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Jesus Tells of His Future Suffering and Glory
Matthew 16:21-28; Mark 8:31-9:1; Luke 9:22-27

In the next few events of Jesus, we will be studying the various viewpoints concerning His person. The
Religious Leaders will continue to spread their bitter _hatred , the multitude will verbalize their _confusion |,
the disciples will clearly articulate Jesus was the Messiah , and during the Transfiguration, God the Father will
gloriously call from heaven His _approval on His Son. These are all setting up Jesus’ concentrated time of
teaching His disciples concerning His upcoming death, burial, and resurrection.

The Jewish Concept of Their Messiah at the Time of Christ: At this point, we must review the Jewish
mindset concerning their coming Messiah. The common teaching was that their Messiah would be a worldwide
ruling king! At the time of Christ, they wanted Messiah to cast off the heavy-handed, cruel Romans and restore
the glory days of David and Solomon. This reigning King, the Son of David, is part of Old Testament prophecy.
However, significant passages of the Old Testament were ignored or misinterpreted by Jewish scholars, who did
not know what to do with statements and whole passages from Deuteronomy 21, Isaiah 53, Psalms 22, 31, 34,
69, Zechariah 12. They saw them as prophecy but were unsure of their place in future happenings. We must
understand the thinking of the disciples that day. They were convinced and boldly declared Jesus was “the
Christ, the Son of the living God,” but what they thought would follow, and what they thought they would be
a part of, Jesus was going to reveal, was very different from reality!

Interestingly, much of the Book of Hebrews addresses this false understanding of Old Testament prophecy.
Hebrews 1:2-3; 2:9-10; 7:24-27; 9:12-14; 10:10-14

I. The Coming Death of the Suffering Messiah

“From that time forth began Jesus to show (“to teach ” Mark 8:31) unto his disciples, how that he
(“the Son of man” Mark 8:31/Luke 9:22) must go unto Jerusalem, and (“be rejected” Mark 8:31/Luke
9:22) suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed , and be raised again
the third day. (And he spake that saying openly.” Mark 8:32)” Matthew 16:21

“From that time forth began Jesus”—Matthew begins his account of the next phase of Jesus’ ministry with this
statement. The first part of His ministry begins with Matthew 4:17, “From that time Jesus began to preach, and
to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” But now, over two years later, and only 6-8 months until
the cross, Jesus is shifting away from a popular ministry with large crowds to a focused ministry to His
disciples. He was beginning to prepare them for His rejection, death, and resurrection; prepare them that instead
of being crowned, He would be killed; prepare them to one day be messengers of the Gospel.

The Details plainly given: Please notice the word “must”.....all three Gospel books record this strong language!
Jesus said, He must go to Jerusalem/be killed/be buried/and rise again! “Must” goes with all of these actions in
His future. It is really quite the statement! All of this, his death, burial, and resurrection, was a necessary aspect
of the Messiah’s work! It was inevitable because they were divinely ordained! Ps. 118:22-23; Is. 53:3, 10, 12;
Dan. 9:26a; Acts 2:22-23; 13:17-34



Jerusalem—Matthew, writing to the Jews, is the only Gospel writer who mentions Jesus speaking of
Jerusalem. Jerusalem was the religious center of Judaism. To the Jews, Jerusalem was the place where sacrifices
were to be made and lambs were to be brought. Jesus, the Messiah, must go to Jerusalem!

Religious Leaders — All three Gospel writers mention the Jewish elders, chief priests, and scribes,
but the Greek article “the” used in all three books, highlights the fact that they would work together in unity and
harmony. Who were these people? Elders were members of the Sanhedrin; chief priests were representatives of
the 21 orders of priests; and scribes were scholars of the law. These religious leaders would unify with one
purpose: destroy Jesus of Nazareth. Later, Christ will be more specific to the evils that would be done against
Him (Mark 10:34 — mock him, scourge him, spit on him) but now this is all the disciples needed to know. Jesus,
the Messiah, must suffer and be rejected by these Religious Leaders!

Death—This must have been shocking for the disciples to hear. Go to Jerusalem—no surprise, that
is where kings rule. Rejected by the Religious establishment - they had seen that happening already in Jesus’
ministry. But death! Their minds must have just stopped. We know they never comprehended this at all. They
never understood this; it was beyond the realm of their understanding. Later, Christ will be more specific about
the means of His death, namely the cross (Matt. 18:19), but now this is all the disciples needed to know. That
Jesus, the Messiah, must be slain, be Kkilled!

Resurrection — It seems the disciples never really heard this part, the resurrection. It seems their
mind and hearts were reeling from the thoughts of their Messiah King speaking of death. It caused them to shut
down, and they heard nothing of the rising from the dead. They heard nothing about the three days and then up
from the grave! As the months moved closer to the cross, Jesus would never speak of His death without
speaking of His resurrection as well. But they never grasped it; when the crucifixion and resurrection happened,
they were caught completely by surprise. But Jesus had told them that He, the Messiah, must be raised again
the third day!

“And he spake that saying openly” — Jesus has hinted at His death, burial, and resurrection in the past. Matthew
9:15; 12:39-40; 16:4; John 2:19; 3:14; 6:51 But now He is speaking very plainly, no parables, no word pictures,
instead very directly.

Moving forward, Jesus told His disciples of His upcoming death, burial, and resurrection many times, for the
Gospels record it often. Matthew (7 x’s) — 17:22-23; 20:17-20; 26:2, 28, 32; Mark (3 x’s) - 9:30-32; 10:32-34;
Luke (3°x) - 9:43-45; 18:31-33

Disciples’ Reaction — Peter the Spokesman This next exchange between Jesus and Peter is not found in the
book of Luke. This is classic Peter - take charge, speaking his mind, dramatic, forceful — over his head! The
Greek language, usually full of action and emotion, spills over with negative energy here. There is lots of
physical movement, a tense atmosphere, and quick, sharp, direct words. Don’t miss what Jesus had to hear and
correct just after revealing to the disciples the first steps of God’s wonderful, amazing redemption plan!



“Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be
unto thee. 2 But he turned (“about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter” Mark 8:33), and
said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan : thou art an offense unto me: for thou savourest (Lit. - _
mindful of/have the mind of/of the mind in the direction ) not the things that be of God, but those that be of
men.” Matthew 16:22-23

“Peter took him, and began to rebuke him” — Seemingly to correct Jesus, but privately, not in front of the other
disciples, Peter took Jesus aside, away from the others, and began to very strongly reprove Him. The Greek
word translated “rebuke” means to vigorously censure and warn to prevent an action from happening. I
remember walking to my neighbors recently and “rebuking” some 10-13-year-old boys driving remote cars
down our busy street. I vigorously censured and warned them, seeking to prevent the three of them from getting
run over by cars! In Jesus’ day, to rebuke one's Master/Rabbi was a bold and daring move and actually showed a
lack of respect! But, again, we see Peter expressing the thoughts of all the disciples.

“Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee” — It’s only Matthew who gives us the exact words of
Peter. Other translations of this phrase are: “God have mercy on thee and spare thee.” “Pity thyself, Lord! This
shall never happen to thee.” “Mercy on you, Lord, no way shall this happen.” “God forbid it, Lord! This must
never happen to you!” “God forbid! May it never be;” “God be merciful! Those things must certainly not
happen to you!” “Never, Lord! This shall never happen to you!” In ignorance, fear, and immense love, Peter
sought to protect Jesus from this unthinkable series of events. Again, notice — they missed the resurrection!

“But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter” — Ok, think this through. Peter
takes Jesus aside to speak with Him privately. They are standing, talking face to face. At this point, Jesus swings
around, and Mark tells us Jesus looked directly at the disciples, and then He begins to rebuke Peter! Most Bible
teachers believe Christ was not only scolding Peter but all the disciples, for they all were unified in their rebuke
of Jesus. What did He say?....

“Get thee Behind me, Satan: thou art an offense unto me” — When Jesus said this, it is most probable that His
back was toward Peter. With a powerful visual effect, Jesus was telling Peter, “Get away, out of my sight,
adversary! You are a stumbling block to me!” Peter went from blessed to an adversary, from wisdom and faith
to fear and faithlessness! What a contrast to the bold, accurate statement of Peter and then Jesus’ commendation
of just a few moments before! He went from rock to stumbling block! Now, Peter is the mouthpiece of Satan!

“For thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men” — Other translations handle this
phrase like this: “your thinking is of man’s point of view, not God’s.” “you are thinking man’s mindset, not the
things of God’s,” “you are not thinking about God’s concerns, but human concerns,” “you are not thinking God
thoughts but human thoughts,” “ you are thinking from a human perspective, not from God’s perspective.”
Wow! Peter spoke like he knew better than Jesus. He felt he had superior counsel to Jesus’ declaration. In
reality, Peter was thinking and speaking the opposite of the mind and plan of God, and because of his lack of
discretion and his misplaced zeal, Peter went from being blessed by Jesus to being disgraced and silenced.



I1. The Cost of Following the Suffering Messiah Jesus will now teach why and how to be His follower. And
then finish with the benefits of being a faithful disciple!

“(“And when he had _called the people unto him with his disciples also,” Mark 8:34) Then said Jesus
unto his disciples (“to them _all ” Luke 9:23), If any man (“Whosoever” Mark 8:34) will come after me,
let him _deny himself, and take up his cross (“_daily ” Luke 9:23), and _follow me.” Matthew 16:24

“he had called the people unto him with his disciples also” — Part of the interpretation of the following passage
depends on who were the listeners. We know that Jesus traveled with His chosen twelve; they were the inner
circle of His teachings. But we also know that many other faithful followers traveled with Him and remained
from John the Baptist’s ministry to the cross. They, too, listened at the feet of Jesus, facilitated the work, and
later became an essential part of spreading the Gospel. I don’t think we can dogmatically say some of these
were not a part of Jesus’ conversation concerning His person and Peter’s declaration of “thou art the Christ the
Son of the living God.” But now we have the phrase in Mark, “when he had called the people unto him with his
disciples also.” And Luke says, “And he said to them all.” The question is, who was added to the conversation
concerning discipleship? True believers and those who have already been following? Or were there those who
were curious about Jesus and considering Him? Bible teachers are a bit ambiguous. So, let’s think about what
we already have learned about Jesus’ ministry. You cannot hide the Light of the World. There seemed to be
always a few anxious people around Jesus, desiring to hear and see Him. There seemed to be always a few
considering His person and wanting to hear more. But this curious, anxious group was not necessarily
committed believers. So, I will deal with this passage as if a mixed crowd is hearing it. Those who have already
committed to Jesus as the Messiah and those thinking about the possibility of committing! Actually, we will find
Jesus using many of these exact phrases with those who are considering following Him but are not yet wholly
committed. And to all these Jesus teaches the cost of following the suffering Messiah.

The Cost: To the Jews, their Messiah was to be a conquering king. We know the disciples struggled with this
belief past the cross, and we can be sure that they had been waiting for Jesus to give them conquer plans,
cabinet appointments, and leadership roles in His kingdom. Later, James and John, just before Jesus enters
Jerusalem for the last time, will come to Christ looking for good seats in His kingdom! (Luke 19:11; 24:21; Acts
1:6) The disciples never realized Jesus’ true mission! But here, concisely and directly, Jesus tells of the natural
outcome of following a suffering Messiah. There will be a cost everyone must pay to be a true disciple!

We don’t have a three point outline here, but one main thought, an illustration, and an invitation!

e “Deny himself” — Please understand that this is the main point of Jesus’ teaching moving forward!
Everything else He teaches hangs on the point “deny” yourself! This is not about denying myself
something like cookies or ice cream, but Jesus is speaking of being willing to surrender how I will live
my life and putting Christ in control! It is the choice of submitting my will to God that I must make,
refusing my claims on myself! Choosing to put God and His Kingdom first in all areas of my life.
Romans 12:1-2

e “take up his cross” — Here is Jesus’ illustration to support His main point, “deny himself.” Today, we
wear crosses as jewelry, sing about crosses, and decorate our gardens or homes with crosses. We see
crosses as a symbol of love and sacrifice. But in the first century, proper members of society wouldn’t
even speak of crosses. Just as it would now be untasteful to talk openly about electric chairs or lethal
injections, crosses were not subjects of conversation!



At the time of Christ, a cross was the place of painful, shameful execution reserved for only the worst
criminals. No Roman citizen could be crucified; it was reserved for Rome’s enemies! Please realize that
when Jesus says, “take up his cross,” He is not talking about carrying a burden or suffering from
troubles, like one might say, “My hip pain is a cross I must bear.” Also, remember, Jesus had not yet
mentioned that He would die on a cross, so the word cross is completely unrelated to His coming death
in the minds of the disciples. Actually, Jesus is giving a word picture of His last phrase, “deny himself.”
It’s about the approach to life as a follower and disciple of Jesus!

Crucifixion is a shocking metaphor for discipleship. When a hardened criminal was going to be
crucified, the Roman government had a policy that became a very visual example for all who would see
it. The condemned man was made to carry their cross to the place of execution. We know this was true
of Jesus. This was to show the control and power of Rome over their conquered peoples. It was the
ultimate act of submission, the last action of the rebellious criminal, that in his death, the criminal was
forced to submit to Rome.

On this day, Jesus is calling His disciples to take up their cross— but for His disciples they were to
volunteer freely to submit to Him! Christ’s disciples take up their cross of self-denial because they want
to, out of love and devotion, not because they are constrained to! Jesus speaks of one being willing to
submit and embrace God’s will! Luke adds the time frame: “take up his cross daily.” This must be done
every day because we love to take our lives back! To live in full submission to Christ and His mission
was Paul’s prayer in Philippians 1:20-21, “According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified
in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

“Follow me” — Then Jesus invites to follow — here is the invitation! “Deny yourself your will, submit to
me, and follow me.” The No. 1 saying of Jesus is “follow me.” He uses this phrase more than any other
during His ministry. Jesus would use this phrase to invite others to join with Him, learn from Him, and
apprentice under Him. Be a working disciple, not just a hearer of His words, but also a doer. The Greek
tenses mean to keep on following, an continual action. Seventeen times, the gospels have this phrase
recorded from the lips of Jesus! That day, as Jesus told the disciples of His coming suffering, death, and
resurrection, they wanted to shelter and guide Christ away from misery. But they were not to protect
Jesus but to follow Him! We must understand that Jesus said, “Follow me,” and “Keep following me,”
and that He still calls men to follow! “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye
in him:” Col. 2:6

Jesus is talking to the twelve disciples, other faithful followers, and very likely others still deciding whether to
commit to Him. He tells them why they should let go of their earthly lives, deny themselves, and follow Him,
and each reason begins with the word “for.”

The Three “For” Reasons for Following Jesus:

“ For whosoever will save his _life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his _life for my sake (“and
the gospel’s , the same” Mark 8:35) shall find (“save” Luke 9:24) it.” Matthew 16:25

1. Gain Real Life — As believers in Jesus, if we live a self-centered life focusing on the things of this
world, we forfeit heavenly rewards, and here we live a life that lacks true fulfillment! This had always
been a theme of Jesus; in the Sermon on the Mount, He said it like this: “No man can serve two masters:
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for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”(Matthew 6:24) Galatians 5:22 tells us the wonderful fruit of a
believer in Jesus, “love, joy peace.” A Christian living their life submitted to God’s will finds fulfillment,
contentment, and purpose!

But Jesus was very likely also speaking to those who had not committed to Him, to those people who
needed to decide between being a follower of Christ or the things of the world! In their case, if they
made the world their pursuit and rejected Jesus and His Gospel, they would lose their soul for eternity.

“ For what is a man profited (“advantaged” Luke 9:25), if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul (*“or be cast away” Luke 9:25)? or what shall a man give in exchange for his _soul ?”
Matthew 16:26

2. Gain our Soul — Notice these two statements are questions about a transaction. Answer them.....
What does a man profit, or how is he advantaged if he gains the world and yet loses his soul?
Nothing — no advantage, instead, it is the ultimate loss.

What can a man give in exchange for his soul? Nothing, the soul is priceless! There is no worldly
item worth one's soul!

The world has no lasting profit, no advantage, it is not a long-term investment. My son-in-law is a
successful financial advisor and a dedicated follower of Jesus. We tease TJ that his job is to make money
for other people! That is what he does — and he’s very good at it! But you don’t need a financial advisor
to tell you that the things of this world are a very bad investment, a waste of your life. Jesus tells us! In
Romans 2:4-10, Paul will compare those who have received Christ and those who have rejected Him.
Notice the two lists!

“ For the Son of man shall come (“in his own _glory , and” Luke 9:26) in the glory of his Father with
his angels; and then he shall _reward every man according to his works. (“For whosoever shall be
ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed” Mark 8:38)” Matthew 16:27

3. Gain our Reward—Lastly, Jesus tells His listeners that a day of reward is coming! This is the first
time Jesus is teaching His second coming! What a day it will be! With glory and angels, Christ comes to
reward His followers! Now, there is the Messiah King the disciples were looking for, and I don’t think
they were expecting angels! After suffering, Jesus will come in glory! 1 Peter 1:11 Jesus comes as a
judge, rewarding faithfulness, loyalty, and deeds! 2 Cor. 5:10 tells us, “...we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ: that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 1 Cor. 3:11-15

Those who lived ashamed of Jesus and His word, Jesus will be ashamed of them. WOW, I don’t want
Jesus to be ashamed of me! I want to be able to say with Paul, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth...” Rom. 1:16 If one never
chose Christ and His ways, they will suffer the ultimate judgment, an eternity in Hell.

Jesus is teaching a truth that will continue throughout the Epistles—suffering will turn to glory! “My death is
coming,” said Jesus, “and if you will follow me, it will be costly, but the end is glory!”



II1. A Coming Glimpse of Glory of the Suffering Messiah

“(“But I tell you of a truth” Luke 9:27) Verily I say unto you, There be _some standing here, which shall
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom (“of God come with power” Mark
9:1).” Matthew 16:28
As I studied this passage, there was always some discussion concerning what exactly Jesus is promising. The
wording is very strong! “verily” means “assuredly” and is a very solemn statement that always sets aside a topic
of significance. Though Bible teachers will mention several possibilities concerning its meaning, most will
conclude with the transfiguration. Here is some evidence for this:

1. The transfiguration follows this statement in all three gospels. The word “and” connects the two events.

2. “some standing here”’/*“not see death” seems to speak of an event that will happen soon.

3. The glory and majesty of Jesus are clearly recorded in the Transfiguration, and it certainly made a

lasting impression on Peter. Some thirty years later, Peter wrote about it in 2 Peter 1:16-18.

Believers’ Application:
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1. Jesus said He “must suffer,” “must be rejected,” “must be killed,” and wonderfully “must rise again.” All of
this was God's plan. Yet Peter, usurping God's authority, acted as Satan Himself and tried to hinder Jesus from
His mission. Peter didn’t like God’s plan, it didn’t fit with his plans, it caused suffering and death to One he
loved, and would ultimately put himself in danger. Peter had a better plan, one of power and position . Peter
was very vocal and expressed his opinion.
How about us? Let’s consider God’s plan and Peter’s wrong thinking and apply it all to our lives.
Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection was God's eternal plan.
It was...
1. The will of God for Jesus. John 4:34; 5:30, 36; 6:38; 12:27; 14:31; 17:4; Matt. 26:39; Heb. 5:7-9
2. The opportunity for restoration between God and man. The Gospel — John 3:16-18; Romans 5:8-10
3. The revelation of the great Glory of God. Jesus’ coming to earth was the fullest expression of God’s
glory. Jesus was God in flesh and blood, revealing His Father to man. (John 1:14) And what did Jesus
reveal about His Father — God’s love for the world! How amazing — what glory! Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:1-7
4. The defeat of Satan. The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus defeated Satan! He is a conquered
foe! John 12:31; Col. 2:14-15; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8

Jesus, the sinless Son of God, had to go to Jerusalem, be rejected by the religious establishment, suffer, and die
on the cross to bring us salvation. That was God’s wonderful plan. And Peter didn’t know it! He opened his
mouth and foolishly fought against God’s plan! How about us?
Do we fight against God’s plans for us? Especially the hard ones.

1. Pain and discomfort - Physically, financially, mentally

2. _Plans - not fulfilling, not completed, not successful

3. _Relationships - difficult, broken, failed

4. Responsibilities — monotonous, unrewarding, demanding

Let’s not be like Peter, and take God aside and try to set Him straight concerning the pain we are enduring or
see ahead! Let’s trust the mighty hand of God, live by faith, and follow Him. Proverbs 3:5-12

29 ¢¢.

Jesus said He “must suffer,” “must be rejected,” “must be killed,” and wonderfully “must rise again.” All of
this was the plan of God, but on that day in the wilderness near Caesarea Phillipi, it wasn’t Peter and the
disciples' plan; not their mindset for Jesus, their Messiah! But [ want you to know that Peter finally understood.
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After the forty days of Jesus’ teaching in His glorified resurrected body and the indwelling Holy Spirit, Peter got
it. Let’s finish with some words from an old grandpa, Peter. 1 Peter 1:2-3; 18-21; 2:23-25; 3:18; 4:1-2

Ultimate submission to God and self-denial had been common in Jesus’ teaching. He had taught this to His
disciples before and would continue this message until the cross! (Matt. 10:38; Luke 14:26-27; John 12:24-26)
The writers of the Epistles continued this foundational teaching of Jesus.

2. What does a life of self-denial, cross-carrying, and following Jesus look like? Let’s consider: Let’s look at
four areas of the Christian life that should be evidence that we are Christ-followers!

1. Obedience to His Word — godly living, church involvement, love and service to others, great
commission living. continuance in the Word - John 8:31-32; love toward other believers - 13:34-35;
obedience to the Word of God - 14:15, 23; answered prayer and fruit-bearing - 15:7-10, 16-17

2. Rejection for the World — not living for things of this world — pleasure, power, possessions — power
for victory over sin — Rom. 6:11-14; 8:13-14; Eph. 6:10-18; Phil. 3:7-9; 1 Peter 1:13-16; 1 John 2:12-17

3. Faith in God — live with trust and faith in God, not self-confidence Phil 1:6; Rom. 8:26-39; 2 Tim.
4:17-18; Gal, 2:20; 1 John 2:28

4. Control given to God — living with the will of God as central 2 Tim. 1:7-9; 2:11-13; 1 John 2:28; 1
Peter 4:19; Rom. 12:1-2

Are we ashamed Christians or following ones?! Are we pleasing God and a useful Believer? Are we maturing or
remaining in a “baby” stage? Let’s daily be denying ourselves, daily taking up the cross of our self-sacrifice,
and following Jesus and His will for us! Colossians 2:6-10



