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Vol. 6 #5  

Light of the World Discourse & Debate – Part 2 

John 8:31-59 
 

The day after the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus _continued_ to teach in the temple. He was _interrupted_ by the 

Pharisees and scribes who desired to trick Him by bringing a woman taken in adultery. But Jesus _continued_ to 

make clear the truths that were central to His person and mission! At every turn, the Religious Leaders were 

quick to question and try to discredit Him. These exchanges _climaxed_ with the startling statement, “Before 

Abraham was, I am.” Jesus was the Light of the World who would deliver from the bondage of _sin_, _Satan_, 

and _death_. 
 

Core Truths Jesus was Teaching: 
 

1. God was His _Father_.                                         6. God the Father had _sent_ Jesus to earth. 
 

2. One must _believe_ in Him.                                 7. Jesus spoke the _words_ of His Father. 
 

3. Jesus always _honored_ His Father.                     8. The Father was always _with_ Jesus.  
 

4. Jesus did the _will_ of His Father                        9. Jesus knew the _Father_. 
 

5. The Father _honored_ Jesus. 
 

Jesus has been speaking to a mixed audience. But actually, He always did. There were always His faithful 

followers: the twelve chosen disciples, and the other men and women who moved about with Him. Then those 

who were curious to hear Him would be there. Also, those who honestly came to hear and evaluate Jesus’ words 

would be in the crowd. But lastly, there were the unbelieving, hostile Religious leaders.  
 

I. Jesus can Deliver from the Bondage of _sin_ v. 31-38 
 

A. The Declaration 
  

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which _believed_ on him, If ye continue (Lit. - _abide; habitually abide in; 

remains; holds fast; consistently in it with the idea of obeying_) in my word, then are ye my disciples 

_indeed_; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:31-32 
 

“those Jews which believed on him” – Now, at this point in the discourse, we find a shift. Jesus had challenged 

the crowd and the Religious Leaders by telling them three times that without belief in Him, they would “die in 

their sins.” (v. 21, 24) He then finished with, “When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I 

am he…” These teachings and public debate with the Religionist led people to realize that Jesus may be their 

Messiah! They were coming to believe in Him, and Jesus would go on to explain the characteristics of a true 

disciple. As a matter of fact, the late pastor and author John MacArthur said this about John 8:31-36: “These 

verses are a pivotal passage in understanding genuine salvation and true discipleship.” p. 261 Isn’t it wonderful 

that some had the beginning of faith? And don’t miss the fact that Jesus would turn His attention to their need to 

understand what true faith in Him would look like! Remember, their religious culture was about performing a 

long list of religious laws and traditions, but this was not the characteristic of belief in Him!  

 

 

“disciples indeed” – I love this phrase, “disciples indeed.”  There is a contrast here between plain “disciples” 

and these “disciples indeed.” The word “indeed” is translated in other versions as “really” or “truly.” We need to 
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understand that Jesus is saying, there can be disciples, and then there can be real or true disciples. Wow, which 

one are you? We must be confident of the answer; our eternal destiny hangs in the balance. Now, a plain disciple 

would be a religious person; one who has filled their life with the culture of religious activities, religious 

teachings, religious work, and religious people. They may be and probably would be from a religious family. 

Being a disciple is very convenient for their lifestyle. Their schedule is very religious. I’m afraid they would 

have learned very well, perhaps with decades of practice, to protect the detection of no Holy Spirit power. But 

suddenly, when life got hard and started squeezing, their spiritual instability would come to the surface. Don’t 

forget, Jesus spoke of this type of pretend disciple in the Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew 7:21-23 

(read). They had done all these religious works in Jesus’ name yet in the judgment they heard, “I never knew 

you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” But a “disciple indeed” has Holy Spirit power and is made free! “  

 

 

If one knows the truth → One is made free This freedom is based on how one reacts to the words of Jesus! “If 

ye continue (remain, abide) in my word.”  It’s a reaction of accepting and obeying Jesus’ truths! This is a basic 

and consistent teaching of Jesus. (John 14:15, 21, 23-24; 15:10, 14;  1 John 2:3-6; 2 John 6 – Luke 6:46-49) 

Real disciples believe in Jesus (v. 30), they continue (remain, abide) in His word (v. 31), unlike the Jewish 

Leadership, and are made really and truly free (v. 32-36)!   

1) Free from the power of sin – instead, they are made pure  

2) Free from guilt – instead, they are made blameless 

3) Free from darkness – instead, they live in light and even shine as lights  

4) Free to follow Jesus – instead of following a practice of religion or morality  

5) Free to serve God! – instead of serving empty religious or moral works  

Before the truth, we were all in bondage! Rom. 6:6-7, 11-14, 16, 18-22; James 1:25-27; 1 Peter 4:1-2 

 

 

Jesus will go on and teach about this bondage of living in darkness just as prophesied concerning the Messiah in 

Isaiah 61:1,  “…to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.”  

B. The Condemnation 
 

“They answered him, We be _Abraham’s_ seed (descendants), and were never in bondage (enslaved) to any 

man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 34Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Whosoever committeth sin is the servant (Lit. - _slave_) of sin. 35And the servant abideth _not_ in the 

house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 36If the Son therefore shall make you _free_, ye shall be free 

indeed. 37I know that ye are _Abraham’s_ seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my _word_ hath no place in 

you.” John 8:33-37 
 

“We be Abraham’s seed” – Wow, they were not hearing these statements as spiritual but very physical and fired 

back with a prideful nationalistic response! But their answer was ridiculous. Of course, the Jewish people had 

been in bondage – Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Medo-Persia, Greece, Syria, the book of Judges is full of their 

enslavement by the Canaanite peoples, and at that time of Jesus, they were under the rule of Rome! This was a 

huge falsehood! Being a Jew and admitting that they were slaves was terrible. Bondage was always God’s 

punishment for their disobedience. But, Jesus was not speaking of physical bondage; instead, He was teaching 

about their spiritual slavery to sin! So, He bypasses their false statement and goes straight to the real issue! 

 

 

“Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” – This statement began with “Verily, verily, I say unto you.” 

“Truly, truly” is the meaning of “Verily, Verily.” Only John gives us this phrase of Jesus, and records it 25 times.   
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Also, notice Jesus’ authority – “I say unto you!” not like the prophets who gave the words of God, Jesus 

actually gave His words. Why? Because He was God! Wow! These Jews had a pretense of freedom, but it was 

false security based on their physical lineage – “We be Abraham’s seed.” But their real slavery was to sin. Not 

only were they going to die in their sins, but they were also living in them at that point! When one is a slave to 

sin, they cannot escape without a deliverer, a rescuer, and Jesus tells them that the deliverer is the Son - 

Himself!  He went on to explained, a servant/slave may be in the house and work in the house, but they have no 

lasting residence or inheritance in that house! Only the Son holds that position, and so therefore it is the Son 

who holds the power to deliver and free a slave!  

 

 

If the Son makes you free → One is made free indeed  Here is a wonderful promise! What an incredible act of 

grace! When the Son makes you free, you are “free indeed.” Now, let’s go back and remind ourselves what 

“indeed” means – really/truly! When Jesus makes you free, you are really, truly free! (Gal. 5:1) Free citizens of 

the Kingdom of God! Remember that the next time you feel powerless over sin, full of past guilt, and sitting in 

darkness. Instead, take your position of freedom, follow Jesus, and serve Him!!  

 

 

“ye seek of kill me, because my word hath no place in you” – Jesus admitted they were of Abraham’s 

descendants, but they certainly were not like Abraham. Jesus’ words of truth had no place in the Jewish 

leadership that day. The perfect teaching of Jesus: His wise words, parables, arguments, and debates did nothing 

to convince and break through their darkness! His words had no place in them; instead, they wanted to kill Him! 

They had no draw to Him, no interest, not impressed, they only wanted to silence Him by death! This was 

concrete evidence of their lack of being true sons of Abraham!   

 
 

II. Jesus can Deliver from the Bondage of _Satan_ v. 38-50 
 

“I speak that which I have seen with my _Father_: and ye do that which ye have seen with your _father_.  
39They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our _father_. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were 

Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 40But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath 

told you the truth, which I have _heard_ of God: this did not Abraham.” John 8:38-40 
 

A. The Declaration 
 

“my Father” (_God the Father_) vs “your father” (_Satan_) – Do your kids look like you or your husband, or 

are they a wonderful mix of both of you? It’s fun to see the similarities our children have to us or our side of the 

family. You might not have kids, but you know, too, that children will resemble, imitate, and naturally be like 

their parents. Now, ears have always been a big topic in the Steuerwald family – general ear size, how they 

protrude or lay back, whether chunks are missing, whether there are hanging earlobes, or lobes are connected.  

All these characteristics are talked about, and the family ear patrol carefully examines every new little one 

added to our family! This really does sound kind of ridiculous, but the truth is, we resemble our parents.  Here, 

Jesus contrasts His Father with the father of those who do not believe Him! Jesus did the deeds and spoke the 

words of His Father. (John 3:31-32; 5:19, 30) But the fact that they desire to kill Him sets them apart with a 

different father!  
 

 

Abraham’s children → _Works_ of Abraham We’ve all heard the old saying, “Like father, like son.” But 

Jesus is making plain in these statements that those who didn’t believe in Him and sought to kill Him were not 
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like their father Abraham because they didn’t act like Abraham of old. They might be children or descendants of 

Abraham, but they didn’t do his works of faith. Abraham was a man of faith in God and was obedient to God’s 

word – Let’s review: 

1) God called Abraham to leave Ur, and Abraham left all behind 

2) He became a nomad in a new, strange land 

3) He worshipped God 

4) Was willing to sacrifice Isaac, Abraham’s promised son 

5) He walked righteously before God 

You can learn more about Abraham by reading Genesis 11:29-25:11. But remember, Abraham wasn’t perfect, 

but his heart was full of faith in God.  As a matter of fact, Hebrews 11, known as the faith chapter of the Bible, 

says more about Abraham than any other person. Let’s read three of those verses, for these certainly can 

describe our walks of faith here on earth, too! Read Hebrews 11:8-10 

 

 

But then Jesus spells out who the true father of those unbelieving Jews was, and oh, how it stung!   

“Ye do the _deeds_ of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one 

Father, even God. 42Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would _love_ me: for I proceeded 

forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43Why do ye not understand (Gk – 

able to understand) my speech? even because ye _cannot_ (Lit. – it’s not their native tongue; their language) 

hear (Lit. – involves receiving, accepting, believing, following) my word. 44Ye are of your father the _devil_, 

and the _lust_ (Lit. – desires) of your father ye will do. He was a _murderer_ from the beginning, and 

abode (Lit. _not his language; not his native tongue_) not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a _liar_, and the father of it. 45And because I tell 

you the truth, ye believe me not.”  

John 8:41-45 
        

B. The Condemnation 
 

“my Father” (_God the Father_) vs “your father” (_Satan_) – Again, we are seeing great contrasts. Satan is the 

enemy of God in every way! He is the enemy of life, truth, light, happiness, contentment, order….They 

verbalized that God was their Father, but their rejection of Jesus proved otherwise! 1 John 4:2-6 

 

 

Satan’s children → _Works_ of Satan Let’s begin this section by reading 1 John 3:8-10. Again, we see the 

great contrasts between those of God and those of the Devil! Remember, the father is the one the children 

resemble and ultimately obey! But actually, at one time, we all walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air. We walked with Satan himself, the very same spirit that now 

worketh in those who do great evil against God! We all lived in the lusts and desires of the body and mind, and 

our very nature and characteristics were those of the devil’s children – because that was who we were! But 

remember, it was God who was rich in mercy because of His great love for us, even when we were spiritually 

dead, He made us alive together with Christ, ladies, it’s by grace we are saved!  Eph. 2:2-5 How about you? 

Have you been made alive in Christ!? 

 

 

“We be not born of fornication” – The unbelievers in the crowd got it; Jesus was linking their lineage with the 

Devil, and they fired back with an insult. Perhaps they were questioning Jesus' lineage and His mother’s 

pregnancy before marriage, “We have one Father, even God.” Yet, they didn’t resemble God at all. Jesus plainly 
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told them that if God were their father, they would love Him and understand His words because He came from 

God! But they didn’t do either; instead, they couldn’t even hear His words and wanted to kill Him! They were 

of their father the devil, and Jesus went on to give Satan’s characteristics, the very characteristics they were 

resembling! Wow! 

 

 

Satan’s Characteristics: 
 

“He was a murderer from the beginning” – And that was what the Jewish Leadership wanted to do to Jesus 

– murder Him! This is the typical characteristic of Satan’s sons – they hate, despise, hurt, scheme, scorn, and 

all of that can easily turn to terrible violence and murder! 1 John 4:7-8; Eph. 5:1-2  

 

 

But Jesus also added that they… 

“abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him” – The Religious Leaders couldn’t hear or obey the 

truth because they didn’t abide or continue in truth. Instead, they were liars, deceivers, and haters, just like 

their father, the devil! Do you realize every single temptation to do wrong is a lie!? “no one see me.” “it really 

won’t hurt me.” “my mom and dad just don’t understand.” “I’ll just do it one time.” But God's children love to 

know the truth so they can please their Father in obedience!  But not the Devil’s children!  

 

 

“And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not” – The Religious Leaders couldn’t hear His words of 

truth and believe Him. They didn’t resemble God at all. Jesus plainly told them that if God were their father, 

they would love Him and understand His words because He came from God! Rom. 2:28-29; Gal. 3:6-7 They 

only wanted His blood! But their hostility and unbelief didn’t deter Jesus; He continued to give them the truth!  

 

 

“Which of you convinceth (Lit. - _convicts; finds fault_) me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not 

believe me? 47 He that is _of_ God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not 

_of_ God. 48Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and 

hast a devil? 49Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honor my Father, and ye do dishonor me. 50And I 

seek not mine own glory: there is one (Lit. - _God the Father_) that seeketh and judgeth.” John 8:46-50 
 

C. The Challenge 
 

Jesus’ Questions: 
 

“Which of you convinceth me of sin? – Whether Jesus was a sinner was debated by His enemies, and they will 

continue to try to find fault with Him right through His trial, but no one ever was able to find any sin in Him! 

Yet they would not believe Him or even consider Him!  

 

 

“Why do ye not believe me?” – Those who were challenging Jesus were not born of God. They didn’t believe 

Him and they certainly didn’t love Him. But that is the characteristic of all unbelievers. John 16:27; 17:3, 8-10; 

1 John 5:1-5 
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The only comeback to Jesus’ challenge to find fault in Him was insults….. 

Religious Leaders’ Questions: 
 

“thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?” – At this point, the frustrated, unbelieving Jews resort to calling Jesus 

derogatory names!  All this proof, all this truth, and they call Him names! Now, saying that Jesus had a demon 

was not a new claim. Those who hated Him had used this several times before. Jesus did not acknowledge being 

called a Samaritan, but immediately dealt with the comment about having a demon.   

 

 

Jesus’ Reply: 
 

I have no devil → Honor my Father → Religious Leaders Dishonor Me Jesus reminded again that He always 

pleased and honored His Father, yet with comments like this, they dishonor Him!  

 

 

“I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth” – Here we find Jesus making it clear that He 

did not have to defend Himself; God will vindicate Him as true! God would look after Jesus’ honor and judge 

righteously those who dishonored Him.  

 

 

But we find Jesus just continues to teach and challenge all listening to Him that day in the temple – His faithful 

followers, those considering that He was the Messiah, and even the unbelievers that….. 

III.  Jesus can Deliver from the Bondage of _death_ v. 51-59 
 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see _death_. 52Then said the Jews 

unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is _dead_, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If 

a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of _death_. 53Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which 

is _dead_? and the prophets are _dead_: whom makest thou thyself?” John 8:51-53 
 

A. The Declarations 
 

#1 “If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death” What a wonderful thought! If one “continues” or 

otherwords, abide, having received and obeyed His words, then they will never have spiritual death. It’s all 

about what we do with Jesus! As the Religious Leaders had murder in their hearts, Jesus desired eternal life for 

them and all who would believe in Him! Physical death can’t remove spiritual life. Jesus had said the same in 

John 5:24, after healing the man on the Sabbath, which started the great hostility against Him some 18 months 

before. “Verily, verily, I say not you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation: but is passed from death unto life.” And this has been a 

recurring theme since He returned to Jerusalem. (John 6:40, 47, 58, 63) Even in the Epistles, we find Paul 

reminding the Corinthians of this point, “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, 

and to be present with the Lord.” Followers of Jesus and His words shall never see death! 

  

 

But the unbelieving Religious Leaders only understood the physical. You can almost hear the contemptuous 

laughter in the statement, “Now we know that thou hast a devil, Abraham is dead, and the prophets.”  

Religious Leader’s Reaction:  
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“Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? And the prophets are dead: whom makest thou 

thyself?” – “Who do you think you are?” they jeered with haughty disrespect, “Abraham and the prophets are 

dead!” They recognized that by offering eternal life, Jesus was making Himself greater than even their greatest 

heroes!  So they blasted, “Who do you think you are?” They would not recognize the obvious!   

 

 

“Jesus answered, If I honor myself, my honor is nothing: it is my Father that honoreth me; of whom ye 

_say_, that he is your God: 55 Yet ye have not known him; but I _know_ him: and if I should say, I _know_ 

him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I _know_ him, and _keep_ his saying.” John 8:54-55 
 

“it is my Father that honoreth me” – All that mattered to Jesus was pleasing and honoring God the Father by His 

obedience! Remember, God loved the world, and so He sent His dear beloved Son, Jesus, to the earth! Jesus 

was obedient unto death, being lifted up on the cross, so whoever believed in Him would not have to spend 

eternity in hell, but have everlasting life with Him in heaven. But it’s so sad because men actually are so blind 

that they love their darkness and hate the light, because their lives are so full of the world's fleshly desires. 

(John 3:14-20) But one day soon, God will highly exalt him, and give him a name which is above every name: 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus the Messiah is God, 

to the honor and glory of God the Father! (Phil. 2:9-10) God honored Jesus that day in the temple, and one day 

He will honor Him before all of creation!!  

 

 

#2 “I know him, and keep his saying” vs. “ye have not known him” Count how many times Jesus uses the 

word ‘know” in these two verses. Back and forth, He reiterates that He knows God and they don’t! They were 

deceived in thinking they knew God, but it wasn’t the truth! They counted their zealous religious activities, 

tradition keeping, as knowing God. They did religious exercises but did not have a relationship with God. They 

lived ignorant of God’s righteousness, and went about to establish their own righteousness and did not submit 

themselves to the righteousness of God. For Christ was the end of the law to everyone that believeth.  

Rom. 10:3-4 But Jesus did know God, and the proof of this Father/Son relationship was His obedience to His 

Father. Because of Jesus’ obedience, God would honor Him!  

 

 

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see _my_ day: and he saw it, and was glad. 57Then said the Jews unto 

him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou _seen_ Abraham? 58Jesus said unto them, Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I _am_.” John 8:56-58 
 

“Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad” – This line does not mean Abraham peered over 

the some banister in heaven and watched the ministry of Jesus play out! This phrase is about the confident faith 

of Abraham while on earth. That is exactly what Hebrews 11:13-16 and Romans 4:18-21 tell us. (read) He lived 

his life on earth in faith - hearing God, obeying God, following God, worshiping God, trusting God. And in 

faith, Abraham knew the promises of God would come to pass. “Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, 

and was glad.” He did that all in faith!  
 

I am about to give you the most controversial statement of the day. Are you ready? I want you to understand 

something: it might be hard to hear me say this, and maybe even sad, but there is no Biblical support for the 

idea that our deceased loved ones mystically watch us from heaven. That thought might be comforting after the 

loss of a dear one – thinking they are with us or are watching a beloved wedding, seeing a new baby, somehow 

joining in the joy of life, but the truth is, they have a lot more amazing things to do. Realize our past ones who 
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knew Jesus as their Savior are standing before Him. They know all things work together for good, they 

understand God lead them all the way of their earthly journey, and by sight they are secure with the fact that 

God will do the same for those still running their earthly race. Yes, my Momma would have loved to have 

joined in the five weddings of her grandchildren, seen the early moments after the birth of her dozen plus 

grandchildren, and celebrated with her children the blessings of God, but Mom is too busy serving and praising 

the Savior she served faithfully here on earth. And with a continued faith knows God leads and will bring us to 

her someday. (Luke 10:24) Lastly, on this point, I want to say, there are real dangers to live with this spiritualist 

idea that our loved ones watch us or are somehow are with us. Soon, we are talking to them: seeking counsel, 

sharing needs, difficulties, joys. Soon, these false beings are taking the place of God in prayer! Wow! I have 

heard thoughts like this from widows who should know better! Dead husbands who knew Jesus are with Him! 

Be careful to continue to trust God in faith when you are alone, just as you did together. I’m not going to deal 

with – do dogs go to heaven today? We’ll save that for another time! 😉 

 

 

“Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?” – Again, the scoffing Religious Leaders try to 

make Jesus look ridiculous before the listening crowd. Remember, some are coming to believe in Jesus, those 

whom Jesus is seeking to challenge, but the Jews continue their ridicule and disrespectful statements!  

 

 

And here is the climax of the exchange that day. Here is the statement that caused a massive flurry of hostility 

and violence. Jesus said…. 

#3 “Before Abraham was, I am” Jesus didn’t say, “Before Abraham was, I was.” He was alive before 

Abraham, not “I was too.” Jesus is claiming eternal life. Before Abraham was even born I existed!  He claimed 

independent, continuous existence, an uncreated, eternal God! A member of the Godhead – Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. Wow! My Life Application Study Bible said, “This is one of the most powerful statements uttered 

by Jesus.” p. 1822 We find Jesus applying God’s Holy name to Himself!  He stated a historic fact, “Before 

Abraham came into being, I Am.”  Micah 5:2; Rev. 1:8 

 

 

B. The Reaction 
 

“Then took they up _stones_ to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going 

through the midst (Lit. - _middle_) of them, and so passed by.” John 8:59  

The Jews would hear nothing else, no more debate, no more discussion! They understood Jesus’ claim to deity 

perfectly! They didn’t believe Him, so they sought to kill Him. Leviticus 24:16 said that one who claimed to be 

God must be stoned, and this is what they sought to do. Look carefully, they actually took up stones, they had 

them in their hands, and we can be sure, big rocks! They were poised and ready to fire them with all their might 

at our blessed Jesus! But it wasn’t His time, or the method prescribed by God for the sacrifice for our sin!  So, 

we see Jesus’ miraculous escape from the mob. Somehow, He was hidden from their eyes and passed right 

through the middle of them. He became inaccessible to them! Wow! But remember, one dark night, they will 

take Him! A night in God’s timing, not theirs.  
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Believers’ Application: 
 

Let’s systematically go through three of Jesus’ Declarations and Challenges to those who had begun to believe 

in Him and the Religious Leaders who were full of unbelief. These are still very applicable to us today! 
 

Declaration #1 

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8:32 This freedom is based on how 

one reacts to the words of Jesus! “If ye continue (remain, abide) in my word.”  It’s a reaction of accepting and 

obeying Jesus’ truths! We are truly free:  

1) Free from the power of sin – instead, they are made pure  

2) Free from guilt – instead, they are made blameless 

3) Free from darkness – instead, they live in light and even shine as lights  

4) Free to follow Jesus – instead of following a practice of religion or morality  

5) Free to serve God! – instead of serving empty religious or moral works  

 

 

Declaration #2 

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.” John 8:44  We see the great 

contrasts between those of God and those of the Devil! Remember, the father is the one the children resemble 

and ultimately obey! 1 John 3:8-10, 15 

 

 

Declaration #3 

“If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death” John 8:51 What a wonderful thought! If one 

“continues” or otherwords, abides, having received and obeyed His words, then they will never have spiritual 

death. It’s all about what we do with Jesus! 1 John 2:17 “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but 

he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”   
 

The most difficult people to give the Gospel of Jesus to are those who don’t see their need. They trust 

something other than God, perhaps religion or good works. Even today, when one is faced with Jesus, they must 

decide – is He Truth or a liar; God and Savior or not; should they accept or reject! But remember, whatever is 

decided, it doesn’t change the truth of who He is!   
 

Let’s finish the Light of the World discourse by looking at another man, a pagan, as he was faced with the truth 

of Jesus. Pilate’s time of decision – same truth – same decision John 18:35-38; 19:1-19  
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HW #13 TEd 

Ladies Studying Jesus 

Homework – Vol. 6 #13 
 

1. Read over John 8:12-59, and your study guides from this passage, and be ready for a 10-point quiz!        Don’t worry: 

no grades will be given, no names will be called out, and no one will be held responsible for failure!  

 

Quiz: 

1) Fill in the blank: “I am the _light_ of the world:” 

2) “he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness but shall the light of _life_.”  

3) In this passage, how many times did Jesus tell the Jews, “ye shall die in your sins.” Three 

4) Fill in the blank: “If ye continue in my _word_” 

5) “then are ye my disciples _indeed_.” 

6) As we study from the King James Version, what does the word translated “servant” really mean? Slave 

7) Jesus told the unbelievers in the temple that they were of their father, the devil, and then gave several  

8) characteristics that they resembled, like those of Satan. Name two. Lier, no truth, murder 

9) Jesus said many truths multiple times in this discourse.  

10) Name two.  

Bonus: What was the statement that caused the unbelievers to pick up stones and desire to stone Jesus? 

          “Before Abraham was, I am” v. 58 

 

2. On the Ladies Studying Jesus website, look through Vol. 1, Part 2, The Characters of Christmas. Pick your favorite two 

of the eight characters that you would like to hear highlighted during December 15-17, our last Bible study before our 

Christmas break. The top chosen character will be taught that week!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


