foundational confession
of every believer. Could “this rock™ in this statement of Jesus simply be the confession of Peter? One
must understand who Jesus was, the sinless Son of God, before one can understand that only Jesus could
have paid the penalty of their sin! Jesus cannot be viewed as a great man, a noteworthy prophet, or a
gifted teacher but as the sinless Son of the living God! Therefore, on this confession verbalized by Peter,
is built the whole church of God!

4. Christ is the rock — The word “rock” is very important and prominent in the Old Testament. Twenty-six
times, “rock” is mentioned in the book of Psalms, almost always referring to God. (Ps. 18:2, 31; 28:1;
31:2-3) Both Peter and Paul taught that Jesus was the cornerstone and the foundational support for the
whole church. (Acts 4:10-12; Rom. 9:33; 1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20-22) Could “this rock” in this statement
of Jesus simply be Christ Himself? Here, Jesus reveals His purpose to establish His church composed of
those with faith like Peter’s and the disciples who acknowledge their confidence in Him as the Son of
God!

Ladies, all these statements are true. Peter was used to establish the early church. The disciples were used to
establish the early church. The confession, “thou art the Christ the Son of the living God” is foundational to
every believer. And Christ certainly is the foundational cornerstone of the church. There is no false teaching or
heresy to say any of these mean “this rock.” Personally, I lean that Jesus was declaring Peter is the rock in this
statement. This is part of the blessing to his bold statement and it is a prophecy to the important part Peter will
play in the early days of the church’s establishment. Let’s go on....

“gates of hell shall not prevail against it” — “Gates” at the time of Jesus represented authority, power, and
control. It was the place of local government. All the power of Satan could not fight against the church in its
founding as it cannot today. An interesting conversation was held between a high-ranking Pharisee and other
anti-Christ followers in Acts 5:38-39. You can’t fight against God, He will not be defeated!



“keys of the kingdom of heaven” — As Peter and the apostles preached the Gospel they spread the Good news of
God’s plan. They literally opened the door of salvation to the world as they preached. Acts 2:22-24; 32-33; 37-
39; 3:12-15, 19-21 Paul will use this same idea when speaking of his work among the Gentiles. Acts 14:27

“bind on earth”/“loose in heaven” — Again, at the time of Christ, these were legal terms of authority. Peter, along
with all the apostles, would declare the Gospel and the will of God to men! As they preached, people would
hear, and opportunities would be given to receive or reject Christ! Jesus would repeat this phrase several more
times to the disciples as He prepared them for their future ministries. Matt 18:18; John 20:22-23

IV. Jesus’ Command to Disciples

“Then (“straitly” Luke 9:21) charged (“and commanded” Luke 9:21) he his disciples that they should tell
no man that he was Jesus the Christ.” Matthew 16:20
These Greek verbs are very strong! Why did Jesus tell them to keep quiet? They had it right! Why tell them not
to tell anyone!?
1. Disciples had much to learn before they could effectively declare Jesus! They didn’t understand His
kingdom or God’s plan to redeem the world.
2. Disciples had much to learn about what it truly meant to be a follower of Christ!
3. Common people wanted Christ’s miracles but not to submit to His message. They sought a political
Messiah that would free them from the Romans. They had already tried to take Jesus by force and make
Him their king. John 6:15 The people needed the complete message of the kingdom! Later Paul would
write, “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:” 1 Cor. 15:3-4
4. Jesus’ work and the will of God was not yet fully accomplished. God the Father sent Jesus into the world
to die for the sins of man. John 3:16 — say it with me...
This command will change after Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection! Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
Now, the teaching moves forward for the disciples. Phase 2 of their ministry education begins. Mark 8:31

Believers Application:  Several thoughts in closing:

1. Have you made the same confession concerning Jesus as Peter and the rest of the disciples, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God”? This is the first step in understanding that only Jesus could die
for your sins. He was God in human flesh, sinless and perfect; he was able to take your sins because He
had none of His own. “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.” "1 Peter 3:18

2. Are you actively sharing the Gospel with others? Are you quick to take the opportunities God gives to
share the good news of Jesus’ death for sins and a home in heaven for all? We have the Gospel story, we
have the great commission to go into all the world, we have the completed Scriptures, and we have the
Holy Spirit! We have no excuse! Let’s commit to be faithful followers of Christ! Let’s give the Gospel
and make disciples regardless of discomfort, embarrassment, or even persecution. Let’s finish with a few
more words of Peter. 1 Peter 4:11-19



