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Jesus Tells of His Death & Resurrection Again
Matthew 17:22-23; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 9:43-45

Matthew Henry, the 17th-century preacher, restated these words of Jesus to the disciples: “Take special notice of
what I say and mix faith with it; let not the notions you have of the temporal kingdom of the Messiah stop your
ears against it, nor make you unwilling to believe it.” Matthew Henry went on to say, “God’s words do us not
good, unless we let it sink down into our heads and hearts.” MH p. 1597

“(And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God. But while they wondered every one at all things
which Jesus did,” Luke 9:43) And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not
that any man should know it. 3! For he _taught his disciples, (“And while they abode in Galilee,”
Matthew 17:22) and said unto them, (“Let these sayings sink down into your ears:” Luke 9:44) The Son
of man is delivered (“_betrayed ” Matthew 17:22) into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and
after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. 32 But they understood not that saying, (“were
exceeding _sorry ” Matthew 17:23/”it was _hid from them, that they _perceived it not” Luke 9:45) and
were _afraid to ask him.” Mark 9:30-32

What we are looking at today is the 3 recorded time Jesus spoke of His upcoming death and resurrection. In
reality, this is the 2™ time to all the disciples, but remember after the transfiguration, Jesus spoke of it with
Peter, James, and John as they descended the mountain. He will often work this future event into conversations,
as we might talk freely about a scheduled family event, such as a wedding or vacation. Jesus will continue to
speak openly with the disciples about the crucifixion and resurrection.

I. Movement of Jesus and the Disciples

“departed”/“passed through Galilee”/*“while they abode in Galilee” — In our last event of Jesus, we saw that the
crowds and Religious Leaders had found Jesus again. Sometime before, Christ had sought seclusion away from
the multitudes and the ever-watchful eye of the religious authorities, and had left Galilee to the north, toward
the areas of Tyre and Sidon. But we found you can’t hide the “light of the world,” and soon the crowds were
gathered once again. So, Jesus and His followers moved again and went into the Decapolis area, but it didn’t
take long for news to spread that Jesus, the prophet of Israel, had come into their area, and with it, the people
returned. In our most recent lessons, Jesus had been in the greater parts of Caesarea Philippi near Mount
Hermon. This was generally a pagan territory associated with godless temples and foreign influences. But it was
here that Christ could teach and minister privately with His disciples. However, it was once again found that
you cannot hide the Light of the World. When Jesus, Peter, James, and John returned after the Transfiguration to
the rest of His followers, the “great multitudes” had regathered. It was then that Jesus did the great miracle of
casting out the terrifying demon from the boy with just His word, something the disciples could not do. As the
people observed it all, they wondered at His great power (Luke 9:43)! As we can see, it had been proven that
seclusion and privacy were not attainable for long when you were with the Light of the World! It was at this
point that Jesus and His disciples returned to Galilee, for the last time before His death. They will first spend
time in Capernaum, where Jesus had made His home base during His ministry.

“he would not that any man should know it. For he taught his disciples” — We see here that even in His
movement, Jesus was very careful not to be detected; at this time, the center of Jesus’ focus was teaching the
disciples. The wording hints that Jesus’ band may have broken up and returned to Capernaum using different



routes. Again, Jesus desired to teach the disciples; the Greek tense “taught” is a continual action. He was
consistently teaching them, and He sought the privacy to do it! Jesus had a lesson they had to hear over and
over, but unfortunately, they would never understand or grasp it!

I1. Repeated Lesson on Upcoming Death and Resurrection

“Let these sayings sink down into your ears” — What a great cliché! Ever want to tag this on something you
might say? to your coworkers? your classroom? to your kids!? your teens? your husband? “Now listen, let this
sink down in your ears!” I know I have! And this is exactly what Jesus said to His disciples! Let’s think back to
9th_grade English class. Tell me the subject of this phrase? “Let these sayings sink down into your ears.” It is an
understood “you.” “(You) let these sayings sink down into your ears.” In Greek, this understood “you” is very
strong; it’s emphatic! It is stronger than just hearing this statement, but adds the thought of letting this statement
change you! Hear, understand, and act accordingly — change!! Wow!

And what was the statement that they were to grasp, let it sink in, and then let it change them.....

“The Son of man is delivered/betrayed into the hands of men, and they shall kill him” — But you see, they really
didn’t want to grasp or accept this statement. In their thinking, it was, well, unthinkable! Jesus had told of His
upcoming death before, but this time He added more information, first, the betrayal. Jesus is teaching that he
would be handed over to die from someone they knew. It would be an inside job! This would be alarming! Not
that only that He would be killed, but he would be delivered to the killers by someone He knew! WOW! But
secondly, notice the verb tense, “is delivered.” This is in agreement with the Greek; Matthew and Luke both
have “shall be delivered,” meaning “is about to be betrayed.” These tenses suggest a very tight and imminent
time frame for all of this to happen. And this is another new detail that He wanted them to understand, to allow
it to sink in, and to change them! It was near! Thirdly, Luke 9:43 and 44 are closely related, one feeds off the
other. We read of the multitude, amazed at the mighty power of God, and wondered at the things which Jesus
did. The crowds were enamored with Jesus’ power! But Jesus is telling the disciples that it will be men, just like
these people who are right now amazed at His power, who will be the ones He would be delivered to. It is
interesting to note what is missing in Luke’s account of this recurring lesson — the death and resurrection are
missing from this event in the book of Luke. Jesus is definitely highlighting the betrayal and this now adoring
crowd who will become part of His suffering! This was a new and terrible development in Jesus’ recurring
lesson. Not only must He go to Jerusalem, must be killed, and must rise again the third day, but now He is
making it very clear that He was going to be betrayed; be delivered by someone into the hands of the now
adoring crowds. They must let all this soak into their ears. And how true that became as the people shouted,
'Crucify Him! Crucify Him! The adoring crowds will change and become part of the hateful killers. Wow!

“he shall rise the third day” — Remember, every time Jesus spoke of His death, He always added the truth of His
resurrection! It was the climax of His ministry, and He won power over death!

I11. Disciples' Reaction

“understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they perceived it not” — The tense of the Greek word
“understood” indicates that they lived in a continual state of not understanding. This lack of understanding
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would plague them until they saw Jesus raised from the dead, until He showed them His nail-pierced hands and
feet. Luke 18:34

“exceeding sorry” — Their loving hearts were only filled with sorrow. They seem to sense the serious nature of
Jesus’ words, because we find the phrase could also be translated as “filled with grief,” “deeply grieved,” or
“grieved exceedingly.” This emotion certainly points to the love they had for their Master. The disciples, and not
even Peter, fought Jesus on this as they did the first time, but they still didn’t like it even as He repeated it.
Please realize, Jesus did tell them the wonderful news that He would rise again. He would always add it. But
again, they would not hear, understand, or perceive it. They would always get stuck on death, and additionally,
Jesus now spoke of betrayal and killing crowds! All of this brought great grief and great questions. What of us
disciples? What about our kingdom? What of our positions, hopes, and dreams!? We know these thoughts were
on their minds, for they would soon be debating who would be the greatest in the kingdom! They wondered
how all of this worked together; they were so sad and so confused.

Yet they were.......

“afraid to ask” — Yes, they didn’t understand Jesus’ words, yes, it was hidden from them, and yes, they didn’t
perceive the significance of it, but they were afraid to ask. They were confused, and sorrow was the result!
Their fear overpowered their faith in the person of Christ. I also want to point out that the disciples drew
enough insight from Jesus’ demeanor and seriousness that they really didn’t want to know anything more!
They didn’t want it in their ears or their head, because they didn’t want to know the truth; they would rather live
in sorrow and confusion than in truth and knowledge! They were content to continue to live in darkness. Please
realize that they were unwilling to hear and understand, so Jesus let the truth remain hidden.

Believers’ Application:

Fear is the default of people, followers of Jesus, and those who are not. They know some truth of God and His
plan for the salvation of their soul or His wonderful will for their life, yet fears cause them sorrow and a refusal
to pursue it! Lies of the Devil can include a great fear when it comes to

e rejecting one's religious past (teachings or church doctrines — disciples, Nicodemus, Paul),

e fear of the reaction of family or peers (early Jewish believers) Prov. 29:25

e fear of leaving behind the cultural norms that come from every side (following Jesus is a call to deny

ourselves, but the gain is so great!),

e or even fear of setting aside a self-decided perfect will for one’s life!

The truth is, many people choose to live in darkness rather than in light, or uncertainty rather than knowledge!

I want to speak to both groups briefly:

First, to those who are not sure of their home in heaven with God. You may be participating in a Bible study
about Jesus, but you are uncertain whether you truly know Him as your Savior. Often, it is simply fear that
blocks us from moving forward in faith. We often find this in our study of Jesus. When Peter went from
walking on the water to sinking, it was fear of the big waves and wild winds around that shifted his sight from
Jesus! You may fear what people may think or how they may react. You might fear how life may change. These
are lies of the devil that he has used on mankind since the beginning! And fearful people is first in the list of
what will keep people from enjoying an eternity with God in heaven, and instead they will be in hell. I'd like to



read a few verses describing the end of the world. Of course, it is found in the book of Revelation. These are the
words of God, but we also feel the emotion of joy because all of sorrow, war, and pain is over. But don’t miss
the shocking contrast of the last verse. Let’s read Revelation 21:1-8. Please, don’t be part of the fearful! Come
to Christ, repent of your sin, and trust Him for your eternal home. There is nothing you have done in the past or
will do in the future that can get you to heaven. You can’t please God without faith in His Son; that was God’s
plan! Follow Him!

Secondly, I would like to address those who are fearful of following the will of God. I want to make clear that
most often we are not speaking of the will of God found in the individual pathway God has for each of us. Most
often, we are fearful of obeying the revealed will of God, as found in Scripture, for all His people.
1. Being a student and lover of His word
Being a faithful, verbal witness of the Gospel
Being a person of prayer
Being a lover of the brethern
Being a supportive participant in a church, a body of believers
Being a gracious giver of our time and resources
Being quick to confess sin; including bitterness and pride
. Being obedient to our roles as daughters, sisters, wives, mothers, or grandmothers
Don’t kid yourselves. Fear in these areas can lead to rebellious disobedience! This must be recognized and
repented of!
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But here is a wonderful truth: as we prioritize these revealed areas of God’s will in our lives, our faithful God
will lead us down the individual pathway He desires for us. We will know His direction for our lives! This is a
truth and principle of God found throughout the Scripture. Deut. 28:9; Ps. 25:5-7; Prov. 3:5-6; 16:3;

John 14:23; 1 Peter 1:8

Today, I want to finish by giving you a glimpse at the rest of the disciples' story as they came to understand
Jesus’ death and resurrection! Eventually, Jesus will give them complete lessons just before ascending into
heaven. It is then that He opened their understanding! Their fear and faithlessness became sight, and Jesus

taught them the whole plan of God as found in the Old Testament! Luke 24:36-48



