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Light of the World Discourse & Debate — Part 1
John 8:12-30

The day after the Feast of the Tabernacles, Jesus continued in the temple, teaching and debating with the
Religious Leaders. He will continue to show Himself as the Son of God, come from God to do His will. It is
in this setting that Jesus will give the teaching, “I am the Light of the World.”

Jesus continues to provide illustrations about Himself that the people can relate to and understand. They would
teach them the character and work of Jesus. These word pictures were also Old Testament references to God and
their coming Messiah.

e In John 6, shortly after the Feeding of the 5000, Jesus had said, “I am the bread of life: he that cometh
to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” Jesus would satisfy their
spiritual hunger.

e John 7:37-38 Just the day before, Jesus had stood and cried out, “If any man thirst, let him come unto
me, and drink.” This time, water was the picture given to the people in the temple. Jesus would satisfy
their spiritual thirst.

e Now He will give another illustration that shows He was their Messiah!

I. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that _followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 1*The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest
record (Lit. - _witness, testimony ) of thyself; thy record (witness/testimony) is not true (Lit. - _valid ).”
John 8:12-13

First, notice the word “again.” Jesus is teaching again concerning Himself. What He had said before had gone
unbelieved and opposed, but here we have more of His teachings and self-descriptions, much of what He had
already said! But He is saying it “again.”

We will examine this phrase, aiming to understand what the Jewish listeners heard through their knowledge and
cultural context. We think differently from the 1st-century Jew. We have the completed Bible, which reveals the
full extent of God’s work of mercy through Jesus on the cross. But the Jews that day in the temple had minimal
knowledge. Let’s look at what they understood when Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World.”

“Light of the World” - The Temple Setting: This statement was made just after the Feast of Tabernacles had
concluded. The large torches and candelabras that lined the courtyards had burned brightly, and very likely were
still in place! They had reminded the people of God’s presence, leading, and protection during the wilderness
wanderings. Remember, they had no known destination for 40 years. God led them!

“Light of the World” — The Old Testament Setting: The Old Testament is full of references to God as Light!
Everyone in the temple that day knew and understood that Jesus was connecting Himself to these references!
Psalm 18:28; 27:1; 36:9; 84:11-12; Isaiah 2:5 Micah 7:8

“Light of the World” - The Messiah’s Setting: Not only is the Old Testament full of references to God as Light,
but it also states that their Messiah would bring Light to them! Isaiah 9:2 (vv. 6-7) Matthew will use this
passage in his Gospel to point to Jesus as the Messiah (Matthew 4:12-17); 60:1-3; Malachi 4:2.



Before moving on, I would like to highlight one more important truth. Jesus is the Light of the World, not just
the Jews! Wow! What a wonderful truth to take in. The Jews were looking for their Messiah, but God was
sending the Messiah to the world; Jesus was the Light to the world! John the Apostle will begin his Gospel by
connecting Jesus, their Messiah, to this wonderful light. John 1:9-12

When Jesus said that He was the Light of the World, He was declaring He was the Messiah, God! But then He
declares this promise,

“he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” — The main thought here is “he
that followeth!” I don’t like the dark; many of you probably know that. My husband rolls his eyes as I enter
unoccupied rooms, turn on the lamps, and plug in my nightlights. Last week, my daughter spent a few days at
our cabin in northern Wisconsin. She thoroughly enjoyed the solitude, taking a couple of late-fall walks in the
woods and going on kayak rides on the lake. One of her favorite cabin activities is relaxing in the sauna. She
said they were great, all six of them, but the late-night walks back to the cabin were scary. Suddenly, the stories
of wolf packs and the big roaming bears in our area became very vivid. She told us she had her trusty flashlight
and walked very quickly! You know that is the appropriate thing to do with light! One should never walk in
darkness! Bad things can happen — not just with wolves or bears, or falling or tripping, but in the spiritual realm,
without the Light of the World, one walks in sin, away from God, with wrong thinking. For comfort, peace, and
direction, Jesus must be followed, and then man will find two results: not be in the spiritual darkness of sin, but
instead have the wonderful promise of life, a light that produces life! Psalm 36:9 tells us, “for with you is the
fountain of life; in your light we see light.” Jesus must be followed! Following isn’t just about looking at or
studying, talking about, or even being amazed by; it is about believing in and trusting Him
wholeheartedly. There are no half-hearted followers when it comes to Jesus! By this time in His ministry,
Jesus had already said, “...he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that
findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” Matthew 10:38-39

“thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true”” — The word “record” in the King James Version means
witness or testimony. It is used seven times and is a keyword in this passage. In Jewish law, there was always a
need for two or more witnesses to validate truth or judgment. (Num. 35:30; Deut. 17:6; 19:15 — “One witness
shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two
witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.”) Jesus claimed to be the Messiah,
people believed, and His following was growing. The religious leaders had to challenge and discredit Him to
maintain control, and they used the idea of witnesses to His statement. However, Jesus had already refuted this
argument in John 5:31-47. In short, Jesus had taught them that 1) John the Baptist had witness to who He was
v. 32-33 2) the miracles and works He did was a witness to who He was v. 36 3) The power and authority God
had given Him was a testimony to who He was v. 37, and lastly, 4) that the Scriptures held the truth of who He
was Vv. 39. Jesus concluded with, “...had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.”
John 5 was about 18 months before, and now we see the argument of witness coming up again.

There was Jesus, the Light of the World, before them, and they argued against Him. I guess it is true, “Only
blind people can’t see light!” They were certainly blind! Then, Jesus will go on and give three reasons why His
testimony is valid and true. He shows the Pharisees that no human can know the things He does!



I1. Jesus’ Self-Testimony is True

“Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is _true : for I

know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. 1> Ye judge
(Lit. - _come to opinion ) after the flesh ;I judge no man. '°And yet if I judge, my judgment is _true :
for I am not _alone , but I and the Father that sent me. "It is also written in your law, that the testimony
of two men is _true . '8T am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness
of me. ”Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither _know me, nor my
Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also.” John 8:14-19

1)

2)

Jesus knew His origin and destiny v. 14-15

Please understand that Jesus was very aware of who He was, where He had come from, what His
purpose was, and where He was destined to return. He was moving on earth, doing the Father’s will,
totally aware of it all! No mortal man could know these things! He was God in the flesh! He “dwelt
among” them, and they “beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.” John 1:14 Religious Leaders could not know this; they were spiritually blind! Jesus had come
into the world, but the world knew him not! John 1:10

Jesus had a close union with the Father v. 16, 19
Jesus consistently said God was His Father. I love the statement in verse 16, “for I am not alone.” He
had a close relationship with His Father. In John 10:30, he will state, “I and my Father are one.”

One action they do together is to judge — that is, to reach the same conclusions or hold the same
opinions. Jesus does not do this alone. He said in verse 16, “I and the Father that sent me.” Other
translations put it this way, “I stand with my Father.” “I am with the Father.” “The Father who sent me is
with me.” Meaning they share judgment together. They are one; They have the same mind! Jesus
expressed the same thought in John 5:30, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my
judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” We
love to say, “My husband, friend, daughter, sister, we think alike!” But in reality, no one thinks like us,
we are independent thinkers! And sometimes, we don’t even know what we are thinking!! But God the
Father and God the Son are exact in thinking!! Their judgment is always true, but these Religious
Leaders judged, came to the same opinions and conclusions by human standards, verse 15 says, “after
the flesh.” They were incompetent judges of Him. They used man’s wisdom, outward appearance,
predetermined ideas, and prejudices to make judgments, and they concluded wrong judgments!!

And because of this......

3)

Jesus and the Father witness the same v. 17-18

The Father and the Son are one. 1 John 5:7, 9-12 The Religious Leaders didn’t know or believe in the
Father. Yes, they had a religion and a belief system, but they didn’t know the God of their Scriptures. It
will be later in this debate that Jesus will say, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father
ye will we do.” v. 44 It was God the Father who witnessed of Jesus, but the Religionist couldn’t
understand it, they had a different father!

“Where is thy Father?”” — This question is proof of their failure to perceive the true nature of Christ and was a
confession of their ignorance of His Father. J] Dwight Pentecost, in his book The Works and Words of Jesus




Christ, wrote, “Pharisaic tradition had not led them to a knowledge of the Father. Christ was the only One who
could introduce the Father to them!” Tragically, they never listened! They were religious, yet they were children
of the devil!

III. Jesus’ Hour had not Come

“These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for
his _hour was not yet come.” John 8:20 The hate against Jesus was building. Tempers flared, but no man
could take Him! Again, we see the supernatural restraint God had upon His enemies. As always, He had a chain
on the works of the Devil! Evil cannot hasten or slow God’s plan! What a comforting thought! But why all this
hate? Because...”’the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Cor. 2:14

IV. Religious Leaders’ Darkness

“Then said Jesus again (Lit. - _once more; continued ) unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and
shall _die_in your sins (Lit. - _singular - sin_): whither I go, ye cannot come. 2Then said the Jews, Will he
kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. 2And he said unto them, Ye are from
beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. >*1 said therefore unto you, that ye
shall _die in your sins: for if ye believe not that [ am_he, ye shall _die in your sins. ?*Then said they
unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the
beginning. 26T have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I speak to the

world those things which I have heard of him. ?” They understood not that he spake to them of the
Father.” John 8:21-27

Jesus again (once more) continues to give much of the same information about Himself that He had given
before. Let’s remind ourselves of Jesus’ previously given thoughts:

1) “I go my way, and ye shall seek me...whither I go, ye cannot come.” v. 21 — John 7:34, 35; 8:14

In John 7, the Jews theorized that Jesus was going to escape them and go to the Jews dispersed among the
Gentiles and teach the Gentiles. That statement was derogatory toward Jesus, but here they brought up the
possibility of suicide. This idea was an even greater insult. Suicide was an abhorrent thing to a Jew — life was
honored. I can’t believe they honestly thought Jesus would commit suicide, but it was another jab at His person
and character! In reality, some of them will be responsible for His death, as He gave His life as a ransom for
many! (Mark 10:45)

2) “I am from above”/“I am not of this world” v. 23 (Jesus was from God) John 3:13; 5:23-24; 6:41, 50-51, 57,
7:28-29; 8:18

3) “believe” v. 24 - — John 3:36; 6:29, 35, 40, 47, 7:38 85x we find “believe” in the book of John, the other three
Gospels combined 34x! This word is central to John as He highlights Jesus’ teaching and person.

4)“he that sent me is true” v. 26 — John 7:18, 28

5) “I speak...those things which I have heard of him.” v. 26 — 5:19-30; 7:18; 8:15-16



Jesus will also contrast His truth with three characteristics of the Jews that day.

1.

The Religious Leaders were Self-Righteous v. 21-22 The Jews’ spiritual preparation was not sufficient
for spiritual life with God. Their work was self-righteous based on the Law and their traditions. They
could not be Jesus’ disciples with this attitude and belief system. They could not go on to be with God.
They would die in their sin!

The Religious Leaders were Earthbound v. 23 Jesus makes the contrast between Himself and the
Religious Leaders very stark! They are from beneath, while He was from above; they were from the
world, and He was not! The Religious Leaders were part of the world's rebellion against God; Satan’s
opposition to God, His Son, and His people! They were in line with the world’s rejection of God and
opposed to God. Later, Jesus will say why; they had a different father! Paul experienced the same things
as he preached and recorded that “...the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

2 Cor. 4:4 Please realize it is the same today for all who willfully reject Jesus’ work on the cross; the god
of this world has blinded them!

The Religious Leaders were Unbelieving v. 24-27 Unbelief is a damning thing. Jesus said, “for if ye
believe not that I am he, he shall die in your sins.” This usage of “I am” may be an allusion, a hint to a
double meaning to God’s (Yahweh’s) self-identification as the “I Am”, either from Ex. 3:14 (the great “I
AM”) or Is. 40—55, where God repeatedly says, “l am he.” Jesus was openly telling them He was God,
full deity! This was a stunning statement, which brought about the question from the Jews, “Who art
thou?” (v. 25), and Jesus again reminded them that He had been telling them the same things from the
beginning! Who He was, where He had come from, what was His mission, who was His Father! And
next are very sad words from Jesus, “I have many things to say,” but Jesus couldn’t add them, because
they would continue to reject Him, adding more judgment upon their heads! They couldn’t even hear
from God because of their unbelief! Why all this rejection and unbelief? The Religious Leaders were of
the world, and not only refused to know spiritual things from heaven, but they could not! Paul explained
this phenomenon to the Corinthians this way, “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.” 1 Cor. 2:14 These Jewish Leaders could not examine and understand spiritual things; their
love for their system and rebellion against all things of Jesus blinded their eyes. They were in
complete darkness!

“ye shall die in your sins” — Throughout this exchange, Jesus revealed to them a stunning and frightening detail
that should have stopped those religionists in their tracks! Three times He said, “Ye shall die in your sins,”
over and over and over again He repeated it. They had to have heard it, had to have realized Jesus was talking
about them and spiritual death! Jesus said, “if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” Hebrews
10:26 tells us this, “For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,” They willfully lived in unbelief! The only way to spiritual life was to
believe that He was who He claimed to be, the Messiah! But that day, no repentance came from these Religious
Leaders; no one threw themselves before His feet and confessed Jesus was Lord! But a day was coming when
many would have to admit, Jesus was the Messiah! And He went on to tell them of that day!



V. Jesus’ Light

“Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up (Lit. - _crucifixion ) the Son of man, then shall ye
know_that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these
things. 2 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things

that please him.” John 8:28-29

Jesus, “again,” repeats many truths concerning Himself.

1) “I do nothing of myself”

2) “as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things”

3) His Father had sent Him. This was a fact that Jesus repeated over and over again.

4) His Father never left Him alone. What a comfort that was to Jesus as He ministered in this dark world. His
Father was with Him. No wonder He would enjoy time away from the busyness of ministry to pray and interact
with His Father! v. 16 But one day, on the cross, God will leave Him. When Jesus takes on the sin of the world,
then He will cry, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?”” (Matt. 27:46)

5) His Father was pleased with all He did. Jesus lived His life doing what His Father had sent Him to do. He
never lived a day or moment in regret. Have you ever sat down to relax, grabbed your phone and scrolled
Facebook, or sales on your favorite shopping app, only to realize you just lost way too much time?! Time you
will never get back!!! Jesus never wasted a single minute! He always did what pleased His Father! What an
example to us!

His main objective in coming to earth was to provide salvation to the world, and that happened at the cross...
After the Work of Jesus, then they will know: Jesus had come to deal with the sin problem of man, and that
would happen at the “lifting up.” Jesus did not shy away from using these words, though the listeners had no
idea of their significance! Nicodemus had heard this phrase (John 3:14). After Jesus died, what were some of
the proofs that He was the Messiah? The darkness, the tearing of the veil, the dead raised, testimony of the
soldiers at the tomb, boldness of the disciples, and 500+ saw Him after the resurrection

VI. Many Believed

“As he spake these words, many believed on him.” John 8:30

John gives us, the readers, this insight: “many believed in him.” How wonderful to know that some had hearts
to know the truth and accept Jesus’ words! They understood He was their Messiah! Later, after Jesus’ death,
burial, and resurrection, there will be many more who will turn to the truth. Acts 2:36-44; 4:1-4; 6:7
Believers’ Application:

“Salvation is a matter of life or death. People who live in their sins and reject the Savior must die in their sins.
There is no alternative. We either receive salvation by grace or experience condemnation under God’s law. We
either walk in the light and have eternal life or walk in the darkness and experience eternal death.”

Warren Wiersbe

Jesus came to fulfil the Light of salvation! Let’s close with a few more New Testament references to the Light
of Jesus. Jesus describes Paul’s ministry as giving light to Gentiles (Acts 26:16-18); Walk as children of light
(Ephesians 5:8-14); God is Light (1 John 1:5-7)



If you have the Light of the World as your Savior, are you displaying His light? Remember the words of Jesus
in the Sermon on the Mount, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do
men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.” Are you showing off the light of Jesus by your life? Now, look carefully, how do we show that
light? By “good works!” That means how one lives: in our relationships with others — the easy and hard
people, it’s how we react — in pressures and pleasures; it’s how we work — the things we enjoy and the hard or
tedious; it’s what we love — the world or things of God. How’s your light? Does your life display the Light of
Jesus?

But maybe, you don’t have Jesus as your Light? Have you been following something other than Him? If so, you
are in darkness. I would like to conclude with Jesus’ words to Mary in the garden found in John 20:17, “Touch
me not; for [ am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethern, and say unto them, I ascend unto my
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God,” Can you call God the Father, your Father? Can you call
the God of the universe your God? If you haven’t already, come to Jesus, confess your unworthiness and your
dependence on Him for eternity with God.



