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Jesus Teaches about Forgiveness
Matthew 18:15-35

We are studying Jesus' teaching session with His disciples after their return to Capernaum.
e They had asked Jesus about greatest within the kingdom, but He knew their hearts and dealt with their

desire for position, prestige, and power. He told them that was true greatest to God.
¢ During this time of instruction, John tells Jesus of a recent event involving a believer outside of their
group. This prompts Jesus to continue His teaching about the need for among all His

followers and how they all work together for the kingdom!

e The last topic recorded in this teaching session concerns the necessary attitude of forgiveness among
Christ’s followers. Jesus will explain that the foundation of our forgiving others is the great forgiveness
believers from God!

I. Jesus Teaches the Methods for Restoring Broken Relationships between Believers

A. Restoring 101 — Three Level Method

“Moreover, if thy shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and
him : if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy . 16 But if he will not
hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three every
word may be established. '’ And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the : but if

he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” Matthew 18:15-17

Method 1: Go Privately (v. 15) —

Method 2: Take Witnesses (v. 16) —



Method 3: Tell the Church (v. 17) —

“but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican” -

B. Purposes of the Church for Restoring Broken Relationships Between Believers

“Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever ye shall on earth shall be loosed in heaven. " Again, I say unto you, That if
two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall , it shall be done for
them of my Father which is in heaven. 2 For where two or three are together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:18-20

Purpose 1: Make Judgment (v. 18) —

Purpose 2: Prayer (v.19) —

Purpose 3: Fellowship (v. 20) —

IIL. Peter’s Question about the Quantity of Forgiveness

“Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft (Lit. ) shall my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? till seven times?” Matthew 18:21




Problems with Peter’s Question:

“Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.”
Matthew 18:21-22

Beauty of Jesus’ Answer:

I1I. Jesus’ Parable to Teach the Foundational Reason to Forgive

1. The Debtor — Boundless Grace

“Therefore, is the likened unto a certain king, which would take
account of his servants (Lit. ). 2And when he had begun to reckon, one
was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents (Lit. - ).

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and
all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying,

Lord, have patience with me, and I pay thee all. 2’ Then the lord of that servant was moved
with compassion, and loosed him, and him the debt.” Matthew 18:23-27




2. The Creditor — Unreasonable Cruelty

“But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellow servants, which owed him an hundred pence

(Lit. - ): and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay
me that thou owest. 2 And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have
patience with me, and I pay thee all. *’And he would not: but went and cast him into prison,

till he should pay the debt. 3! So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and
came and told unto their lord all that was done.” Matthew 18:28-31

3. The Prisoner — Fate of Unforgiveness

“Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou servant, I forgave
thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 33 Shouldest not thou have had compassion on
thy fellow servant, even as I had pity on thee? 3*And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the
tormentors (GKk - ), till he should pay all that was due unto him.” Matthew 18:32-34

Views on “tormentors” — “And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors (Gk - ),
till he should pay all that was due unto him.”

View #1 — Hell

View #2 — Torturers

4. The Parable’s Application

“So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your forgive not
everyone his brother their trespasses.” Matthew 18:35



Believers’ Application:

1 God’s great Forgiveness
1) We owe a massive debt to the holy, righteous God because of our sin! Colossians 2:13-14

2) We have no ability to ever pay this debt — it is too large! Romans 6:23

3) God has great mercy and patience to withhold deserved judgment! 2 Peter 3:9

4) God graciously provided the immeasurable great gift of salvation. Hebrews 2:3

5) We should exercise such mercy to others. Matthew 18:33
*God’s mercy should have a profound effect on us!
*To live in perpetual unforgiveness and bitterness may be a sign of no true conversion in one’s life.

3. Why forgive our brothers and sisters in Christ?

1) Forgiveness is God’s and should be ours as His followers. Ephesians 4:32

2) Love, unity, and peace are all God-given to the world that we are His followers. John 13:34-35

3) Churches are to do God’s gospel work. This is hindered when the of unforgiveness is present.
Ephesians 3:14-4:3



