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Vol. 5 #12 TEd 

Jesus Heals the Demonic Boy 

Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43 
 

“This lesson was designed to teach the men that their ministry in the future days must be carried on in 

_dependence_ on God and _faith_ in Him. It would be their faith, not their position, which would make it 

possible for them to fulfil the ministry entrusted to them.” Pentecost p. 261 
 

Interesting Fact: In this period in Jesus’ life, Matthew, Mark, and Luke have a series of _five_ major events in 

parallel order. Matthew 16:13-18:35; Mark 8:27-9:50; Luke 9:18-62. 

1. Great Confession of the Disciples, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” 

2. Jesus’ Transfiguration 

3. Jesus Heals the Demonic Boy 

4. Jesus Again Teaches His Coming Death and Resurrection/Temple Tax 

5. Jesus will have long teaching sessions with the disciples, starting with who was the greatest 

We will spend significant time in these three books as Jesus instructs His disciples and prepares them for His 

death, resurrection, and future ministry! 
 

“(“And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they were come down from the hill (Lit. - _mountain_), 

much people met him.” Luke 9:37) And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about 

them, and the _scribes_ questioning (Gk - _disputing, arguing, discussing_) with them. 15And straightway 

all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. 16And he 

asked the _scribes_, What question ye with them?” Mark 9:14-16 
 

I. Jesus’ Arrival Back to the Disciples  Luke gives us the time period for this event: the next day after Jesus’ 

transfiguration. We have studied the conversation of Jesus, Peter, James, and John on their way down the 

mountain – Jesus told them not to tell anyone about the transfiguration; they discussed the Jewish thought 

concerning Elijah; and among those conversations, Jesus repeated the fact that He would suffer and rise again. 

The disciples did not know they were going from a view of the glories of heaven on the mountaintop to the 

dramatic scene of the attacks of hell in the valley! But realize, we see Jesus’ power and glory in both the 

mountaintop experience and the valley! We always do!  

 
 
“he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with them.” –  As 

Jesus and the three disciples came into view of those left behind, we are told they saw a “great 

multitude”/”much people” gathered. We have often said, “You can’t hide the Light of the World,” and again, the 

people and the scribes found Jesus, and unfortunately, the hounding scribes were taking advantage of Jesus’ 

disciples as He was away from them. The terms Luke and Matthew use to describe the masses indicate a lot of 

people. These are terms used at the two feedings to indicate thousands. I can’t imagine it was that many, but we 

can be sure the crowds had grown quickly and would be hundreds if not thousands.  
 

Both the people and the scribes would have expected to find Jesus, so when He wasn’t at the foot of the 

mountain, they turned their expectations to Jesus’ remaining disciples, for they were learners and represented 

Jesus. The passages tell us that the scribes were verbally attacking the disciples. The KJV word “questioning” is 

actually pretty weak. Other translations use, disputing, debating, and cross-examining, but the most common 

word used is arguing.  The Religious Leaders had singled out Jesus’ disciples before, seeking to set doubt in 
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their minds. But here, the scribes must have enjoyed finding the most timid disciples, all alone, and as we will 

find out, failing in ministry. They circled and settled in like turkey vultures on roadkill along with the crowds to 

watch!  

 

 

“all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him,” – Just as an old 

movie where at the last minute the hero rides in and saves the day, Jesus arrived! The people reacted to Christ’s 

“perfect timing” with amazement, running to greet Him. Here are some other ways this excitement was 

translated: very excited, startled, overcome with awe, surprised, suddenly amazed, struck with wonder. Needless 

to say, everyone but the scribes were very happy to see Jesus! 

 

 

“And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them?” – The scribes were the first Jesus addressed, “What 

are you arguing about with them?”  Boy, that shut them down! This was well into Jesus' last months of ministry, 

and the Religious establishment had learned long before that they were not going to win any arguments with 

Jesus of Nazareth. The discussion was over, and we don’t hear about the scribes again in this incident! Though 

we can be sure they were there and watching! 

 

 

What we will now read is extremely sad and disturbing. When the details about this possessed boy are gathered 

from the three gospel passages, they are almost unfathomable.  

“And (“there came to him a certain man, _kneeling_ down to him,” Matthew 17:14) one of the multitude 

(_cried_ out” Luke 9:38) answered and said, Master, (I beseech thee, _look_ upon my son: for he is mine 

_only_ child.” Luke 9:38) (“_Lord_, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic (Lit - _epileptic_), and sore 

vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water.” Matthew 17:15) I have brought unto 

thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit (Lit. - _demon_); 18And wheresoever he taketh him, (“he suddenly 

crieth out;” Luke 9:39) he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: 

(“and bruising him hardly departeth from him.” Luke 9:39) and I spake (“besought” Luke 9:40) to thy 

disciples that they should _cast_ him out; and they could not (“cure him.” Matthew 17:16).”               

Mark 9:17-18 
 

II. Father with Demon-Possessed Son Speaks to Jesus 
 

“have mercy on my son: for he is a lunatic,…which hath a dumb spirit” – It seems that out of the crowd rushed 

a desperate father, kneeling, begging, and crying out to Jesus! As we take a careful look at this father, we see a 

man who brought his possessed son with an understanding of Jesus’ power and compassion. It wasn’t a strong 

faith, and I’m sure the failures of the nine disciples didn’t help, but he did seem to have a little faith, and we will 

see his desire for it to grow! The father simply asked Jesus to “look” at his child – see him, behold him, notice 

him! The boy was probably a teen, for later in the narrative, we will read that the son had had the demon since 

childhood. All three gospel books add insight to the severity of this boy’s demon possession, and his case rivels 

that of the man in the tombs who had the legion of demons, so the severity of this one demon is frightful! 
 

Let’s gather the symptoms afflicted on this boy: epileptic type seizures* (“lunatic” – violent convulsions come 

on without warning - frightful and destructive); suffered greatly, very ill (“sore vexed”);  suicidal (would throw 

him into fire and water); scarred and bruised; mute; deaf; foaming at the mouth; grind teeth; became rigid; 

scream and shriek; violently throws him down (Gk – wrestling term) and causes him to roll around (seems as he 
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would be torn apart), the demon would hardly ever leave (the violent symptoms would continually plague the 

boy) This child would be at the mercy of the hellish, unclean demon and be left weak, worn, being destroyed 

and brought closer to death with every attack, full of pain, fear and misery for him and his entire family!     

 

 

*I want to time out right here and review that the Bible does not teach that epilepsy is a demon procession! In 

Matthew 4:24, we have one of Matthew's summarizing statements concerning Jesus' ministry. The illness of 

epilepsy and demon possession are separate needs Jesus healed! In this event, we find the demon brought on 

violent convulsions similar to epilepsy, but both the father and Jesus acknowledged that these were demon-

induced!   
 

“I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not” – The father confessed that he had 

asked the disciples to help his son. This was not wishful thinking on the father's part because, at this point in 

Jesus’ ministry, the disciples would have been known to do miracles too! In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we read 

of when Jesus sent out the twelve in groups of two to preach and heal. (Mark 6:7) This would have occurred 

about six months before. Later in this incident, we find that the disciples were willing and had tried to cure this 

boy but could not.  

 

 

“He answereth him, and saith, O _faithless_ (“and perverse (Lit. - _stubborn, perverted, twisted_)” Luke 

9:41/Matthew 17:17) generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him 

unto me. 20And they brought him unto him: and (“as he was yet a coming,” Luke 9:42) when he saw him, 

straightway the spirit tare him (“the devil threw him down” Luke 9:42); and he fell on the ground, and 

wallowed foaming. 21And he _asked_ his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, 

Of a child. 22And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou 

_canst_ do anything, have compassion on us, and help us. 23Jesus said unto him, If thou _canst_ believe, all 

things are possible to him that believeth. 24And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with 

tears, Lord, I believe; _help_ thou mine unbelief.” Mark 9:19-24 
 

III. Jesus’ Takes Control 
 

“O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I suffer you?” – “O you 

unbelieving, twisted, rebellious, crooked generation, how long must I be with you? How long must I be patient 

and bear with you?” Jesus sounds frustrated and disgusted to me! But in Greek, we find this statement is 

actually full of sorrow and disappointment. As I studied this passage, there was always discussion about who 

was the “generation” Jesus was speaking to: disciples, crowd, or the father of the possessed boy? I would say, 

all of the above; all those under the sound of His voice! This is a very broad term used throughout the Old 

Testament, and though at different levels, they all were exhibiting a lack of faith and trust in Him as the Lord 

and Master, and it brought on this exasperated comment! Though one of them, Matthew was never shy about 

highlighting Jesus’ rebuking of the disciples' faithlessness and lack of power. (Matthew 6:30; 8:26; 14:31: 16:8) 

And when Jesus was debating with the Religious Leaders, He often pointed out their unbelief and rebellious 

attitude, calling them vipers, evil and adulterous. And, of course, Jesus will later speak to this father about his 

belief. So it seems Jesus said this to all of them, “O you unbelieving, twisted, rebellious, crooked generation, 

how long must I be with you? How long must I be patient and bear with you?” 
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“as he was yet a coming” – Jesus called for the father to bring his son, and when the child saw Jesus, the demon 

immediately caused a terrible series of convulsions, causing many to think the boy would be ripped apart! The 

demon knew his days of tormenting this family were over. He had successfully stood against the disciples, but 

now He stood before the Son of God, and in rebellion and hate, he literally threw his last all-ditch effort into 

destroying this boy before Jesus would cast him out! 

 

 

“And he asked his father” – It is very interesting to stop and think of Jesus’ reaction here in Mark 9:21. While 

others were fearful and horrified at the sight, Jesus approached the situation with the calmness and seeming 

interest of an attending physician, asking how long the boy had the demon. Everyone heard the answer and the 

desperation in the father’s words when he replied that he was just a child, a little boy, and telling of the most 

violent and concerning actions of this demon against his son. It would try and kill him! The father also 

identified with the torments of his son when he begged, “have compassion on us, and help us.” Why would 

Jesus not heal first and ask questions later?! Well, with this question, Jesus was setting up a faith-building 

experience for everyone who heard! With that brief conversation between Jesus and the father, everyone 

understood the severity and duration of this family's suffering. And everyone was going to realize the power and 

strength of Jesus!  

 

 

“If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” – As the father answered Jesus’ question 

concerning when the demon had taken control of his son, he finished with the most heart-wrenching statement, 

“but if thou canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us.” Now, that sounds faithless, but before 

passing too much judgment, let’s remember that the disciples could not help; this man had already suffered 

disappointment that day when the disciples were powerless over the demon. So now, as his son lay twisting and 

foaming, grinding and shrieking, and the crowd stood gaping, terrified, and astounded, the father begged, “If 

thou canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us!” Wow, let that sink in; that was a statement to the 

Son of God! God in human flesh! Stop now, and answer that statement for that father….Yes! Jesus can do 

anything; Yes! He does have compassion, and Yes! He will help you! Sounds like a Hobby Lobby wall hanging! 

It sounds like something we better have a strong understanding of and live our lives by! “Yes! Jesus can do 

anything; Yes! He does have compassion, and Yes! He will help you!” 
 

But then Jesus flips the statement on the father! Jesus was saying, “It’s not if I can do anything; it’s can you 

believe that I can!? Do you have faith that I can do this for you? For with faith, all things are possible!”  

WOW! It wasn’t Jesus’ ability to work on this man’s behalf – He had the ability, He was God, and with God all 

things are possible, we find that principle throughout the Scripture; it was instead the need for this man to have 

faith that Jesus would!  WOW! Double WOW! And with that, the Bible tells us, “And straightway the father of 

the child cried out, and said with tears…” 

 

 

“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief”- This was a humble, truthful prayer, and with it, Jesus, the Son of the 

Living God, cast out the devil from his son and helped the father’s little faith become sight! But we are getting 

ahead of ourselves. There’s a little more drama to our story! But before moving on, I want to discuss the 

statement, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” I have to admit that I’ve cried out this prayer more than 

once in my 50+ years as a follower of Jesus. “I believe you can do the impossible, Lord, but this looks pretty 

impossible! Help me believe! Help my unbelief!” I might say, “My faith is far from perfect. I may not have 

enough faith. I have some faith, but it feels so weak. Please help my faith to grow, help it to become firm on 
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You!” Have you ever prayed like this!? Please realize, as always, we can ask God for what we need! Yes, 

especially for more faith! Remember, even our faith comes from God. Eph. 2:8, Rom. 12:3; 1 Tim. 1:12-14; 2 

Peter 1:1. The pastor and author John Piper, writing about the statement of the demonic boy’s father, said, “This 

is a good prayer. It acknowledges that without God, we cannot believe as we ought to believe. Similarly, the 

apostles pray to Jesus, 'Increase our faith!” (Luke 17:5). They pray this way because Jesus is the one who can do 

that.” Piper went on to say, “Let us pray daily: 'O Lord, thank you for my faith. Sustain it. Strength it. Deepen it. 

Don’t let it fail. Make it the power of my life, so that in everything I do, you get the glory as the great Giver. 

Amen.”  (desireinggod.org – September 23, 1998 

 

 

Now, let’s finish this amazing healing…. 

“When Jesus saw that the _people_ came running together, he _rebuked_ the foul spirit (“devil” Matthew 

17:18), saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I _charge_ thee, come out of him, and enter _no_ 

more into him. 26And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; 

insomuch that many said, He is dead. 27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose 

(“and delivered him again to his father” Luke 9:42) (“and the child was _cured_ from that very hour” 

Matthew 17:18 “And they were _all_ amazed at the mighty power of _God_” Luke 9:43).” Mark 9:25-27 
 

IV. Jesus Casts out the Demon 
 

“he rebuked the foul spirit” – As the people realized some great commotion was happening around Jesus, the 

curious crowd quickly shifted and came running to Him. It was then Jesus spoke to the demon as a separate 

being. He had absolute power over it! Christ had absolute power to heal the sick; absolute power over the 

natural world; and absolute power over demons!  

 

 

“the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him” – The Greek words here concerning the demon’s 

actions against the boy are very strong. One of my study books remarked that just like a bad tenant, the demon 

did all kinds of mischief before he slammed the door in anger and left! He tried to destroy the boy right up to 

the end! Even the crowd believed the boy was dead! But instantly and forever the demon was gone! Jesus 

triumphed over this worker of darkness, “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of 

them openly, triumphing over them in it.” Col. 2:15 The cross would be the ultimate show over the devil! And it 

was coming! 

 

 

“Jesus took him by the hand” – We don’t know if perhaps the boy was dead, the some of the crowd certainly 

thought so, but Jesus simply took him by the hand, raised him up and presented him back to his father! What a 

beautiful scene. What a beautiful reunion! Gone were the torments, the scares, and the fears. Jesus had restored 

the future back to this boy and life and joy back to this family! 

 

 

“they were all amazed at the might power of God” –  Get this now: the whole crowd’s reaction was amazement 

that Jesus simply spoke to the demon, and that was enough to make it leave! All the people who saw this were 

amazed and their immediate reaction was that the power of God did it! Jesus was doing the work of God! They 

all acknowledged this exorcism could only have been done by God!! They connected Jesus with God! God the 

Son and God the Father were interchangeable to this crowd! This was certainly not the Pharisees’ rhetoric; the 
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people didn’t consider Jesus was in league with the devil or had his power – they saw this was clearly the power 

of God!  

 

 

 The scene changes here: we don’t know how long but it is very doubtful it was immediate. We see movement 

from among the crowds to the disciples and Jesus being gathered in a house. 

“And when he was come into the _house_, his disciples asked (repeatedly) him privately, Why could not 

we cast him out? 29And he said unto them, (“Because of your _unbelief_: for verily I say unto you, If ye 

have _faith_ as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto _this_ mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; 

and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 21Howbeit” Matthew 17:20-21) This kind 

can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.” Mark 9:28-29 
 

V. Jesus’ Conversation with the Disciples 
 

“Why could not we cast him out?” – This was definitely the burning question for these nine disciples. They had 

been able to cast out demons before; they had had power before, but they were not able to move this demon! 

They had looked so powerless and became so vulnerable to the scribes’ questions and arguments! 

 

 

“Because of your unbelief” – I love how Jesus answered this. No laying the foundation, no warming up the 

topic, just the truth, “your unbelief, you didn’t have faith!” Remember, faith is one of the main areas in which 

Jesus often had to rebuke and teach His followers! He went on to say, “If ye have faith as a little grain of 

mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain behind me here, remove from there to over here, and it shall 

move!” And Jesus added, “Nothing, absolutely nothing, shall be impossible unto you.” So we have to ask, what 

had happened to their belief? It seemed they didn’t even have little faith! They had cast out demons before. 

What had changed in their belief level!? Let’s keep in mind that their walk with Jesus had been trying lately. 

The relentless Religious Leaders had continued their pressure and lies, pushing Jesus to leave Galilee and the 

great crowds. Then, recently, Jesus started speaking of his death and a resurrection. It had all been unsettling 

and disturbing, and when Jesus had been gone with Peter, James, and John, the crowds returned, and the bottom 

seemed to fall out for the remaining disciples. Their faith had been shaken! The pressures of the crowd, the 

scribes' prodding questions, the extremely difficult case of this boy’s possession, and the lack of Jesus’ presence 

had all come together and caused unbelief in their hearts and a lack of power in their ministry! Wow!  
 

This can all happen to us, too! This is the all-familiar plight of this life. Difficulties and struggles, large and 

small: the car breaking down or the dishwasher draining on the kitchen floor, unseen medical bills, job 

insecurity, dear ones becoming ill, spiritual battles being lost, children’s rebellion against the things of 

God….all these and more can pile up like snow during a bad storm and shake our faith in God and our ability to 

utilize His power. 

 

 

Let’s move on and look at Jesus' complete reply to his disciples and apply it to our lives as well, and see what 

Jesus emphasizes when the disciples lacked power in spiritual tasks!   

“This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting” –  He had first said their….. 
 

1) “Unbelief” – they had stopped trusting (having faith in) God’s power – Why? perhaps… 

              PRIDE – don’t forget, this is our sinful nature’s default! 
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• complacency and familiarity with their ability to heal the needy – “I can do this attitude.”  

“Here’s another demon to cast out!” “been there done that!”  

• drew strength from their position as a disciple of Jesus, not the power of Jesus  

“I’m the one, a special follower of Jesus of Nazareth. One with special super powers1” 

• relied on their past experiences as a healer, not the power of Jesus  

“Come on all you sick folk, line up and let me heal you.”  

All three of these are based on an attitude of pride and not dependence on God’s power!  

Had they quit praying and seeking God?! Was Jesus gone, and did they become spiritually lazy  

and have no thought about prayer? 

Then ADD to growing 

RECENT troubles and uncertainties had eroded their faith 

 

2) “This kind” – The entire story of Jesus healing the demonic boy is dramatic and extreme! The fierceness 

and strength of this demon was very evident. This was a very powerful demon! Here, Jesus is telling His 

disciples that the degrees of a needs’ difficulty must be met differently! “This kind,” this demon, must have 

differed from the “other kinds,” other demons they had cast out! They needed more power! This really is not 

hard to understand….you have a headache, you take an ibuprofen, but if you have a migraine, you seek 

medical attention! You strain your knee, put it up, maybe put some ice on it, and take Tylenol. If you break 

your leg, you go to urgent care! The degree of care must be met differently for the degree of severity! There 

are different levels of needs, and…..then Jesus gave what was necessary in dealing with the difficult kinds. 

 

3) “can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting” - I want to begin by talking about the wording 

“prayer and fasting.” This phrase is found in both Matthew and Mark in the King James Version, but the 

word “fasting” is not found in the best Greek texts used for translation. Bible teachers and reference books 

consistently discuss whether fasting was a teaching of Christ in this incident. Jesus did speak about fasting 

to His disciples, but it really doesn’t fit this context. One author mentioned the lack of time the disciples 

would have had to fast over this demon-possessed boy. You might ask, how did fasting get added into the 

Greek texts? More likely, these additions arose from a zealous scribe while copying Greek texts, who 

realized the context of earnest prayer and sought to intensify it by adding the word' fasting'. With that said, I 

will limit my discussion to prayer in this narrative.  
 

     The disciples needed God’s great, extra miracle-working power; they needed the power of God that only  

     comes through begging Him for it! It seems they had tried to cure this boy, and they got nothing! The  

     strength of this demon and the severity of its tortures proved too much for the disciples. They needed an  

     extra dose of God’s strength! And that comes from a sincere, humble prayer. James taught this to his readers  

     in James 5:14-18. James makes clear that at times, our prayer intensity must change. When the severity  

     of the circumstance and the need becomes great, our prayers should become more earnest and intentional!  

     There are times we need an “effectual fervent prayer,” and we better be righteous in our walk with God and  

     man! In other words, heartfelt, continual, earnest, and active prayer might be necessary, but always, the  

     Christians' most powerful resource is communion with God through prayer!  

 

 

Believers’ Application: 
 

1. Have you or your family ever been tormented by a horrific event?  A death, illness, great loss, deep hurt, or 

disappointment? Has the fiber of your very soul ever been shaken, and with it everyone and everything around 
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you? This is the kind of event we are studying in this lesson. Can you imagine the constant fear the family of the 

demonic boy lived in? The sleepless nights, long days, responsibilities left undone, and joy and happiness that 

seemed to have left their home forever? Actually, you probably can, for I have lived long enough, experienced 

my own trials and difficulties, and have observed them in the lives of others to know this is the reality of life. 

Unfortunately, a crisis can come to those of any age and in all kinds of forms. We all will have them at some 

point! And when we do, we must do the very same thing that this father did: run to Jesus’ feet, throw ourselves 

down, and beg Him for mercy! As we consider life's difficulties and hard times, here are a few…… 

Determinations for a Soul in Crisis: 

           1. Continually bring the need to God in prayer –  

                         When our mind starts to wander again, bring the need back to God.  

                         When we despair again, bring the need back to God.  

                         When we begin to doubt that God cares or even loves us, bring the need back to God.   

                         When we start to believe this will never end, bring the need back to God. Psalm 34:4, 6-8, 15-19 

 

          2. Actively monitor your heart and mind –  

                         Don’t let your heart and mind go unattended; they will wander! An uncontrolled heart and mind 

can become a huge asset of the devil and an enemy of your soul! The dangerous paths of anger, bitterness, 

despair, and hopelessness can take over the suffering saint. We must be purposeful in “casting down 

imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bring into captivity 

every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 2 Cor. 10:5  Listen! “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 

but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds.” 2 Cor. 10:4 

 

         3. Constantly be speaking truth from God’s Word  -  

                       Memorize key verses of encouragement and comfort and repeat them.  Keep telling yourself, 

“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?  If I ascend up into heaven, thou 

art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 

uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” Ps. 139:7-10; 

119:49-50  
 

                        Grab some little note cards and write down various texts on God’s power and might, and read 

them often. Keep telling yourself, “The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my 

strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler and my horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” Ps. 18:1; 27:1 
 

                        Sit and read through passages of instruction about suffering. Keep telling yourself “Wherein ye 

greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the 

trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 

found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:  Whom having not seen, ye love; in 

whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:”  

1 Peter 1:6-8 
 

                        Study the lives of Biblical characters who were victorious in hard times. Keep telling yourself, 

like Job, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.” Job 13:15 

 

           4. Intentionally determine to trust God’s sovereign plan –  

                         God’s character of love and mercy must be understood and trusted to the very core of our 

person. We must know “…that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose.” Rom. 8:28 We must remember God has our hairs numbered and watches over 

birds, so we certainly should “fear ye not, therefore” Matt. 10:32  
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                        So, when you’re wondering if you will ever laugh again, be happy, or even if life can be normal 

again, keep in mind God’s thoughts and plans for you, “thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an 

expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And 

ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” Jer. 29:11-13 
 

                        Determine to bring God glory in your suffering. That is His ultimate goal for us and a very 

effective way to testify to the world the reality of God! Remember, this is not our home; we are on a pilgrimage 

to eternal joys with Jesus.  
 

When going through suffering, crisis, and deep hard things, determine to continually bring the need to God; 

actively monitor your mind and heart; constantly speak truth from God’s Word; and intentionally determine to 

trust God’s sovereign plan. If everything seems to be going wrong, not right, if sufferings, tears and uncertainty 

is your normal, learn with conviction to say, “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in 

the vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the 

fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:  Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 

salvation.” Hab. 3:17-18   

 

 

2. When Jesus returned from the mountain and the wonderous transfiguration, He found faithlessness, 

confusion, and despair in the valley. His reaction was disappointment and sadness. What is His reaction to the 

church today and to us, His followers?   
 

“This lesson was designed to teach the men that their ministry in the future days must be carried on in 

_dependence_ on God and _faith_ in Him. It would be their faith, not their position, which would make it 

possible for them to fulfil the ministry entrusted to them.” Pentecost p. 261 
 

I’m afraid Jesus feels disappointment in His church today, just as He did that day after descending the mountain. 

The lack of faith, power, sacrifice, love, and urgency among His people in the 21st century, must bring Him 

great sorrow. He must say again, “How long shall I bear with you?” Are we like the religious people Jesus 

found that day, discussing and arguing, running from group to group, and disciples standing powerless? 

Remember, unbelief and prayerlessness will always produce ineffectiveness!   

Spurgeon said this, “Often He must derive more pain than pleasure from communion with many of His people. 

How grieved He must often be to see their slowness to learn, their readiness to forget, and the difficulty with 

which they can be brought to live the lessons He so carefully imparts to them.” p. 1080-1081 

Did the disciples have a seed of pride in their abilities to heal and cast out demons and forgot to call on the 

power of God?  Just like Samson in Judges 16, they hadn’t realized their power was gone!  And they went out to 

heal the demonic boy and, like Samson, could not overcome the enemy! Too many times, the church is 

powerless, just like those nine disciples that day, to meet the needs of needy people! The world needs us to be 

full of power to present to them Jesus, who can change them!  

And we in the 21st-century church must remember it’s not methods, or money, or training, or plans, or 

buildings, or books, or music, or whatever we can put our faith into outside of Jesus, but it’s always and only 

faith in the power of God and that is derived by earnest prayer, saturating our hearts with His Word, and the 

power of Holy Spirit within us! 2 Cor. 4:7 
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So let’s remember these three Bible passages: 

   1.  that“without faith it is impossible to please” God, for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 

that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him!” Hebrews 11:6 

   2. that “all power is given unto” Jesus “in heaven and in earth.” So “go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever” Christ commanded us, “and lo,” Jesus “ is with us always!” Matthew 28:18-20   

  3. the “effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16 The disciples had been 

proven weak in prayer – they seemed to sleep more than pray. In the last hours before the cross, Jesus taught the 

disciples again about ministry and prayer, it is recorded in John 14:12-14, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto 

my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son.14 If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it.” 

 

 


