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Jesus’ Transfiguration
Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36

In the next few events of Jesus, we will be studying the various viewpoints concerning His person. The
Religious Leaders will continue to spread their bitter _hatred , the multitude will verbalize their _confusion ,
the disciples will clearly articulate Jesus was the Messiah , and during the Transfiguration, God the Father will
gloriously call from heaven His _approval on His Son. These all set up Jesus’ concentrated time teaching His
disciples concerning His upcoming death, burial, and resurrection.

I. The Transfiguration Facts

1.

Who? Peter, James, and John accompanied Jesus. We often call them the inner three disciples. This is
the second of three times recorded that Jesus separated them from the others and included them in a
special occasion. 1) Raising Jarius’ daughter 2) Here at the Transfiguration 3) Prayer in Gethsemane
Often, it is asked, why did Jesus single out these three? I think we can confidently say for faith building.
Later, when they revealed these secret, private times with Jesus, all that heard would be encouraged.
This is why God brings us special occasions of challenge, joy, or sorrow. If we start these experiences
recognizing the desire of God to build our faith, they will be more effective for our faith! And we should
be willing to share these times of growth with others. These three men would eventually be leaders in
the early church ministry. Peter — Leader among the twelve disciples and greatly used immediately after
Pentecost; chosen to take the Gospel first to Gentiles; wrote two New Testament books: James — The
first apostolic martyr recorded in Acts 12; John — Disciple with the longest ministry, wrote five New
Testament books, suffered much

When? The three Gospels indicate that the transfiguration happened about a week “after these sayings”
- the disciples’ great confession that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of the living God, and Jesus telling
of His death, burial, and resurrection. While Matthew and Mark mention six days, Luke records eight
days. Bible teachers agree that Luke was counting both transfiguration and confession days. Clues given
within the Scripture tell us it probably occurred at night. 1) The disciples were very tired. 2) The three
traveled high into the mountain. 3) Jesus often went apart to pray at night.

Where? Almost without exception, all reference books mention the traditional location named by the
Greek Orthodox church, Mount Tabor, in Galilee. This mountain is about 1400 feet high. But most
scholars reject this location and settle on Mount Hermon near Caesarea Philippi. All evidence points
that Jesus never left this area, and the wording concerning a “high mountain” is certainly satisfied with
its elevation of over 9000 feet.

Why? We can’t imagine the thoughts and discussions the disciples had among themselves the week
following their confession of Jesus’ deity and His giving them insight into the coming suffering. It must
have been a very long week! They had much to ponder:

e What of our Old Testament promise of a kingdom? This was their traditional theology!

e What did Jesus mean by “build my church™?



e Jesus must have meant a word picture when talking about death and resurrection.

e Jesus was so upset at Peter. Why did He react so strongly?

e What did Jesus mean by saying deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me? Have we not
been doing that for over two years? What more does He want?

e What is this strange promise of some soon seeing the glory of His kingdom?

But then, after a week, Jesus called out Peter, James, and John and invited them for a hike up the mountain and
a private prayer time. They didn’t know it, but they were about to experience one of the highlights of their lives!
(John 1:14; 2 Peter 1:16-17) A time they will never forget and not see again until they stand before their Savior
and Friend in heaven! The Transfiguration of Jesus had significant purposes and will begin to answer some of
the disciples' questions, but most importantly, continue to build their faith! Let’s look at some of these purposes:

1) _Fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy spoken a week before. (Matthew 16:28; Mark 9:1; Luke 9:27)
Their traditional theology had been shaken. They had been taught their Messiah would come as a
conquering King, but they had no idea what that might look like! On the mountain that day, they
got a preview! They were able to see the royal spender of Jesus the King Messiah. The
Transfiguration became a much-needed illustration and proof of Jesus’ person!

2) Glimpse of Christ’s Second Coming Glory as Jesus spoke of a week before. (Matthew 16:27;
Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26) Not only did Jesus tell His disciples of His coming suffering but also how
they would see Him come “in the glory of his Father.” Here was a look at the Majesty of Jesus’
veiled person!

3) Encouragement of Christ that the Glory He left behind in heaven would again be His.
(John 17:5, 24) That day, Jesus was reminded that the task of suffering before Him would pass to
glory again! He looked forward to that reestablishment of the glory He shared with His Father.

4) Opportunity for the disciples to hear the God of Heaven tell them to listen to Jesus!
(Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35) God said, “Hear Him!” When their minds were racing
about seeing the prophets and the glory of Christ, God said, “Put all that aside, the important
point is listening to My Beloved Son!”

5) Harmony existed between the Law, Prophets, and the Suffering Messiah. (Luke 9:31) The
disciples heard the topic of discussion between Jesus and the two Old Testament saints. Jesus,
Elijah, and Moses were discussing Jesus’ coming death! This will not make sense to them yet,
but it will!

I1. Jesus and the Transfiguration

“And (“it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings,” Luke 9:28) six days Jesus taketh Peter,
James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up (“leadeth them up” Mark 9:2) into an high mountain
apart (“by themselves” Mark 9:2/“to _pray . And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was



altered,” Luke 9:28-29), 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did _shine as the sun, and his
raiment was white as the light (“glistering” Luke 9:29/“shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller
on earth can white them” Mark 9:3).” Matthew 17:1-2

Jesus prayed—During Jesus' ministry, it is recorded that He would go apart to pray. Usually, it was at a time of
significance to Him and His work. Let’s consider what Jesus might be praying at this time—to glorify His
Father, the faith of His followers to continue to be strengthened, and for Him to please the Father in the
completion of the Father’s will. This time He had the three “inner circle” disciples with Him, but Luke will tell
us that they fell asleep. (Luke 9:32) This will happen again in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Jesus transfigured — Then suddenly, as He prayed, Christ was changed from the inside out!

Meaning—The Greek word translated “transfigured” in both Matthew and Mark is the same word
from which the word “metamorphosis.” The principle is that the change comes from within, not shone on them
like a bright spotlight. Luke uses the thought that Jesus’ “countenance was altered” and “raiment” was affected.
Just as a caterpillar makes a cocoon and emerges a winged butterfly, Jesus was changed from the inside out, and
the three disciples saw it!

Face — Matthew tells us that Jesus’ face shined like the sun! That’s so bright one can’t look at it! This
is the countenance of God! Moses had been in God's presence at the Ten Commandments' giving; that same
brightness affected him. (Ex. 34:29-35) We also find the countenance of God described this way in the book of
Revelation! Rev. 21:23; 22:5 No wonder Jesus was called the Light of the world; God shines as the sun!

Raiment — All three Gospel books speak of Jesus’ clothing. It was difficult for the Gospel writers to
express its brilliance. It’s Mark who works hard to give us the picture of the brightness of the white color. He
speaks of a “fuller.” This is more than one who washes clothes; it’s the one who prepared cloth from its natural
state. Bright white cloth was very difficult to make. White is actually the absence of color. So, the natural color
must be removed. Mark is saying that there was no process a fuller could take to make cloth as white as Jesus
shone that day. But Mark also brought up snow. As I write this, it’s February, John and I are at our cabin in
northern Wisconsin. The sun is shining off a 12-inch layer of white puffy snow! You almost need sunglasses in
the cabin! There is probably nothing on earth more white than fresh snow! When Luke wrote about the clothes,
he spoke of the gleaming effect. The word translated as “glistering” is only used here in the New Testament, and
it means “emitted light like lightning.” So picture a glowing, flashing, extremely bright sun-like Jesus — and
multiply it by a million! Decades later, John will have another experience of seeing Jesus in this glorified state.
Rev. 1:13-15

ITI. Moses and Elijah and the Transfiguration

“And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elijah talking with him. (“Who appeared in _glory ,
and spake of his decease (Gk - _exodus - departure ) which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.” Luke
9:31)” Matthew 17:3

“they appeared in glory” — Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell of the appearance of Moses and Elijah, but Luke
adds “appeared in glory.” This would be referring to the fact that they had been with God in heaven and would
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probably have been in heavenly, glorified bodies. Though it is not clearly revealed why these two Old
Testament characters were chosen to visit Jesus during His earthly ministry, without exception, every Bible
teacher gave the fact that they represented the Law and Prophets who had told of the coming Messiah. Gen.
3:15; 12:3; Deut. 18:15-18; Isaiah 7:14; 9:7; Dan. 9:24; Mic. 7:20; Mal. 3:1

“spake of his decease” — It is amazing to realize Jesus, Moses, and Elijah actually had a specific topic of
conversation — Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension. The Greek word used means exodus. Please realize
this the work of Jesus on the cross, the Gospel, is the center point of heaven and earth — the plan of God, the
redemption of man, the Gospel mission being accomplished! It seems the three disciples heard them, yet it
didn’t make a true impression.

Believers Application #1
IV. Disciples and the Transfiguration

“(“But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with _sleep : and when they were awake, they

saw_ his glory, and the two men that stood with him. And it came to pass, as they departed from him,”
Luke 9:32-33) Then answered _Peter , and said unto Jesus, Lord (“Master” Mark 9:5), it is good for us to
be here: if thou wilt, let us _make here three tabernacles (Lit - _shelters/huts/tents/temporary dwellings );
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah. (“For he wist (Lit - _knew ) not what to say (“not
knowing what he said” Luke 9:33); for they were sore _afraid . Mark 9:6)” Matthew 17:4

“heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood by him” — I am
often embarrassed for the disciples. And here again, human weakness, lack of attentiveness, a lack of
appreciation, and an attitude of familiarity cause them to not seize the opportunity given by Christ, and they lost
blessings. The book of Luke tells us they fell asleep. The Greek wording is strong; these poor young men were
exhausted. The kind of tiredness that rolls your shoulders, clouds your mind, and drags your feet. Yet, they
almost completely missed out on this amazing event had they not been startled awake — and it seems, by a
bright, flashing, glowing Jesus! Now they noticed the two others with Jesus! We don’t know how they
recognized Moses and Elijah. I suppose Jesus could have formally introduced them or told them later who they
were, but my guess is that they just knew them. Moses would have carried the air of a meek man but also a
strong, godly leader. Elijah, perhaps still dressed in the garb of the fiery prophet from the wilderness, we don’t
know, but they knew who they were!

I want to highlight the phrase, “as they departed from him.” In my study, I found that almost every English
translation translated the verb “departed” in a continual action: as they were departing, as they were leaving, as
they began to leave, as they were about to leave, or during their departing. Understanding the verb tense is
helpful for gaining insight into Peter’s next foolish statement! “it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us
make here three tabernacles”

“It is good for us to be here.”—Here are some other words that were used when translating the thought “good” -
It was wonderful, amazing, beautiful, delightful, and great for Peter, James, and John to be allowed to view this
glimpse of heaven. But the Greek is a little more specific than just being happy about this privilege. Peter is
communicating the fact that he didn’t want it to end! We’ve all had that experience: a wonderful vacation, fun



family time, quiet, child-free, no crying, time to stay in bed and catch a little longer sleep! Peter didn’t want this
wonderful meeting to end, so he suggested,........

“let us make here three tabernacles” — “Let’s make tents for everyone to stay in so they don’t need to go!” Wow!
As I studied, Bible teachers believed that Peter wanted everyone to stay longer, and he wanted to honor each of
the three with their own shelter. He also could have been thinking about the exodus of Moses. In his confusion
upon hearing the topic of Jesus’ exodus talked about among the three, Peter took part of the Festival of
Tabernacles, a Jewish yearly celebration commemorating the exodus from Egypt, and wanted to celebrate this
mountain-top event the same way by making little shelters! Whatever Peter was thinking was wrong; it was
human thinking and human wisdom. Unfortunately, this is what we all default to when making plans or going
forward without knowing the will of God!

“For he wist not what to say”’/*not knowing what he said” — You know, there are two kinds of people. Those
who don’t know what to say and therefore say nothing — and those who don’t know what to say and say too
much! Peter was that kind of person! He should have said nothing. But he couldn’t help himself; he was always
a man with a plan, trying to improve every situation. Peter had a good heart but was a mixture of weakness,
goodwill, zeal, and a lack of wisdom! Oh my, we need to make sure we are not falling into some of the same
traps as Peter — always needing to say something, always trying to fix things, always trying to better situations
without understanding or knowing the plan of God. The reality was that Peter didn’t know what he was
saying and should have kept quiet!!

V. God the Father and the Transfiguration

“While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud _overshadowed them (“and they feared as they entered into

the cloud” Luke 9:34): and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I

am well pleased; _hear ye him. *And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore
afraid .” Matthew 17:5-6

“While he yet spake” — This refers to Peter talking to Jesus and seeking permission to set up a tent city on the
mountainside. We read that God the Father Himself intervened and stopped this stupidity and spoke from the
balcony of heaven! But first,.....

“bright cloud overshadowed them” — The word “overshadowed” means “overcame.” The Greek tense speaks of
a longer duration. It started to come at them, and it kept coming until they were completely covered! They saw
and felt the great cloud of God’s presence. The Jewish rabbis coined the word “shekinah,” or caused to dwell.
God’s presence is veiled with a cloud! These three young Jewish men very likely knew this was not an ordinary
cloud or fog, and Luke tells us they were afraid! The countenance of God is the brightness of the sun! But we
find in the Scripture that when God revealed Himself to man, they often experienced His presence in a thick
cloud! Ever find yourself in a dense fog? A fog that made you both blind and fearful! I remember back to a time
about 25 years ago. My sister Candy was finishing her senior year of college and needed to get back to college
Monday morning after a weekend visit. It was foggy, and I was going to drive her the eight miles so she could
catch her ride back to campus. Candy and I got in the car, and within a few blocks of the house, I realized this
was no ordinary fog; it was frightening! I distinctly remember telling Candy that we were turning around. It was
foolish to try to drive; I was so fearful of running off the road or being hit by another blind driver. The reality of
the cloud coming over Peter, James, and John would have been so much worse than fog, for it was God’s glory
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cloud! The cloud of God’s presence is a phenomenon we see throughout the Old Testament. Let’s look at some
of those events

Ex. 13:21-22 — cloud and glory of God first given to lead the Children of Israel

Ex. 19:16-18 — cloud and glory of God as He gave the Ten Commandments to Moses

Ex. 34:5-8 — cloud and glory of God as He gave the Ten Commandments to Moses a second time (God
describes himself)

Ex. 40:34-38 — cloud and glory of God on the tabernacle in the wilderness

1 Kings 8:10-13/2 Chron. 5:13-6:1 — cloud and glory of God on Solomon’s temple during its dedication
No one could go into the cloud; it was frightful!

Acts 1:9 — could this be God's cloud and glory accepted Jesus back into heaven?
Dan. 7:13-14/Rev. 1:7 — cloud and glory of God will return with Christ at the Second Coming!

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well please; hear ye him” — The Life Application Bible says this,
“God’s voice elevated Jesus above Moses and Elijah as the long-awaited Messiah with full divine authority.” p.
1668 God the Father focused them on Jesus’ words and teaching, not on the glory of the moment. Jesus’ words
rightly interpreted the Old Testament; He was not equal to Moses or Elijah; Jesus was far greater, and Jesus’
words were the authority! In Christ’s teaching, they would find an understanding of the Messianic purpose —
suffering for the sins of the world found in both the Law and the Prophets! However, we should also notice that
God decisively answered the question of who Jesus was. God the Father said, “This is my beloved Son.” Wow!
Charles Spurgeon described God’s speaking from heaven this way, “It was a statement of demonstration and
distinction, by which the Father marked Jesus out from all others as His only nearest and dearest One.” p. 1044
The writer of Hebrews will express this thought as he began his teachings to the Jews who were considering
returning to the old ways of Judaism, because following Christ had brought them great persecution and
separation from family and friends. The opening words, Hebrews 1:1-2, remind them that Jesus’ words are now
the authority!

Let’s Consider: Three times, God the Father will call from heaven during the ministry of Jesus. These words
would have been familiar to any Jew, for they are found in Psalms 2:7. Let’s overview them:

1. When: Jesus’ baptism — Beginning of Jesus’ ministry - Matthew 3:17; Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22
Where: In the wilderness near the Jordan River.
Words: “This is (“Thou art” Mark 1:11/Luke 3:22) my beloved Son, in (“thee” Luke 3:22) whom [ am
well please.”
To Whom: Jesus — as Christ was about to start His ministry and give His life for the world in obedience
to His Father. God was pleased with His Son’s obedience to the plan of salvation for men.

2. When: Transfiguration — 6-8 months before crucifixion - Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35
Where: In the wilderness of a high mountain.
Words: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.”
To Whom: Disciples — Amidst the grandeur of the transfiguration and Peter’s awkward suggestions, God
interrupted and gave clarity to the reality of man’s needs!

3. When: Four days before the crucifixion — John 12:28
Where: Jerusalem



Words: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.”

To Whom: Jesus and the crowd that heard it - God spoke in response to Jesus’ prayer, “Father glorify thy
name.” Christ understood it, and perhaps the disciples, but the people heard thundering type noise and
thought it might have been an angel — supernatural. Jesus told them God spoke on their account.

So, we see that God spoke from heaven during the ministry of Jesus for various reasons and for the benefit of
those that heard it. But this day on the mount, God stopped Peter's foolishness and gave a simple instruction to
the three disciples.

Believers Application — HW #20

The whole transfiguration was an extremely fearful experience for the disciples. Terror was obviously the
emotion of this event, and it seemed to grow in intensity!
e Mark 9:5-6 highlights the fear experienced at the appearance of Moses and Elijah. The two ancient
Jewish heroes with Jesus would certainly have been frightful.
o Luke 9:34 tells of the fear the three disciples felt at the coming and overtaking of the cloud of God.
e And Matthew 17:5-6 speaks that they were “sore afraid,”(strongest Gk for fear) as they heard the voice
of God calling from heaven. It is then they dropped to the ground in terror! The voice of God Himself
was the climax of their fear!

“(“And when the voice was past,” Luke 9:36) And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be
not _afraid . 3And (“suddenly,” Mark 9:8) when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus
only .” Matthew 17:7-8

I love reading that Jesus understood their fear, and the strength and reassurance of His touch was used to bring
comfort. What a gentle Jesus! Ever feel touched by the hand of Jesus in sorrow, fear, or loneliness? It is a
wonderful reality. Now we receive that touch through God’s Word, as we read or remember the sweet promises
of God. “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. '*> For I the Lord thy God will hold
thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” Is. 41:10, 13 “But now thus saith the Lord that
recreated thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee
by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the
flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Savior:” Is. 43:1-3 Here we see
the wonderful hand of God on those that trust Him. And when the three disciples raised their heads, everyone
else was gone, except “Jesus only!” Look at the text, it reads “Jesus only.” In Greek, the position of this phrase
at the end of the sentence gives the words added strength and emotion: “they saw no man, save Jesus only.”
Really, at the moment, that was all they needed, and that’s the same for us! “Jesus only” is all we need!
Decades later, John felt that same touch again while on the Isle of Patmos and saw Jesus glorified again! Rev.
1:9-18

VI. Lessons with Jesus after the Transfiguration

“And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged (Gk - _repeatedly commanded ) them, saying,
Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. (“And they kept that
saying with themselves,” Mark 9:10) (“they kept it close (between themselves), and told no man in those
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days any of those things which they had seen” Luke 9:36) (“_questioning one with another what the
rising from the dead should mean.” Mark 9:10)” Matthew 17:9

Lesson 1: “Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.” Jesus strictly
commanded Peter, James, and John not to tell anyone what they saw or heard on the mount until after He had
risen from the dead. They could not share what they saw of Jesus’ true glory. Why? Because the Gospel plan
was not complete. Jesus must go to Jerusalem and suffer, die, and rise again. He came to pay the price for sin.
He was to be the Savior of the world. An enthusiastic crowd looking for freedom from Rome could not deter the
plan of God. It would have to be later that others could hear about this event on the mount and the great glory of
Jesus, the Son of God! The instructions seemed straightforward, but we were told they didn’t understand-
understand what? “the rising from the dead should mean.” I want to highlight two factors:
¢ One is that moving forward, Jesus will speak often of His death and resurrection; it will become a
natural part of His conversations until the cross. We see here how He just worked it into His
conversation.
e And also, here we have insight into the debate, uncertainty, and confusion of the disciples surrounding
Jesus’ speaking of His death and resurrection. Remember, they were still confused when standing at the
empty tomb of Jesus on resurrection morning!
Please realize they were quiet and told no one, but after Jesus’ resurrection, they did speak up and shared the
glory of the day and the many things they learned that day on the mount with Jesus!

Peter - 2 Peter 1:12-21; This glory was also a theme of Peter as he instructed future leaders. — 1 Peter
4:12-14; 16; 5:1, 4, 10-11

John — (About 50 years later, the glory of Jesus became a theme in His book.) John 1:14; 2:11; 11:4;
12:16, 23; 13:31-32; 17:1, 4-5, 22-24

“And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the _scribes_ that Elijah must first come? "And Jesus
answered and said unto them, Elijah truly shall first come, and restore (Lit. _reestablish, set right, get
ready, get it the way it should be, prepare ) all things. !> But I say unto you, That Elijah is come already, and

they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever _they listed (Lit. — wished). (“and how it is
written of the Son of man, that” Mark 9:12) Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them (“and be
set at nought (Lit.- treated with contempt). Mark 9:12). !3 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto
them of John the Baptist.” Matthew 17:10-13

Lesson 2: “Why then say the scribes that Elijah must first come?”

Jewish Traditional Theology — Obviously, the three disciples could not reconcile Elijah's appearance with their
traditional theology. So, as they descended the mount that day, it became part of the conversation. The coming
of Elijah was a belief taught by the scribes as prophesied in the closing verses of the Old Testament, Malachi
4:5-6. It says, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I
come and smite the earth with a curse.” Early in John the Baptist’s ministry, the Religious Leaders sent a
delegation from Jerusalem to ask John who he was. (John 1:19-28) They recognized that he was sent from God.
They first asked John if he was the Christ, and second, if he was Elijah! He answered no to each question. In
verse 23, he quoted Isaiah, “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord.”
The Jews rejected Jesus as the Messiah and, in doing so, rejected John the Baptist as the forerunner of Jesus, the
Messiah. Therefore, the Jews were and are still looking for Elijah's return! Remember, man's traditional
religious or cultural beliefs always have a great hold, whether true or false. It was true then and is certainly true
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today. Often, when teaching, disciplining, and especially in giving the Gospel to friends and relatives, it’s their
traditional beliefs the Holy Spirit must first break down! But He does it with the truth of the Scriptures!

Elijah and John the Baptist — John was not Elijah raised from the dead, but he did come in the “spirit and power
of Elijah.” The angel told Zechariah precisely that when he was doing his priestly duties in the Temple, as
recorded in Luke 1:13-20. When John began his ministry, the people and Religious Leadership recognized his
Elijah-like qualities and asked him if he was Elijah. The traditional beliefs concerning Elijah’s return were
always on the minds of the Jews. In Matthew 11:10, 14, Jesus was very specific in His teaching to the disciples
said that John was the Elijah spoken about in Malachi 4. “For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send
my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare the way before thee.” “And if ye will receive it, this is
Elijah, which was for to come.” So here on the mount, did the disciples forget this earlier conversation with
Jesus? Jesus repeats the truth that John the Baptist was the Elijah spoken about in Malachi. Verses 11-12,
“Elijah truly shall first come, and restore all things. But I say unto you, That Elijah is come already, and they
knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed...” The leadership of Israel rejected John’s
preparation for the coming of the Messiah, his message of repentance and return to God. He did come to set
things in order for the Messiah, preparing the way. But the religious establishment of his day ultimately allowed
him to suffer and be killed. Jesus put the death of John on the Jewish leaders. As we come to the end of this
recorded question and answer session between the disciples and Jesus, we read that the disciples got their
answer. They had asked about the scribes teaching on Elijah, and Jesus told them Elijah had come. We are told
in Matthew 17:13, “Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.”

As we move forward, when studying this passage, the question becomes, is there another appearance of Elijah
in the Tribulation Period? Blomberg, in his commentary on Matthew, says this. “Full restoration of course
awaits Christ’ return (Acts 1:6; 3:21), leaving open the question whether there is a yet unfulfilled part of the
prophecy regarding Elijah. Revelation 11:3-6, in which one of the “two witnesses” has a miracle-working
ministry closely parallel to Elijah’s, suggests there may be but is not clear about how literally this text should be
taken.” p. 266

Elijah and the Tribulation — I am not a prophecy expert, I’'m not an expert on much....I can make a nice pie
crust most of the time, have learned a few tricks with laundry, and take pride in a clean bathroom, but I’'m not
much of an expert on much — including Biblical prophecy! So, in the last weeks, I’ve had to do a lot of reading
and research on Revelation 11 and the two witnesses that preach repentance to Jerusalem and the world. Fine
Bible teachers and preachers have many theories on who these two men might be. They have a supernatural
ministry in the last 3 7 years of the Great Tribulation. They do miracles, cannot be killed until their time is
complete, and when they are martyred, they rise again in three days and are taken to heaven before the eyes of
the world. WOW! Elijah and Moses are the two most mentioned in my study, but I also read about Enoch,
Zerubbabel, Joshua the high priest, even John the Baptist himself, or two unknown witnesses brought on the
scene by God for that time. But please realize, as we read Revelation, these two are introduced to us without
any suggestion as to who they are, and if the identity of these two were essential for understanding end times,
we would have been told. So perhaps we should just leave the speculation and seek to know what God deems
important to tell us!



Lesson 3: “Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.” Again, I need to say that this will be a theme
of Jesus until the cross! He, the Son of man, will suffer, as did John the Baptist. Here, Jesus tells the three
disciples “how it is written.” Written where? The entire Old Testament! Jesus is teaching them that the
Scriptures tell of Him: “You will find a suffering Messiah.” Psalm 22; Isaiah 50:6; 53; Daniel 9:26 This is the
challenge Jesus gave the Jewish leadership in the first year of His ministry. “Search the scriptures; for in them
ye thing ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” John 5:39

Believers Application:

1. One day, we will be changed into the same glory Jesus was transformed into that day! But even now, we are
being transformed!

Warren Wiersbe said this of Jesus during the Transfiguration, “There was a change on the outside that came
from within as He allowed His essential glory to shine forth. (Heb 1:3)” p. 50 Jesus’ divine glory was veiled by
His humanity when He “was made in the likeness of men” Phil 2:7. But that day on the mount, the veil was
pulled back, so Peter, James, and John got a glimpse of Jesus’ deity! But please realize that Christ has shared
this glory with us. At our salvation, we receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and are given this glory,
literally changed from the inside out! In Christ’s prayer in John 17, He speaks of the result of this. (We become
a united group of followers — v. 22; We become perfect as one in love — v. 23) 1 John 2:5-6

As we learn Christ and His ways from the Scripture and then apply it obediently to our lives, we are cooperating
with the Holy Spirit within us. The glory of the Holy Spirit will glow more! 2 Corinthians 3, uses Moses as an
illustration of this glowing glory that was veiled! (v. 13-18) But as we “behold” Christ, meaning both in
knowledge and obedience, we are moved from glory to more glory! As we walk closer in faith with Christ,
learning His ways and obeying them, we become more like Christ in character. We actually grow in glory — our
light shines! (Matthew 5:14-16)

This is spiritual growth or the doctrine of a believer’s sanctification! Romans 12:2 expresses it this way, “And
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind...” “Transformed” is the
word “transfigured,” changed from the inside out! As we saturate our hearts and minds with the Words of God,
we reflect His glory and light! When giving testimony to how this study of Jesus’ life has changed me, I will
often say, “it changed me from the inside out!” According to what we are studying here, this is a Biblically
sound statement. [ will often use these theme verses when I speak about studying Jesus - 2 Peter 1:3-4. It
changes us — gives us all we need 1) for our spiritual life 2) to live godly and 3) be partaker of His divine nature.
Why? Because He has “called us to glory and virtue.” Otherwords, display Him and His excellent goodness!

But, please realize, we can veil our God-given glory, or as Ephesians 4:30 says, “grieve” the Holy Spirit! This
would be true when we are not cooperating with the growth in glory process. When we are not saturating
ourselves with the Words of God and, therefore, not living in obedience to them, we are veiling God’s glory
within us! Let’s walk through Ephesians 4:14-5:2 (v. 14-15, 22-24, 30, 5:1-2) How about you is God’s glory
shining through you or veiled?

One day, when He comes, we will be like Him in glory! Rom. 8:17; Col. 3:4; 1 John 3:2 Like the old Gospel
song says, “What a day that will be, when my Jesus I’ll see, and I look upon His face, The One who saved me
by His grace.” (Jim Hill) Do you know Jesus as your Savior? Have you put your trust in the payment for your
sin He accomplished on the cross? If not bow before Him today! Assure yourself the opportunity to live
eternally in heaven with our glorified Jesus! John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
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begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. ' For God sent not
his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”

2. That day on the mountain, God interrupted Peter and gave a straightforward command from the cloud.
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.”
Are you obeying this command of God? Are you listening to His Son?

During our lives, God gives His people glimpses of His glory to build their faith along their earthly journey.

e It comes in the amazing beauty of nature. Psalm 19:1-6 — beautiful sunsets, birds singing, mighty trees,
sweet animals, majestic mountains, mighty waterfalls, colorful fall leaves — these all reveal God’s glory!

e [t comes through the amazing answers to prayer. John 14:13-14 — provisions from the hand of God —
homes, food, health, strength, comfort, patience, spiritual changes in others and ourselves

e It comes through His amazing, gentle guidance. — Psalm 23 — The sweet gentleness of God permeates
this entire Psalm. Through life and in death, God sweetly guides His people.

e It comes through the amazing provision of His Son for our Sins! Ephesians 2:11-22 This all speaks of
our wonderful Savior Jesus. That day on the mount of Transfiguration, God said from heaven, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear he Him.” Are you listening to Him? Do you realize
the glory, power, holiness, gentleness, and beauty of Christ? Let Him build your faith!
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Ladies Studying Jesus
Homework — Vol. 5§ #20

Like the Transfiguration in the New Testament, [saiah had a vision of God on His throne in the Old Testament.
Read Isaiah 6:1-8 carefully and answer the following questions.

1. Do some study: Why was the death of Uzziah significant to Isaiah? What was the condition of Israel? Uzziah
was sixteen years old when he began to reign over Israel. He was a warrior, taking back land from the enemies
of Israel, and defended God’s name from pagan people who lived around them. He strengthened the walls of
Jerusalem and sought to follow the ways of God. He was blessed by the Lord and there was prosperity in the
land not seen since the days of Solomon. But, over the 50 years of his reign, pride took over his heart, and in

2 Chron. 26:16, we read he usurped his authority and offered incense in the temple to the Lord and was rebuked
by the priests. He became very angry at those who would dare reprimand him, and immediately God gave him
leprosy and he was banished from the temple and later died. When Uzziah’s son Jotham took control of Israel,
we read in 2 Chron. 27:2 that “...the people did yet corruptly.”

This would have been a sad time for Isaiah. As the prophet of Israel during Uzziah’s reign, they had been good
friends, and many Bible teachers believe they were relatives. The Lord had blessed Israel, and the sudden
change of events had thrown the Isaiah into the center of political and personal turmoil. Isaiah would have been
discouraged.

It was at this time, God revealed Himself to Isaiah!
2. Give the details concerning Isaiah’s vision. Research what these might have meant to him at the time.

1. God’s throne - v. 1 We read that the throne was “high and lifted up,” other words, the throne was
God’s in heaven! The “train” would be the royal robes God. The train of a ruler would indicate the length of his
ruling and here we see God’s train filled the temple indicating the length of His reign — eternity!

2. Seraphim — v. 2 Here is a burning fiery angel with six wings. It seems to have human features with
hands, feet, face and voice.

3. The words spoken — v. 3 The seraphim sang songs about God’s holiness and power! “Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of hosts! The whole earth is full of His glory!”

4. The “house” — v. 4 The thunderous song shook the house to the point the door rattled and a great
cloud filled the house! Let’s read about John’s similar experience in Rev. 4:2-3; 5

3. Just as Isaiah, when we understand the holiness and power of God, what must we face?

1. Our sin_v. 5 Having been in the presence of the holiness of God, the first concern of Isaiah was
His sin. The word “undone” means destroyed or doomed! In fear, Isaiah is saying, “Oh, no, ’'m a dead
man! I’m going to die! In my sinfulness I’ve seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Isaiah verbalized
“unclean lips.” It’s so true, so much of our sin happens at our lips! He saw himself and his people with
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dirty lips. But that’s the same for all of us. Luke 6:45, Jesus said, “A good man out of the good treasure
of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.”

2. God’s forgiveness and mercy v. 7 As Isaiah confessed his sin; mercy and forgiveness was
extended from the alter of God. By the touch of the hot coal, the angel said, “thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged.” Don’t forget the alter of God is a place of burning sacrifices, where blood
was shed and hot coals burnt the sacrifice! That forgiveness is now extended by Jesus’ sacrifice for us.
Now He takes our iniquity away! Hebrews 9:26 says, “...he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself.”

3. God’s call v. 8 Please remember, God always has a job for a repentive, humble sinner! God called,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Jesus had just challenged the disciples to deny
themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him. He has the same call to us!

4. Our need to volunteer! v. 8 God forces no one to serve, but desires volunteers. Just as Jesus had
said to the disciples a week before, “Deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me.” We should
raise our hand and say, “Here am [; send me! Please, don’t overlook me, send me.” You see when we
really get a glimpse of God, when our burden of sin, guilt, and worry is removed; total surrender and
spontaneous volunteering is the only reaction of a true believer. We are presenting “our bodies a living
sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God” it truly is our reasonable service!

“But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and
the end everlasting life.” Rom. 6:22

“For we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.” Eph. 2:10
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Ladies Studying Jesus
Homework — Vol. 5 #21

Let’s take a quiz! Review your notes from our study of Jesus’ Transfiguration, and we will begin our next class
with a 10-point quiz! Remember — no grades are taken, no candy is given, and no reprimanding notes will be
sent home!

1. Who were the three disciples that were invited by Jesus to climb the mount and viewed Jesus’
transfiguration? Peter, James, and John

2. In Luke 9:28, we are told that the transfiguration happened about a week “after these saying.” Give at least
one topic involved in the conversation being referred to in this phrase. *confession of the disciples — “thou art
the Christ....;” *Jesus’ telling of His suffering, death, and rising again; *Peter’s rebuking Jesus; *Jesus telling
Peter, “Get thee behind me Satan.;” *Jesus telling the disciples deny yourself, take up your cross and follow me.
3. What was Jesus doing when the transfiguration happened? Praying

4. What were the disciples doing when the transfiguration happened? Sleeping

5. What does the word transfigure mean? Changed from the inside out.

6. Who from the Old Testament appeared with Jesus on the mount of Transfiguration? Moses and Elijah

7. What do these two Old Testament characters represent? The Law and the Prophets

8. What was Peter’s suggestion as the Old Testament characters started to leave? Build three small huts for them
and Jesus.

9. As found in the Old Testament, what does a “bright cloud” represent? The presence of God

10. Last week, we taught four areas that we must face when we understand God’s power and holiness as seen in
Isaiah 6. Name one? *Our sin; *God’s forgiveness; *God’s call; *Our need to volunteer!

Bonus: Give the exact words of God as He spoke to Peter and the disciples from heaven. “This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well please; hear ye him.”
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