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Woman Taken in Adultery
John 8:1-11

After the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus retreated to the Mount of Olives, but early the next morning, He returned
to continue teaching the people in the Temple. The Pharisees and scribes were also ready to _continue their
challenges to Jesus concerning His person and message. In all of this, Jesus continues to show Himself as the
Son of God and His purpose. It is in this setting that Jesus will give the discourse ‘I am the Light of the
World.” Many people were confused and unsure about Jesus, but enough believed that Jesus was the Messiah,
and that was very concerning to the Religionists to the point that they desired to take and kill Him. Moving
forward in John 8, we will find the Jews continuing their debate and slander of Jesus, and Christ giving them
wonderful, straightforward truths. It begins with the woman taken in adultery.

Textual Debate of this Passage: I would be amiss not to mention the textual debate that surrounds this passage.
Almost without exception, every commentary and study book I read stated that this event of Jesus is 1) not
found in the oldest Greek manuscripts, is 2) likely not written by John the Apostle, and is 3) often placed in
other places within the gospel record. However, as I reviewed this information, sometimes pages of it, the
conclusion was always the same.

1. This is an actual event of Jesus.

2. This seems to be in the logical flow of events here in John 8.

3. This shows to be accurate in doctrine in every way.
All of my study materials, even my most wordy, ultimately concluded that this event was absolutely worthy of
being part of the Gospel record. So, with that, let’s glean from it another wonderful view of Jesus!

I. The Challenge — Law Keeper or Law Breaker

“Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2And _early in the morning he came again into the temple, and
_all_the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. *And the scribes and Pharisees
brought unto him a woman taken (Lit. - caught ) in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst
(Lit. - _middle of the crowd ), 4 They say unto him, Master , this woman was taken in adultery, in the
very act. SNow Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be _stoned : but what sayest thou?”
John 8:1-5

“he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them” — After
the private meeting of Pharisees and chief priests where Nicodemus challenged his peers to investigate Jesus,
we are told in John 7:53, “And every man went unto his own house.” While they retreat to their homes, John 8:1
tells us where Jesus went, to the Mount of Olives. Keep in mind, this was a continued thought; originally, there
were no chapter and verse markings. The Jews went to their homes, and Jesus used this area of vineyards and
olive groves as His camping ground while in Jerusalem. Just think of it, all these listeners, crowds, those
affected by healings by this time, yet no one asked Jesus to come and stay with them. But remember, unlike
foxes and birds, He never had a place to call home.

Then, early in the morning, Jesus returned to the temple to teach, and all the people came to hear Him again.
Amidst all this controversy and struggle, Jesus continued to preach to those who would listen! It’s also
wonderful to realize that some had come to the temple early that morning. They weren’t in the markets picking
up their last supplies before heading home from the Feast of Tabernacles; they weren’t catching a few more



minutes of sleep before their long return trip to their places; they weren’t visiting and saying their goodbyes to
friends or relatives who lived in Jerusalem before departing. They had gotten up early and returned to the
temple, perhaps to pray, offer one more sacrifice, or to hear a Scripture reading or teaching. These people had a
heart for God, and God rewarded them with the opportunity to sit at the feet of His Son. Wow! It made me
consider where I would have been that morning. What would have been my priority?

“scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst” —
And here is a dramatic scene. We can only imagine the beautiful words of life that Jesus was teaching there in
the Temple, and how the people must have hung on every word, but suddenly it is interrupted by a very ugly,
crude, and rude disturbance. A group of known teachers of the law and proud religious law-keepers arrived,
leading a woman who was obviously unprepared both in appearance and attitude to stand in the temple.
However, it is worth noting that the Religionist pushed into the crowd of listeners and deposited this woman
right in the middle. And there she stood amidst the pious Jews, the shocked listeners, and Jesus.

“Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such
should be stoned: but what sayest thou?” —
There is much here that seems suspicious, was this a setup?!
e Catching someone “in the very act of adultery” seems odd — was this a setup?
e For this group of Religious leaders to have grabbed her and decided to take her to Jesus, knowing He
was in the temple, looks pretty odd — was this a setup?
e The fact that the Religious Leaders didn’t bring the man adds to the oddity of this action — was this a
setup?
e Looking at the respectable term “Master” (literally Teacher) used to refer to Jesus seems odd, especially
when the days before they called Him a deceiver and blasphemer — was this a setup?
e These Jews now looking for law advice from Jesus, when the day before they had adamantly called out
as unlearned, seems odd too — was this a setup?
e Knowing these Jews had wanted to take Jesus and kill Him, it seems odd they are now asking for
stoning advice for another — was this a setup?
e By this time in Jewish history, stoning for adultery was rarely carried out. Adultery was still seen as
breaking the law, but not punished to the full extent of the law — was this a setup?

Let’s take a quick look at Moses' law cited by the Jews. Exodus 20:14 (the 7" commandment) “Thou shalt not
commit adultery.” Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22 We find it clearly stated that both the man and woman
were to die. Why? “so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.” (Deut. 22:22)

I1. The Objective — A Trap is Set During the feast days, the Religious Leaders had tried to take Jesus, and now

they try to trick Him!

“This they said, tempting (Lit. - _testing, desiring to trap, trying, proving ) him, that they might have to
accuse_ him.” John 8:6

The Religious Leaders desired to put Jesus in a dilemma. To get Him to say something that would contradict the

law, contradict His former teachings, or contradict His former actions. They were not about the law or

judgment, but this was clearly a trick, a setup! And John tells us it was! Let’s examine these three areas where

they hoped Jesus might show weakness.




1. Jesus and the law of Moses — Jesus had not come to destroy the law of Moses, but He said in the Sermon
on the Mount, “but to fulfill” it. (Matt. 5:17) He was not in contradiction of the law but the answer to it!
That day in the temple, the Religious Leaders hoped to catch Jesus contradicting the law of Moses. The
law would actually lead the people to Him as their perfect sacrifice, unlike those of the temple! Hebrews
10:1-14; (v. 1, 4, 12)

2. Jesus and His former teachings — Jesus never excused sin or overlooked it. We know where Jesus stood
on adultery. In the Sermon on the Mount, we read, ““...whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her
hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.” (Matt. 5:28) Adultery was a sin not only of the
body but also of the heart long before the body! In Jesus’ teaching, He actually strengthened the law!
That day in the temple, the Religious Leaders hoped to catch Jesus contradicting His former teachings.

3. Jesus and His former actions — Jesus was a friend of sinners, and this really bothered the Jews. After
calling Matthew to follow Him the scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus’ disciples, “How is it that he
eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?”” And when Jesus heard this said, “They that are whole
have no need to the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.” Mark 2:16-17 That day in the temple, the Religious Leaders, in front of a crowd, hoped to
catch Jesus contradicting his former actions.

The Jews desired to catch Jesus contradicting the law of Moses, His former teachings against adultery, or His
usual attitude of being a friend of sinners. We can be sure that silence and anticipation filled the air. Everyone
who heard this challenge would be very interested in how Jesus of Nazareth would answer.

II1. The Lesson — Jesus Teaches the Leaders

“But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as _though he heard them not. ’So
when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her. 3And again he stooped down, and _wrote on the ground. °And they
which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the _eldest ,
even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst .” John 8:7-9

“Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.” — I love it! Jesus
ignores them. Sometimes the best thing to do with stupid is ignore it! Good life lesson! But of course, He knew
their hearts, their desire to trick Him, their despicable use of the woman, and their sin. So, He said nothing but
did the strangest thing; He started writing in the sand of the temple courtyard floor. The only time that it is
recorded that Jesus wrote. The Religious Leaders got angry; they certainly weren’t used to being ignored in
such a manner. Verse 7 tells us that they continued asking over and over again, badgering Him. They wanted a
response; they had set this situation up to get ammunition against Him! They would not go away! It really is
useless to speculate what was written; it wasn’t important enough to be added to the text, so let’s concentrate on
Jesus’ words!

“He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.” — The Greek word used for “without sin” is
just one word, used only here in the New Testament. It means, “freedom from sin in nature as well as in
experience.” Other English translations say it this way: “He that is without 'any sin,' ‘who has never sinned,’ is
'sinless, ' is 'guiltless," let him first cast a stone at her.” So, in reality, “without sin” is truly only applicable to
God, who is holy and sinless. The only condition Jesus gave to these men to stone this woman for her adultery
was their sinlessness. After Jesus spoke, we are told that He went back to the work of writing in the sand at His
feet.



“they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest,
even unto the last” — Jesus had shifted the attention from Himself and the woman’s guilt to her group of
accusers and their sin! And then began the parade of shame as one by one, beginning with the oldest among
them, quietly, embarrassed, slipped away. But don’t miss what happened in their hearts; the scriptures tell us
they were “convicted by their own conscience.” I had begun to wonder if these Religious Leaders had a
conscience! But first was the eldest, I like to think, the wisest, definitely the leaders of their culture, who
admitted they were sinners. They had the sense to realize they had lost that battle by being exposed to their own
unrighteousness. They were unfit to carry out the sentence against this woman. It’s just too bad they left instead
of kneeling! Conviction and defeat should have brought them to Jesus, not caused them to leave. He could have
forgiven their sin, spoken comfort, and given peace and the power to do right. Instead, they chose to leave.

“Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst” — No one cared about this woman; she had been
used, the object of curiosity and condemnation, and now she stood in the middle of the crowd with Jesus still
writing in the sand. Please realize, she could have run away. As the last of her accusers left, she could have gone
the opposite direction, back to her life, back to her sin. But we find her “standing,” the curious crowd around
her, and Jesus at her feet!

IV. The Compassion — Jesus Forgives

“When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw_none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman , (the term
“Woman” is not disrespectful. In the Greek it is more like ‘madam.” We find Jesus using this with others
including His mother.) where are those thine accusers? hath no man _condemned thee? "She said, No
man, Lord . And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn_ thee: go, and sin no more.” John 8:10-11

“Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?”” — When Jesus looked up and stood,
He asked two questions, seemingly back to back, “Woman, where are your accusers? Hath any man condemned
you?” The answers were obvious; the Wycliftf Commentary put it this way: “only two remained, the sinner and
the Friend of Sinners.” p. 1090

“No man, Lord” — And now we hear the woman speak for the first time. As I looked at the word “Lord,” it
seems to be a respectful term, more like “Sir.” About half of the English translations use the word “Sir.” But that
is ok, whether “sir” or “Lord,” Jesus knew her heart. Here she answered Jesus’ question; no one stood by and
condemned her!

“Neither do I condemn thee” — Jesus was the only One who could have thrown a stone at her, for He was
sinless. And yet Jesus responded, “Neither do I condemn thee.” Now, don’t misunderstand; Jesus was not
letting this woman off the hook for her obvious guilt, or was He contradicting the law. But He did know her
heart! She had not fled, made no excuses, and did not display a haughty, victim-like attitude — her actions all
pointed to genuine humility and repentance. So, He didn’t condemn; He forgave! Wow! This statement is very
similar to what He said to the man let down through the roof in Matthew 9:6, “But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins,...Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.” Jesus had
the power to forgive sins! The law couldn’t forgive sin; only Jesus could. The law could never forgive sins!
“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge
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of sin.” Romans 3:20. Later in Romans 8:1 we are told, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” And here this woman received no
condemnation from Jesus, but instead forgiveness! Jesus placed Himself between her and the law.

“g0, and sin no more” — Perfect balance — forgiveness and warning - Jesus didn’t condemn but He didn’t
condone or ignore it! “I don’t condemn you, but go now, and leave your life of sin behind!” Again, Jesus had
said something very similar to the man healed by the pool of Bethesda in John 5:14. “Behold, thou art made
whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.” When we are forgiven, we are called to the same thing -
go and sin no more!

Believers’ Application:

Thoughts to ponder from this event of Jesus:

1. There should be no stone-throwing business for any of us. We are all _sinners ! The reality that we are
all sinners should slow us down when we want to throw stones or pass judgment. Here, Jesus desired all
to face themselves and come to repentance — the woman and the Religious Leaders. Rom. 12:3; James
5:19-20, Gal. 6:1-3

2. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addressed the sin of adultery and actually raised the bar from the
Mosaic Law. Let’s read Matthew 5:27-28 and remind ourselves of this. God has always been more
interested in the heart than in outward actions.

“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the Lord pondereth the hearts.” Prov. 21:2

“I the Lord search the heart, try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according
to the fruit of his doings.” Jer. 17:10
“...for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou
seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off forever.” 1 Chron. 28:9

3. Conviction of conscience does not guarantee repentance and turning to Christ! Here, we see this in the
Religious Leaders who brought the woman to Jesus. But, we also see this principle in others of the
Scripture. The most striking example is the disciple Judas, after he betrayed Jesus. In Matthew 27:3-5,
we are told that Judas “repented himself,” and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and
elders and said, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.” But the word “repented” is
also translated — gripped with remorse; full of remorse; seized with remorse; very sorry, changed his
mind. Ladies, this is not repentance — this is all about the dread of consequences, a feeling of guilt, but
not repentance toward God. When one truly repents of their sin, they come to Jesus!

4. Wicked outcast women can still be saved and changed! We find Jesus interacting with “sinful” women
three times during His ministry. Woman at the well — John 4; Woman who washed Jesus' feet with tears
— Luke 7; and here. As He always did, He knew their hearts and dealt with them in a tender and
compassionate way, not judgmental or harsh. What a comforting thought! When we come to Jesus with a



humble, repentant heart, He receives us so lovingly! But remember, “For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” John 3:17

You might think that “wicked” and “outcast” might seem kinda strong, but that’s all of us before we
came to Jesus. Including me at 8 years old! We are all sinners before God. “There is none righteous, no,
not one. There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of
the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no not one.” Rom. 3:10-
12 Wow — sounds pretty wicked to me! But God can change us by saving us from our sin! Paul said it
this way in 1 Tim. 1:15, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners;...” So, have you recognized your sinfulness and come before Jesus and
accepted His death on the cross to take your sins making you worthy to stand cleansed before Him. Let’s
finish by reading. 1 Peter 1:18-23



