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Miracle of the Temple Tax
Matthew 17:24-27

This miracle appears only in Matthew and is very different from the others that are recorded in the Gospels.
Here are some of the facts that make this miracle unusual.

1. Only miracle performed for a need of

2. Only miracle that was involved.

3. Only miracle using one

4. Another miracle performed for

I. The Controversy

“And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to ,
and said, Doth not your master pay tribute? > He saith, Yes.” Matthew 17:24-25a

“when they were come to Capernaum” —

“Doth not your master pay tribute money?” —

I1. The Illustration

“...And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented (Lit. ) him, saying, What
thinkest thou, ? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own
children (Lit. - ), or of strangers (Lit. - )? 26 Peter saith unto him,

Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free.” Matthew 17:24-26



Questions —

“What thinkest thou, Simon?” —

“Of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute, of their own children or of strangers? -

Answer —

I1I. The Applications and Solution

“Notwithstanding, lest we should them, go thou to the sea, and cast an R
and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of
money (Lit - ): that take, and give unto them for me and thee.” Matthew 17:27

Application One: The truth is that Peter, along with any committed follower of Jesus who believed He was their
Messiah, would be counted as children of the King and need not pay the tax.

Application Two: The principle of non-offense.

Application Three: When we are willing to do something out of a desire not to offend others, though we are not
obliged in the sight of God, God will bless.



Believers’ Application:

Over the centuries, caused by a causal reading or studying of this passage, many have been confused by the
seemingly trivial nature of this miracle. They see it not falling under the same category as other miracles. Yet in
JW Shepard’s book, “The Christ of the Gospels,” he said, “The narrative, however brief, furnishes a fine
example of the consummate wisdom of Jesus in dealing with the most commonplace problems of life, turning
them to account for the work of His kingdom. It is better to waive our rights and submit to the wrong than to
prejudice the cause in any way whatever.” Shepard p. 327

Let’s consider some of the Epistle writings that address the need for New Testament believers to be willing “to
waive our rights and submit to the wrong than to prejudice the cause” of Christ.

Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:12-17 — Issue: Obeying Governments and Authorities.

Romans 14:10-15:1 Issue: Judging one another based on practices and preceding with offensive acts.

1 Corinthians 8:4-13; 10:23-33 — Issue: Eating meat offered to idols.

Titus 3:1-8 — Issue: Maintain a good testimony in a wicked world.

Paul sums the principle of not offending others in Galatians 5:13, “For, brethren, ye have been called

unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.” We live carefully
not to offend for the love of others, both believers and unbelievers. That is often a sacrifice of our will,
submitting as a humble servant!

So here we find in the book of Matthew, about 5 months before His death and resurrection, Jesus is teaching and
demonstrating these important lessons:

1) We are the of the king, sons of God, and because of it, we have special privileges
and don’t live under obligations of religion.

2) We must not those who don’t understand and might stumble away from God's truth.

3) God will those obedient to this principle with grace and provision. Trust Him!




